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The reports of the Zonal Task Forces (ZTFs) were submitted to the Consultation
Task Force on Reconciliation Mechanisms (CTF) following the conclusion of
public meetings and focus group discussions (FGDs) in the zones.
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Meeting Nature of Meeting Venue No of No of Total

Date Female | Male Participants
A | 2016-06-18 | Planning AWEF Office - Akkaraipattu 03 03 06
B | 2016-06-25 | Media Mtg FRED Office - Ampara 04 06 10
C | 2016-07-02 | Media Mtg AWF Office - Akkaraipattu 02 08 10
D | 2016-07-09 | With CTF Reps Alayadiweambu 05 04 09
E 2016-07-17 | FGM — Missing AWE Office - Akkaraipattu 17 03 20
F 2016-07-30 | FGM- Missing & Land Boy’s School -Akkaraipattu 14 18 32
G | 2016-07-31 | FGM- Missing & Land FRED Office - Ampara 12 10 22
H | 2016-08-04 | FGM — Missing Oluvil Junior School 01 39 40
| 2016-08-08 | FGM- Missing & Displacement | Thiraikerny 15 05 20
J 2016-08-13 | Public Meeting Addalaichenai 108 119 227
K 2016-08-14 | Public Meeting Chirista lllam - Kalmunai 13 12 25
L 2016-08-16 | FGM — Missing Govt. school, Kannakipuram 25 07 32
M | 2016-08-17 | FGM- Missing & Land Community Hall- Mahaoya 10 13 23
N | 2016-06-18 | FGM- Missing Mahashakthi Village 28 01 29
O | 2016-08-20 | FGM - Heads of Civil society Akkaraipattu 02 13 15
P | 2016-08-23 | Public Meeting - Thirukkovil THirukkovil Cultural Haall 117 13 130
Q | 2016-08-25 | FGM Udayapura Vihara 04 12 16
R | 2016-08-27 | Public Mtg - Pottuvil DS Office Hall - Pottuvil 53 84 137
S 2016-08-28 | Public Mtg - Sammanthurai Sammanthurai Town Hall 31 46 77
T | 2016-09-10 | Public Mtg - Lahugala Lahugala DS Office 09 09 18
U | 2016-09-10 | Public Mtg - Panama Panama Society Hall 36 25 61
V | 2016-06-18 | Public Mtg - Gonagala Gonagollla Temple 16 04 20




| W | 2016-06-18 | Public Mtg - Aligambai | Aligambai Church |10 Jos |16 |
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BLOLISmBBMET  CHmeiald@L LB W eTenGHTL 60600 FHaUTDAIBEG SpSTILOTET  LisoCeum
SMJeldemen mBHSH Il Lel S6060H LONSIILUGSHWSTES 60 dHanlgUIHTHE 66N,
LBBID  SLHSHBT0  BLIiGEmen FHOFUIWD eumpuled 6hH aldh  (PeTOeIBLLLD
@L 1bEUBaTeLmeL CTRILIHMET DIOUSHTENHHIIQUISTES E(HHH MBS

@L OUWITe]. .STEITOe0 SHFHLILBGHD. . @efaHlwmet (WFesiUTBH6I. .LBOSTmEVSHET. . QLS
GurgHevze  eaiLear  SBOLUTMSW S LMWLILSHET DMASHHVID 2amBHal GFeoarss
CFasHHID SMIamiseTd  LIPUIGBLLMS DUSTENSDHETD. @& I Fepd,  UTHETTSHTY],
GHTHMY, Heval, 2 ulJeuTPeuSBHTET FHE0AISHLOTERT HAHHENGTULD GUGNT (LPIQUITSH FFeUTHENTTS
OBTewTQBLILMS 2 6WITHImIQUISTS 2 6TeNSI.

Qu(pbUTEIeND 2 6malluied, GUEHLLTEImWmW  LTHBHSHILGSHHID DJF 2 enaluled
Bomal  SIpLILLWTSES Tl sBOUTMmsHW  CFLBLTGHET DIMTHIHID  IHTHT6V
FLOTHTOHHBHTEO  6T6UAISHLOTET  FTHLOTET  HleNEVMOU|D  OlBTEmTIY(HEHHNEVEM6V  GTEITLIGHIL 63T
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BMLHTH605 360 (2 (ALa(CF: T IWICE: s} H6L6VEITHSLD, FLOTSHITEILD O&mLiyLmest
(WP&ITEE(BLILEH6TN60 LDHH6T BOLISHMS MeUDHDS Fnlgll GHlP60 E606VTIOE0 B)(HSHH FIBGHI.

eTeleuTBTUWIEID UTHSESILLL 0SB EHENL W HmL (LPedBSH CHemeusensn .'. GIHITLILITTLILISm6N
Blouysha) CsuieummeTer U Be0TFEM6THGTHLD Le0Geu oL L Mige1l60
(LPSITENEUSHBLILIL L SHEDEIULD  SI6USHT6uM B 6a1EBTLD.

QupbUTeOTE  FHSHILILMIGAT60  SHTEIMOED  YSBLILL uTHemen  Hewi(BLigSHHGeuewmi(BLD
DIVeVFH eIl BLBSH  eleiuHemer  PWCeuewild  aISILCHTH  EewIpSHSUILIL L
NHFH B EHDHSHTET &BITTJ 6001 MBI S 66T SIBIHS O\&BT6iTEH 60 LOBmILD UIf SIS emeN
CuBBIGETaTEDH0 aILCHTH EL DOLWHHeUTHEHML U STEH6T  H(HOUS — BHlewLdHD
GouewiBLD eTaiTLINS OFHFHIHIL 61, B STewllIlFFFmenuTarg Waabd Fobseomer elelgled
STYBTENT  (LPIQWITHBleMeVW|L 6T STewILILBeuend DieubTelbHaiCurb. Ser, g Geupiimgesins
6T6L6UMLOL L BISATID @& aIWTLISHHIeTeNemnS STEHImIQUISTES 266N

HTeVRIB6NT  Henl(hodTemi® CFevsdle Gurg smewl CFHTLIUTET LIJEFFMEIHET  FLOTHTEID
LBBID  FEaMPaHG eFHgmer  LIgFFmerdeTd LOTHESHESTIQHUILSIL 60T FEH0TaIHITGHLI0
LB@I  GUUFSFsmeT  @J UMLUUTBBIL & digll  SibSSHBEIenL W QuTpiLpens
QBT TE SiamIELILL Couamiguiend 2 eIfsH SniguISHTE 266N

WSS  QbusTey SLLHFH umdHdbasiulL  GEUUTS  &SLbSH — UJmLDTUle]S
QUTDUTHTID  BBID  Siglien.  Chemeudsenen LJHa Oauleudled uwe0Geum SFomisemen
adICE1HGHCHTH GBILUTE  CQUETISET HMeVEND STRIGL  GHBLOLURIBET OIS SHLOTET
Fyomiset HTCHTHGHMmS DIUBHTANED FnlQUIHTHE|6TETSHI.

watearmelt - Gumymellsenen GUIBISHeuenTuied CuTBSHE WPBULL HTe0sL LES6Te0 EHHH
GOBUTHHT DIHTeuH Heval, QUTHMTHTY S LLWLILSeMe[mHba OHTLIY SHLUmS
SHTENHIQUISTES 2 6iTeNgl. gBHaGel @hHFH SHLLMLILSSEMTE0 LTHSSLILLLUTH6T DD
wWrewiuTlpBGLUL G  Gwed utHdsul G Bam AeoGeled  UTHSSUUL  Falgul
GWEBeNTS  IBBLILL (BeTenen. GBUUTE @mGeTen [bBSJ &SPMD  UTGUTHSEHD  gnl
BoBE galeuTer SHTyenlsaTeGal STEILLGMNSH DUDSTONHD FnlgUIHTHE TS

a6l FpsHCHTH WellenaiaybeTen HIUTET GHOMED © (HeUTHEGSBHTeT  GuTmILIL
DIIGSHGD LD URIGHTITHEHHESGHD 2 6116MH 616TLEH 2 6wlJUILIL (BHeTend.

DIHIILET  DEIG6TeN  DILauSHET DL LUmLUTD  Fepd,  SFwied,  CQUTHETTSHTY
WPTERIUTHSHET  STFeIOTS  UTHSSIULL  (peitenrTel  Gumgmefs@Epd UTHSSLILL L 6UTaH6IT
a3 HWIGEITL L SHFHl60 LTHHTD SFlenmmed LMTHSLILUL  Couewi(Bd. DISHIL 6T EeuTHerT
@b BT eueJFddh@ URSaily OFuiws SmguafHeT 6aLmE HeUaThHe0 OBTen(h
oamhseT  QFwmuL  GCouewiG. Geufsele Si@ileumkiEeT GUEUUTES g6l  WhHHSHe0
eSS L TTH6T 61aLG pulaumerdl enajld Seleumm G bOLBToed EHUUSBG @I
SlUFULIDTGLD.

Tl LHms UTBISHHamIuled FHHTeuenssel eaiug @ WasHHrwoiue LedGsuml
UTSHISTIY  SLLMWILSHEHEGHT @b hd  BoLOUB®  aumeugd  OFeafeurs
Caflaama. &g Oursieutear Eeomemsule 6HTHTL FUPSTWHHBE @F UTSHSLOTET
WD DIFSFBISSHID STTenlwTd STenTlILBS GBI

UTSH GBS L auTHerile0 2 6iTend STWLMIGmeT &b H OFBTenih OeueMiLBHSLILL  (LPIQUITLO6D
UeOTOUTID&E!  eU(HeuewSUID  @euTHel  elhHOeumh  uTHSsiuL L  LifleydendEeend
® GIEMLSSILL  (PIQUITIDED  BBHLLMSUD DUSTRIHSE  FnlgISHTUl6TENH.  EeuTerlen
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Aoudmer LW  (populed  eumwens  OFUIuSBETET  SjeuFd ST LGS GBS
BOaTsendatear  CHmeusel  OBBID  ULGup  CFmeusemel  DIEMIBHDHInIQUISHTHLD
CUBBIGOBTETENS FmQUSTHD B(HHHL DleUSWIOTH GBS

Urevamissiul L B  Gursiweampasend  Cuomsapliul L woselar  CoHemeusamen
MBWTENHEQUISTS  OHULLTQID  @edeu  FTJUTH  WHEDB6T  WHHUlL  GBILUTS
LTSS SLUILIL L 6T &6iT & Hufled STeuotLILI(H&I6is SIGUBLDLN SN BB LOBWILD
QuTBl(LPeBHEHEH S emL_Ulle0 QUM(HSHSLOTe0T B HOSHTLJLISH6NT ®6060T S (HLILIGILD
Cuml(pwenpsefler  QHTLFFFwmer  QewBUTGseT OpTLjuter  Cxealsst  eeLeGo
GoBeommid BBl IBEI.

UTSHSSUILL L 6uTaH6iT SH(penL W GUISI(enBH6T SIS Henevenw! gBLBSHIHID eUMTSHEGHLD
@6 oaSIHID  SauseT  UTTemeuulled  BLISmEsUINISHMmS  gBLGSSHILMLTEE6!
O mbFSImert.  LTHSSLIULLUTHET  6TeIHeB  LIVAIIOTe  OIeNLWTENOTIS  [BI6E
Cuml(wenpselear  SEIGHpBEeTed  CHTLIHA  ueluyBISSILLG  U(HeUSeITL TH
Aeommsuled  HELIMISEHMBUD  FIOTHTOIHMSUD 2 (HUTHGHMUSBEGH  DYJeULDTE
URISTeNT&HeNmTes  CFwBLBeUSBETR @60 © (HeuTsLliGUTagleoamev. BUCUTHI(LPMBHEHEES
SIILTEL B6UTH6T LIGULDTET LIRISTONTEH6NTS oTBBLLUL. Ceuewliguidl SieudwoTseGimgl.

B HbHHTCLTFMaF OFweofeuTergd QIbLIsslIUBGD Curgl Gurgiorer Sipleyl L 6v. .
Opefleyl LaibaTen Hov eUSTFD CuriTend WLBBID BHHS STELILIGHUNDT (LHeOBUITSH
LWSTUGSSLILIL 1606060 GTTUZILD DIUSTONSSEQUSTE QHHSHH. GBILILTS DJF SHILLT6D
wreul L FaHwmer OFWweoJHEnhHETear @ MSEHHEHT IS  aUPmISLIULL a1Ca  Haly
®F OFweonfe] OHTLIUTERT HHEHSHTE OHelleyl Ledled BIF SBuibHTsHaler UmiseL
CurHwsTes sTaulLLallebensy, HSHBHIL 6T GOHHOTS HWIFLOTEHT LnhidHenal Faled Fpsd
SIMOLILSH6T  OBDID  eUeMEVWIENLOLILIG6T LRSI QFUISHMOIUILD DIUSTHNHD SnlgISTH
OmbEEH. BF OCswpurLmargk OsTLFFAwmer G GuIBi(wempseaied  HToHmIBm6T
IgBUBSSHS FQUWSTE DQHIGLD. el@idb @&  GeTLjumTer  ubhHULL  Faluimest
Bt ewTToyH6lT GFUIUSHGT cLpeUlD EHMET HEWIFIOTS HMBHD FnlQUISTH E(HSHELD.

Curgiutes BF GFwevwjaseaied HevbHEH CaTaRIGLTed HIGarsLoTaeuTH6T WG (WPHTHD
CuemtsenTou], GUILUTE @eneh FhHHHWlenfledl LRSTNILTOIS GHOBAUTS EHHIHNDH
SUGHTONDHS FnQUSTE SHHIBHIL T HeLeUewISS OFLBLTHHN60 HNFIOTET GUSILIGBINS
@6l @eneh FhHHHUWINT euBILUTHET aHIB  euemdBulled  BFH @  GHewmUTLTHG6
DIUSTRHD FlQUISTE B (HHH BB

WP HWTE  BdbseubsHTCuFmeaEF OFwuBurhss GSLbuBpis OaranymesGh  Curgl

SBOLTWSH  HELIMISESHHMEG  e1dHgTer  CFwBuUTBHS6T  BE@ID  LevsTUleuTerjaeres
AL uibseT HBISSILL Couewiguigl 0es DeUAWITRIOSTRIBTS 2 6wITLILIHS B

allGaL Fumjaseir:

e O wralLsHmer CuTBISHeaumTuied &Tewll OCaTLIUTE oICFL  HeuamGLBHSI
UTHSSIULL  1bSBEHLAT  Falgul @F DHSTID OUBB  UMEHEGHL  DIGV6VS
QUTBPMB Q&TBI DISHH WTeUSUILOTS GBS

e O  OuTlpmBHeie  SIPOTHEMISEEG (PelUuTd @  QHTLJuTer  Feps
SWUMTUBRSHSHO WS SIeuFLILDTS B

e Ob BIled SmarsH SIUTIHID  STHHTOTET UmSaILGUIBL — BHHlenw
BlemeUBTL(HHe0 GFWBUTLTRIH DleudWLIOTS GBS
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RECONCILIATION MECHANISM
ZONAL TASK FORCE
CENTRAL PROVINCE

REPORT

8. FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION

There were six (6) Focus Group Discussions held in the Central Province. The breakdown is
as follows:

Kandy District -2 - (i) Minority Religious Group
(ii) Missing Persons

Matale District (Dambulla) -2 - (i) Displaced people from the East and loss of land &
property
due to Ethnic Conflict
(ii) People who had lost land and property due to Sacred
City Development Project

Nuwaraeliya District -2 (i) (Hatton) People who lived in Estates and effected due to
ethnicity

(ii) (N’Eliya) People effected by various Human Rights violations

Kandy District

1. Minority Religious Groups
The reason for identifying this group is that the minority religions were very much effected
during the conflict period and post conflict period due to been religious minorities. They
included the Hindu, Christian & Catholics and Islam.

e There religious places of worship had been attacked

e Expression of strong hate speeches disturbed their religious practices.

e Construction of religious places were stopped by protest marches and direct physical
involved.

e Circulars were issued to stop construction of religious places although proper
permission had been obtained.

Issues Identified:

a. No equal treatment for all religions
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Spreading of rumors in organised manner the Muslims do brain wash and get organised
against the majority community on Fridays and there is systemic conversion plan taking
place. This has caused animosity, and had been a major disturbing faction for
reconciliation and communal harmony.

School being classified as Buddhist, Muslim, Hindu and Christian has been a disturbing
factor for bring in reconciliation and unity.

Political agendas that disturb the harmonious living

Buddhism is given priority treatment by which other religions and their community is
looked down. Due to this extremism is growing in all other religions.

There is danger in coining religion and nationality

Within the ordinary people there is no religious conflicts. It is the religious leaders who
are politicalized create all these problems

The Sacred Area concept is a government agenda and is not a request of the religious
leaders. This is a disturbance for people of other religions

The minorities religious people live with insecurity

Law should be equal to all in this country, whatever religion he or she may belong to.
Religious leaders of the majority religion are not above the law. The minorities feel that
they are treated with preference under the government structures.

Media is playing a very negative role and is a main cause for religious conflict.

We have not seen any results of various commission that had been existing in the past.

. What is written in school text books about other religions are distorted. This is a

hindrance to religious harmony.

Certain wording in school text books are insulting to the other ethnic group. ( Eg: In
Kumarodaya it has been written “ Uthure Hedi Demalun”)

Leading newspaper editorials prompt anti-nationalism

PROPOSAL FOR BRINGING RECONCILIATION

a. Media Ethics — A code of ethic should be developed to bring in reconciliation through
media

b. Dedicated Column in the print media and slots in the audio and visual media should
be allocated to promote reconciliation

c. Social media should be used to promote reconciliation

d. Action should be taken to against anti-communal and anti- religious broadcasting
and publication. ( Legal actions and other democratic forms in keeping with social
justice)
Plan out mechanism in a democratic and nonviolent way of countering
Create forum for open discussion and dialogue that would promote reconciliation

g. Programme related to mixing of children of all faiths and ethnic groups should be
developed

h. English is a link language that could bring in reconciliation. This should be promoted
in our education system.

i. Politics and Religion should be separated.

j.  The government civil structures should open space for all religious representation.
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The minority communities have a greater role to play in reconciliation. They should
be made best use of.

The minority religious and ethnic groups in the south are cable of working in at least
two languages. They should be used to promote reconciliation

. A programme to eradicate poverty should be develop. This will bring in

reconciliation

A Reconciliation tax should be introduced from the rich so that it could be used to
reduce poverty by helping the poor.

A reconciliation mechanism should be introduced in school and then extend it to the
universities.

There should be no schools with religious identities.

There should be no religious or ethnic based political parties.

2. Missing Persons

This group consisted of people who had gone missing since 1989. The justification for selecting this

group are:

e There issued has not got proper redress.
e The need to find the truth of what had happened
e The need reparation

i On July 2008 the husband was kidnapped by a white van in Colombo

ii. Police complain all other efforts to trace has gone in vain.

iii. To withdraw money from the bank, a death certificate is needed. But how could |
request for a death certificate, when | do not know what had happed my husband.

iv. What to find out where is my husband, what has happened to him and the perpetrators
to be punished. Seeking for justice.

V. On December 12, 1989 my husband was taken in a while van. No news till this date.

vi. Want to know the truth. What happened to him.

vii. Complaint was not recorded in the Police station.

viii. At that time my eldest child was 4 year and youngest was 1 yr.

iX. Find out who was the Police OIC at Menikhinne Police station in the District of Kandy
and taken action.

X. Needs psychological treatment

Xi. On August 19, 1989, my brother who was a Buddhist Clergy was taken into custody with
the senior Cleagy. No news till today.

PROPOSAL:

1. All need justification.

2.

1. All need to find out the truth.
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Dambulla in Matale District

3. Displace from Eastern Province of Sri Lanka due to Ethnic Conflict

A group of 4 people representing a large group of people who had been displaced from the Eastern
province of Sri Lanka, in the Trincomalee District made representation. All were Sinhala people.

This group was selected as they were victims of the conflict and have not got any redress.

They had been forced to leave their homeland that was allocated to them by the state an came to
live in Dambulla. They had been living in peace. In 1984 four people who worked for the CGR were
lost. Thenin 1989 5 people who went to take a bath got lost and the problem started.

They had been confronting the LTTE. They had no problems with the Muslims or ordinary Tamil
people. They were safe when the home guards were deployed with arms. When the IPKF came all
arms had to be surrendered and they had no security. This was in 1989.

From 1996 they had been shifted from place to place. Now they live in Dambulla but no right of
ownership to land.
Children education has been effected. Livelihood effected.

NEEDS:
l. Want to know the legal status of our land in Trincomalee.
. Need compensation for the loss of land and property.
. Compensation for the loss of income from harvesting of paddy. Eg: For a year 150
Bushel of rice was sold @ 75,000/= . for 26 years the loss is 75,000x26 = 1, 950, 000/=
V. Legal ownership of the land in Dambulla to be given.

PROPOSAL FOR RECONCILIATION

e There should be equality and justice.
e Everyone should enjoy equal rights.
e LTTE fought because there rights were denied.

e Resource distribution should be done in a fair and just manner without looked at the
ethnicity or religious affiliation.

4. LOSS OF LAND DUE TO SACRED CITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IM DAMBULLA

A group of 5 people, all Sinhalese, three men and two women made representation on behalf of a
large number of people who were effected due to sacred city development project in Dambulla.

They had been removed from their traditional homes and place of business. No compensation paid.

NEEDS:
i Compensation for the land lost and the business premises that had been lost.

Proposal for Reconciliations.

o Effective functioning of State officials and need for attitudinal changes
e Free from political intefearences
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e Look beyond religious, ethnic and political affiliation.

Nuwara Eliya District

Hatton

5. PEOPLE EFFECTED DUE TO ETHNIC IDENTITY AND BEING ESTATE WORKERS

There were 10 persons in all. 6 men and 4 women out of which 7 were Tamil/ Hindus, 1
Sinhalese and 2 Tamil/Christians.

There issues were:

i Mainly land issues
ii. Treatment of the workers by the estate management.
iii. Lack of freedom of association and speech.

iv. Not recognizing their rights.

V. Village road outside the estate not developed.

vi. House vs employment issues

vii. Housing issues

viii. Do decent living

iX. Language and ethnic issues. One had been arrested during the war for not been able

to converse in Sinhala although he had no affiliation with any groups.

Proposal for Reconciliation

e The estate workers needs to be treated equally within the government
officials and all government circles.

e The Estate management needs to be directed to treat the estate workers
with dignity and value for Humanity.

e The Estate workers should be involved in the consultation process before
any decision is taken regarding any disputes.

e Land for housing and cultivation should be provided.

e The number of liquor bars should be reduced dramatically. There are 43
traverns in Hatton. 95 % of the estate workers consume liquor. From this 43
travers is an income of 1 billion rupees per day. For 30 days it is 30 billion.
Whose money are these. The poor estate workers earning. This leads to
poverty and no reconciliation can take place.

e Politicians should not be allowed to issue liquor bar license.

Nuwara-eliya

6. People Effected by Various Human right Violation
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There were 17 persons in all. 6 Tamils, 10 Sinhalese and 1 Christian.

This group had multiple issues, all related to injustices done to them by the local government
authorities, the government officers, the police, the politicians and the estate management. Most
of them related to violation of human rights.

Being estate workers, either they are Tamils or Sinhalese, they were treated with minimum value to
humanity. Even cases of multiple marriages were ignored by the law enforcing officers and most the
women were the victims. Out of the 17 who made representation 16 were women. They were the
most vulnerable group.

CONSULTATION EXPERIENCES

a) Awareness Raising and People’s Responses: There was less awareness within the public
about the consultation process. Considerable time had been to spend explaining the

purpose. For some it was a place for them to place their grievance’s that had been not
address by the relevant authorities.

Those who had some idea about the purpose were well prepared to place before the task force how
they had been effect and what needs to be done to bring about reconciliation.

Most of the people said that the government should have paid more interest on this and more
publicity should have been given.

For most it was another hearing and an exercise to please someone else who is pressuring the

government. Some even expressed this as an exercise to show that the people have been consulted

and the whole exercise is done after proper consultation. This may be due to the bad experience of

the past.

b) Logistic Challenges : Though we expected, there would be protest and obstacles this did not
happen expect at Dambulla, were one Media person raised questions regarding:

a) Who is doing this- the government or NGO?

b) Who has given appointed to the task force members?

c¢) Whois funding?

d) Why a Muslim is the Chairperson?

c) Role of State Officials and Civil Society: The support received from the State Official including the
District government staff has to be very much appreciated. Some even went out of their normal
routine to help us to make the event a success. The role of the civil society was also satisfactory.
They could have played a greater role if more publicity had been given.

d) How were the Public Meetings and FGDs Conducted: All the FGD were held with seating
arrangements in circles. Media was given special attention. The Public Meetings were held
using a head table with a stage, except the one in Nuwaraeliya where there was no stage but
had a head table.

e) Security Issues: There were no security issues to report although security arrangements were
made and cooperation of the police was offered.
f) Other Comments: As members of the ZTF arrangements were made for publicity at local level

though displaying of banners, personal and social contacts etc.
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BREAKDOWN OF CONSULTATIONS

The number of Public Meetings Held : 4 ( Fou)
Kandy District Secretariat Office

1.

Attendance

TOTAL Males | Females | Sinhalese | Muslims | Tamils | Christians | Speakers
32 28 06 24 4 4 2 26
Dambulla

Attendance

TOTAL Males | Females | Sinhalese | Muslims | Tamils | Christians | Speakers
32 25 07 21 1 21
Nuwaraeliya

Attendance

TOTAL Males | Females | Sinhalese | Muslims | Tamils | Christians | Speakers
33 17 16 14 1 16 2 30
Matale

Attendance

TOTAL Males | Females | Sinhalese | Muslims | Tamils | Christians | Speakers
38 31 07 28 2 6 2 29
Focus Group Discussions

Number of Discussions held — 06

Minority Religious Group — Kandy Town AT KANDY YMMA Hall.

Attendance

TOTAL Males | Females | Sinhalese | Muslims | Tamils | Christians | Speakers
8 8 - - 4 1 3 8
Missing PersonsAttendance

TOTAL Males | Females | Sinhalese | Muslims | Tamils | Christians | Speakers
5 3 2 3 1 1 4
Displaced due to Ethnic Conflict from the Eastern Province

Attendance

TOTAL Males | Females | Sinhalese | Muslims | Tamils | Christians | Speakers
5 3 2 5 5

Displaced due to Sacred City Development Project

Attendance
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TOTAL Males | Females | Sinhalese | Muslims | Tamils | Christians | Speakers
4 4 4 4

5. Estate Workers effected due to Ethnicity due to the Confict
Attendance
TOTAL Males | Females | Sinhalese | Muslims | Tamils | Christians | Speakers
10 6 4 1 7 2 10

6. Nuwaraeliya
Attendance
TOTAL Males | Females | Sinhalese | Muslims | Tamils | Christians | Speakers
17 1 16 10 - 6 1 16

5. OBSERVATON OF THE ZTF CONSULTATIONS

a) Observation regarding the persons.

Those who came before the ZTF at Public Meetings: There were professional like lawyers, doctors
and business persons. Also there were trade unionist, politicians from pradhesiya Sabha to ex-

parliamentarians including ex- ministers and majors.
There were also farmers and domestic workers and estate workers and union representatives.

Most of the attendees were Sinhalese except in the Hatton and Nuwaraeliya area where the Tamils
were in Majority. The Muslim representation was poor. At the focus groups meeting there were
university academics and more professionals.

b) Observation regarding consultations

For some it was the first time but for most it is another one. Most did not have confidence that
anything would happen. Most felt this was to show the world that the people had been consulted
while many things have already been done. Eg: The OMP bill was presented to the parliament while
the consultation was in process. The people raised the question “ what confidence do we have
now?”

KEY RECOMMENDATION IN TERMS OF MECHANISMS

MAIN DEMANS ASTO TYPES OF PERSONAL POWERS AND

WHAT THE MECHNISM | WHO SHOULD SERVE IN | FUNCTIONS OF THE

SHOULD DO.......... THESE MECHANISMS MECHANISMS
JUDICIAL -File Action on those - Local legal officers ( - Reconciliation
MECHANISM who would be found there is justice now and | - Punishment

responsible

- Punishment

- Find ways to reconcile
-Find ways to
pardoning

impartiality is prevailing)
- Hybrid was preferred
by most.

- Some opted to Hybrid
with consultative and
advisory capacity

- Meeting Justice
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- Independent legal
officers

OMP

-Find out the status of
the missing persons
-File charges for
perpetrators

- Provide details to the
victimized families

- Officer compensation

- Representatives of the
victims

- Civil Society Actiors

- No Politicians or
Foreign funding
representatives

- Religious community
representatives

- Offering of Certificates
- Keep records and
achieve details

T& R COMMISSION

-Find out the truth of
what had happened
- Work towards
reconciliation

- Draw up and
implement
reconciliation
programmes

- Bring the victimized
and perpetrator
together and
encourage to share
feelings

-Religious leaders of all
faith

- Professionals

- Socio-phyco theraphist
-phycologist

-Social Workers

- Elders

-Develop a process to
forgive and reconcile
- Develop a mechanism
for healing of memories

OFFICE OF -Provide compensation | - Government officials - Value the extend of
REPARATION - Repair damages — -civil Society actors damages done
physical, spiritual -Religious leaders -Finding suitable means
-Professionals of reparations
- Listen and consult the
victims.
OTHERS

The Overall Impress

e The selection of members to the ZTF has to be reconsidered. There were members who had
least interest in the process. Some were politically biased. This hindered in the selection of the
thematical and geographical areas

e The people who came were much interested and wanted to see something constructive
happening, although they had less faith.

e With the change of the government and with assurance of good governance people still have
some faith that this government will do something good.
e Actions related to confidence building has to be done.

Muzzammil Cader

Chairperson

Reconciliation Mechanism

Zonal Task Force

Central Province.
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BITanIeNSHHBES WONTNINICY: Al 15] SHEIENLOU|LD, GHHIHTLOTS BH(HHNSD Geuamui
SWRIGMSUD CUTHIUTHS STeNIHIQUISTES E(HEHBSHI

BFHaed  @VHGHBGD SmLLEBBEHHEG UBHMS  HJ  EBHSUTHET  eUITHMBUILD,
abSHaTHeT eumD eufuied HHbUIF OCFammaud DBWSHTmQUISTE SHHSH. SHOHI
BH(HSHBHIHHM6T DFHIUMIUID THSHMICUWIT DLeMENTHE(RSHH6T aubdh GuUTUD o (HUUQWITS
agIeGD HMLOLBTHTEL L&HSH6T WHHUTed FeULIL|, eLIBMBL alfshHd eaLeBenBeS  HTeun
YYbSSI.

FooT  enbemou|ld  FHCHBHHIL GG LTTHSHeNT. DlUTHEHDHE 61OFH G,  [BIUPLD
SI6UTEHENENLI BGumed Gumgmed LTSS L 6UTH6T. 61L& 2 _MeysLd
SHTETLOGVTHBLILIL L aUTHET 610G OFTHHS6T @PSEBLILLL G 6lailms OFHaleuBsHd BILD
6T60BeuM(HLD  YBHBLTOUTET  SH(HHHISHBMET (P&l  meubSHTe0 WL BOL . mT.eles
agiummider  ug  6logd 2 _pasemend GCHLeb 6wk LIJFFmaIsEndHE — SHTeme
OumIeus MBS auLplu b LIB&GLD (8L S3T608T6)) 616Tm yiflu MAUSHI,
SlTHMLOBHS SHSHHSH6T CHSULULLH. DiHe LI DUTH6T HOH HIUIBISD6T
2 paleihdd  OFflaliug  Bured  OFHflalbaHL el  HwH  HLB0TFMEITHMETULD
CaflalbsaT. SiFHed oo 6bOD  FpBlWPHTe0 HOH  OILILTILD  GBHIHIGTOTNSD
2 _ITOUSHTHD FnnsleorTiT.

cuemeoll GFwevemiuient o minlenTsefe &MHSHSHI LleTouHLOmDI:

Ceweoenldsd &HIHH amPwelselled  HeoT  Ogeleurs  HLFH  HHHMS (6T
maUSHHOUTHILD  LGOITED  HIDFH  HEUMEVHMET  (Lp&iefleneolILi(hHS  SiPayd,  LjeoLbLIeLD
LG  (PYhHsHH.  eelad  SeuTseller  LebUaibHmLuled  HRIBET  HiTenel
CeuaMiLBSHSH NS 6ILDLOT6D HTEWISHIQUISTE B(HHSH. DIUTH6T SHOMLSHHTELD SLETHLD
o6y (GHABFLL M) L& (populenear (HILTaled 2 eiTem &bl LoTaNeudhamsLl
Gumed) SIMWHFHTEL 6lHl LIFFFemendamen BTG SHTHHISHCHTETETEITD 61601  FnsleunTTH6NT
B F16ug umenisG(palemed GumbaTereniuBl GUTSIpeNB  cweo(pd  el&Tyeneuot
oo L BO FTSHHWIDTGLD.

alBrL eupshE OCSTELUIMmY 2 6Tem sl Ba GQuTsl(wens:

GuniTd@BBL BOLOUBBI 7 2 auBL&ETD BLbHS BurdHeld Gevmend SIFFTe0 BHI)
QUPRISTSH Hleweouled SOwflbaralar Hemeoul BLet g mHT Feouule weald 2 [Flenlo
Guyemeuuienmmed LgCumalbaiiul L S(WHeSHFHer gLl ulled B eupmISLILL  Gouewi(BLb.
SIpF  Gursl(wenpulled g BT (sTaubshab) UfHSHseT uTgbaiu GLrfer FsHbgse
o 'uL  ewgl  LICHaHHled o 6len  FLLSHSHTNBET  OHESHHOMTHET  LiSHHedalsel
o aendaluL. Gouewi(Bd. BFH @ UBL HTeVSHHIHGH6N 61l L Geuewi(BLb.

DeBEflu  Sveuesd SLLMWILSET SHelopTsFd LgCahsshsled Siemwuwr  Geuewi(BLb.
6JGleuTeuTlen Qu(pLbUTEYILD uT&léslur Gumir LoTeUL L& &5)60 6158 & T3 6uTT.
LTSI &G 6TTeNTSLILIL L eUTHETHEHT6 b UTSHIIL &G 6TenTSUILIL L auTH6r 651
UmGBsBLL GG HlewL s  CouewiBld Gevmienddd o 6MGemuyd  OeueGuujb o aiten
QPG HTEHL OCFLITHEHESGLD FTLFWD  SeMULTHEHSGSGIOTET  LTHISTILY B
GumSl(wenm cpeuld o mIgH GauwiwiiL. Geuewr(BLb.

2 amiMD BHFH [HeLAIMIHHHD 6T HIHPTEND HHTRT OIS (LD
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STeomoed esIULCLTiler o malerny HeoflLb, HwH 2 BeyseT 2 ulil eUTDEISBSHT6T
H5SHHS USTIRGHET  QBUUSTD  @h GOUUILL  OFTmsulem SFsdlul  (WeTbseed
S5bHSH meubSULL(BeTenenld o BHUTHGBH. DISHILAT  BFH  OFUILLILIL L 6UTEH6IT
Arremied  SiFSTAHeT  ailiged  Ceuemeowiml senTdad  CeuelBTL (hdh@H  DIQENLOSHENTTH
SI@IILNULL HTHD  eTHlened UTHSSILULLHTS 2 6TenHTHad LTedwsd CaThansh@
uTelsslLGUSTEOD 6l  FWBUUBD  SHHIHSHmeT  aidHed  Osmewih o flul
o auienmwl IF& GeueliliudGHeriuL. Ceuewi(HLd

aeGou  SlauTmefer QUWIT elugmismen o Leguimtd SIFd& OCeueflul GeuswiB. HBHSH
meuSbSILLCLTT o 6o DL MIsEHHG OFem umjeeuull B FhHds aubloguiuGeiemiBLb.
Fflwrer gTeuGshg QUITXILpeOBULLTET algmgement cpeold algmgenen GauwiwiuL Geuewi(BLb.
GunTé&@BBmISeT CFUISATHEHEEG b aupms GCouewid o SHTT6WIL:  FTeNienL [HA
STETTLOEVT S GL T, OBTSH S5 G mIBHSH6I Bygmulet &6 (HB6IT CLp6VLD
Qameemiul BT Geusitenend GameBuim®d FrewienLw OFem G&medsoriLL G, uTedlwed
Qe edToydh@ 2 LUBGSHSUIULG Osmeoeoliul GLmT. urgsTiy  aeowdHHed Gl aidl
GamedeoriuL GLmif. [BITeUT6u0TLOT & ) GanmhemendFmauiguiled LoeoTlSH 2 [flemio
BISGL LIGSSLILLCLT]. B&HGBBRIGET WTuBBISGLOTET HewiLael FTalChs HlLldE
2 LLUGSHSILULG eupmsliuL CeuewiGld  Fflwmer B UPESHUGBLD LLFSHDHO DI
HELEVIGIIHSBID © (HeauTausHBG eUHGHTaID

FHIWMTET  HEWIL M  GULDRIGHUSHET  CLPEI(PLD  BeThiBEHHSH MU UTTULFD ST L TLO6D
BHLUUSET  (pe0ld  BTTEIaIWILILIBGSHSHMED  EeL6VTOED OIFUIAISHET  CLPEI(PLD  [HEVEVI6TSH LD
&L 19ewpruibLed GCouadiBd. Dipenmed el HiaTend SHTemasGer gBuL el LIB&SGLD.

UTHSSUULL  1dEelal 2 Besmen LmSHHdH SUIID Ee060mIS6T Layenodalil B,
&6 Hemeie] iehded OFuIw emawealdsiuL.  Couemi(Bll. SIeUTH6T LIUIMIST6UTSHSH6IT
SI606v  SleuTaeT Lwes alpbw Geuenenuled (smTdhdlensd 27, G 18 GsmevevLILIL L
Ferb)  SlehFell  OCFSHusBETen o flewo  eupmsLLL  Ceuewibld  DHeDTLTH
LTSS L TS SIENL WLITENRIS6T 6163 2 _6wienlD DRSS FlHsiuL. GouewiBLb.

UTSHULSGeiTenTen  dHHeTa  WalHmd LUSLBHHID aldHHHed ieuTdHeier LleTenengel
allenenwimy WHIPHSH FhHHTe LmatT Curais G mseiab wBmId Siemeuise Gumeims
UpdHaonet G mEeaild DMWSSIULL udHdH Oeumpsl  HeiemiseT  SISBBLILL
Gouemi(pld G GO  OBTAHIBHBHTE  61HHTEND B BHOBTEWIQHBGHLD — FGIILOTS
SHDN(PLD 61| DS SH6N6 BFHUISHENS  [J6U0TLOT (S eI me6T.

Syramieud aleusTusHHed FHULG, SHWLH aleusml o BUSHHHm6eN 2 6TEHT FhendUled
alBLIeneoT OCguIeuSTe, 61O alleugmui e e 2 BuUSHSHIICLITHL HeneiT alBas
WPRQUWITHIGTENH.  DSHSHILeT  Heval  ewwFder S eaugGeuemiigul  (estLsTeN B emerT,
UTSISTIL  SImEFST  &(peiten  Flalled LTHISTIL HenemibHeNHHTe0  BLTHSLILIBHUSTED
om@eTen  FflwiTselBEg senaiodad Fbuemd (apuT  30,000)  aURISLILGESEIBSI.
OmGeTen o FflwiTdenet SeUT Bl CQUITDMOFHMTHS  MEUSHDIGTONTTHET  DIHSHIL 66T
LY uuileoid FmIeuTH@rpLd Srremiel FmemL S0 61U HT60 FmIeuTH6l
BTTEIIWITSESHISEG 2 6TenThalILbHameir. Gued Haled UTHISTIL L GuITeTenys
o (HouTdhd  alleuF Tl LITenenidenel BLTHSH UBHISIBITHT BmiG HITodHHed o eien
BemeTTEhiT UJ6U S B Em6NT BauenevdhG, 2 eTeummIsLILIL (B SHTEFF BT FLbUI6LD
QUPRISILGHOIBEH. EeUTHelT FUMSHT @h OCHTMSHMU DIHIE [HITEUTHD [BLTSHHID
SFHaMfleaEg CFsaeusme cpeld CaumevdddF 6lgedeomoBe  FbuemDd OLUBSHIQUISHTS
2 _GiTengl.

STEIMOEL  HSHLILLL aUTHemen BHleobbemibLSdH DITHEHGHE WHSHH UFCFTHment
CaFuILGeueET(BLD. YeaTeumpeyGiumbm Gumymea@EpaEGLD NGEERY uflGam g ement
OFuILIGaI6mT(HLD. SIrFluied MB D BH6IT 2 L eI allFmldHg SleuTHer6ar
FOBEBTVHMSH SHEWILMONITE H([HFH alBHemev GauiwiGeuemi(BLd.

BBWHS LIBLILS6T, @BLUILG6T, SH(HLoewmibeT elaile SBLEUTT HenL GLmpIs
Oaremngmbd CuTgl (WBWTE UFHe CFUIWINLL ale0m6e0 6I6TLSHI DIGNIT(HEEHLD
Oxflhs o ewien.. BauBens (WOBWTS LSHe| GFuiw BLalgdHmaeser GLoBolsmeiTern
Gouemniguigl SleudluiLb.
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remromed CuTGemtit GHTLTUTEN SN WIMISENET NSWTETOUSHBHTR  HIGI6UEOBLD:

®eBE maudbsiuBd Cuwy wIBBL GFLwiuC G euelbal  STeIToeUTSSLILIL GLTT
SIIUEVSBLD 6T Sjewiowl Ceuewi(Bld. @& HefOBTFS Teul L GHFHe0 Siemiowt Geuewt(BLd
@albeutm LI8sssHHed BLOTEL GFmeu BLISSHILL CouswiGld E&Hed g BT
Mrgpglset urgHesiu Cmilar Uygplgest o LuL  ewg  ICsashdled o siten
FLL SHFTMIB6T OSHSHLOTTH6NT LiSHHedalsel o elen sl Gouemi(BLd [HL eUGSHENSHBHENT
BTVHMS DB IFoFeoendh BCHamauulevener GBILILTE 06 OFHTLEHHWD 12  OTHHHISHE 6N
wgeauedLw  GouewiBOL. B6l DIVIIVSD DMLEDHD CBTHHGHD BLIoTd B(HdHH
Gouemi(pd oFFlwed @gremie HMVUIBG DHIE gImLTH FTaubss SHrdHHleoren &L
SlgliLenLuleomerr  alFTIeNEISHEHD  HEWIL DISHEHLD  eUPEISLILL.  Geuewi(BLD  HTEWITLOGD
aSasIULCLTier  Blemevenwenw!  ImTUIhgH Gy o melerpLel Eenenid@Ld
BLAYSHmBHET 01 UHLSHHISG6T (WodhsLLLed GCouewi(BLd. DIUTHEHSHITE  LOHHHI0
ufiGsrmemensel GeuefBTL(H W(HHHIN HiLewiTHenTe0 g BT euted GCmOsmeiTeniL
Gouewi(BLD.  HTeWIMOEVTHBLILIL L alTHellell  GHBULUSHSHS  SleuTseler  CHemeudbsrs
ST  ESSULL6UT 6B FTANISHD  eupmsliuL.  Couemihld  DIFFTIBIHE60
AFFHSTILSSHID LOJewT  FTABISHIOTS  WOITBBLUULLTLLIS a3 2 BISLILIGSHHEIL 63T
nlQUISHTH B\HSHH60 Gouemr(BLD.

BwiniG:

SHefloprdd  LPCaHFHPHev  DSHTEVBLLHHL  aMPbHSH  DieweTeU(bDd  @UpLHUF
FhdHHHauIHei. (QFTHHwly o ulfliply SMsS@IIY SLeIeuThRISeT @IPUL...). 6aiCeu
SluralT SIIBE gnu FTahg FHIHIHmer HHHbHe0 OCaTewiG @WUIIB supmISLILL
Gouewihd, o ully @lEHeiled GBHLURSERSG FTauCshF BwdHbule e ms @i
aupmislilL.  Gouewi(Bld — omseiald,  GQURISIPQUITS  BHevdE 2 UL 6UTHET
WPOTeMHHEWI(H  UTHSSULLLaTH6T  SGwBleneiey @i Henevd@ — SHeitermliu Gt
FCWTHSGD DG eupmsiiuL CouewiB. @6 BWITG FTauCshF HJHHe0TaIHTH
SIAUTH6IT GUTLDHTET aumISHGL CuUIGHIOTOISHTE BHHH GCeuewi(BLD

STEIMOEVTSHSUILL L. GBULURISEHSGHD HBHFH MeubSLILL BeiTen DFFluled e HHer 6
GOURIGBEHEGD DUTHNH 2 M6y 6UHLD ImIHGHD SleuToele GHBLOUF iU
STHIGBEIQUIITHTRT  (h OFHTens LTSHTHFHD EenLSHTe0  OlBTHLILIETEUTS  GULPRISLILIL
Gouewipd. BFH oF dpprpwfer sbuemHmed GHHH OCHTHSWTS  EUPHISLILIL
GouawiBLD. EBHWET  AUPRIGUSH  CHSHEUMBUWINID  DleuTHeMest o mey B  HHOLLD
BTVHMS LTHHET0e0 alemgaled ieuTsemen alengalsd Gl GBHLUSHIL G Denenidd
Bouemr(BLD.

weiteoimev  BGumgmefaend@d  SlauTseller  HevalFFTaipiHmev CaslsTEH  DieuTHer 6
sFHmw UfCFTHeHa SeuTaende OummsHswTar  Geauemev aupmislilL  CeuamiBLd
9I8x5CuTed aGFL CHemeudGLUBSHSLILLCLTHSGHD Buievddnigul Geuemev  eULDMISLILIL
Bouemr(BLD.

SO0  MAILSHH0 DML MeUHH bHBdeT o Ler Wempfbsiur  CeuemiBLd
ML  UBBIFFLG  OHTeneusHSLILILLTEVILD, BITEDIISHONTEL  LIGOAUHSHLOTS
updidsliu’Lren  Sgmw  Csusflar o mFILGHHIL G GuwiT  FfluTTaslUL B
aupmisluL.  Gouewi(Bld.  (WeTefleumuissTellsd el ULl L.  QUTHIDSS6T6ET  6UTSH6ILD
SmSHHMBGSL o FfwplL G eupmsiuL CeoueamsiBLb.

OzTELIL:
SHelepTFd Tl  eweowFLFwevemlwme  CFwBulL  @bhH 0 GBSW BTV
BLAGSHmBHMET  SglienLuled  LeleuheuasiauBens  OFHTESHSHHeTCenmd.  ieneu

LTedT6u(HLOTmI:

o 9flwed Hey OFHTLIUTET Gl WIMISET:

70



AULEG FPHG Bwenibdh Foewly S g (HerLm Hujoud LomHlevLD)
BTTEDIQIDUITSSHMEV HHEH60 GSHTLILITET Al WmS6

® auiehlD, B, WeMHSTEND CFHTLTUTET el UWIRISH6N:
STeTLOELTSSUILLCLT] GFHTLJumer el Wmhise: :
bHHBIMBLIGLITSI(WenB CHTLFUTET Gl WIMISHEIT::

@Aih OHTLIUTET eIl WmIS6T:

Blenaign(hHe0 OHTLTUTET el UImsGe6T:

LoTeUBSHSH6T QHTLTUTET L UWIBISET:

eiteumpey GGHTLIUTET el WhiS6T: Fepsld, SHeNuTeT, &L L ewLLIL:
srenillzFdlenen CHTLJuTeT @il WmigeT:

SITFWLBMBHH6T OFHTLFUTET Gl LIKIBET
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LDGOTGOTTIT  LOMeUL_L_LD
(LEOTEDIGIT

Beomimnaulled eyl FHETUISHIBEHHGHOW BLOLmB Gumi 2009.05.18 2 L& (Lp1geyBBS.
ALEG FHwdG wiser  @UGumflemed  umflwene welld o flew  LBELHMETULD.
o uiflipliyssmenuid  GaTsHFHlplibeemenud  aHJosTmIL].  DiHmaTer  HHGW,
AuiiGGenm S saltupaleoemey. welld 2o e  WBeLEHeT  GBISHHID,  GLUIL|SEse6iT
&BH8sT gFiabhrssHBE0, mSHW BTGH6T FmUSSGSLD (POBUILLSBEG DIEHLOITH
&LbHSH 6UBLLD YJLLmgh wighd Qevmensd SFFTargh  Omeleur  CuremeuulBGsv LD
QeasHer  16x  weld o fleww  Beosewen  CoBOETERICLID  6Te  LISJRISLOTS
IBEBIS0ETIIH HevellamibasdhIBaTer GUTBi(pemBHeT uBBlw o mSoTfsmen SielsHsgl.

HeLeVeNISHSHHMBTeT  GUTHS(emBHeT uBPw HeobHTCuTFmeadbETe  GFweveni 26.01.2016
ol Ursogmed BWOSSUUL LS.  “2 aviewenuibd, BEHleuiud il el bkl weflls 2 [flewio
UBOS@p5E&  COLTDILLSHEBme 2 mSIILGSD),  BloUTTTSBBETET  ULPDBEMET 2 (HeUTdHD]
BevEImEUIe)  BOITSSSMS  GHLIEBSHHIUSBBTAT BB ICLITESSBM6MULD,  CLTH(LpenBSameniLd
upmil  QUTSISHEHL T  BeVBSTCvTFMmanEmer  GumelsTaias” BFOFulevemiule  Lewllwms
SIDLOHHSHI.

Ursogmed  BluwbldsiulL 11 (petetenil  BUTHMET 2 _6TeMLSHW  HevhHTEeTFemes
Gawevemil Fepsd  WLL  SEODLILSHEHLIT  HeUHGHIOTWITY 15  eueowl  OFuleveullsemern
o (HouTHH WG Geomiensulsd @MHESHEB 9  OTHTEIMIGNED 7  LOTHTERISETED  LOTHT6wT
FHWTSHOD UL  HpddHled wWwTeaul L FHwTes 8  omeul Lmisbelenld eueowl  GgFuleveuolueo
o (HaumdhsluUl L. BTH (Wpeugild OFSIB Hevellewidasd GUITHI(LmMBEET, 6lFUIET(LPEBHEIT
OHTLAIeL @evmienasulsd HevellesEHmSH GgBLBSHIUSBHTE DFFTAIH  (PSH(LPDBUITS
W&HHEHGHE USJRISOTE SHHHIHHMET UPRIGD euTWIlemL  6UpmIdS  GUISHILSS6TL (LpLD
UTEHSSIULL SEefLpld  SHHHSHmeT  HILGL @ wupdeow  Bsleeoul
GFwevenilullenr OQFWBUITLTGLD.

Ueteupld  Breid — OuTpipenBaend,Coupl  gomeug  GuImsi(wenpsseT  SBLULIET  Siene
OHTLIUTSHD LDHBEHWL  H(HHHIHHMENT ©_6TeuThid  Hevellenidd CFwed SiewlulanmsbE
S HensUIBoug 66V O&wevemniluilermemL i SLMLOWITGLD. DITFTHISHSH GTT60
paTOMAWNUL L QuUTPi(LpeNBE6IT:

1. alGsL eupdh@ TG 2 e6Temsalw B QuTpsipens

2. 2 _&WIewD, B, HeveVlewISHSD OBMID Wel HISPTMD GHTLALITE S1en6ThE(LD.

3. BT HBEHEHITAT  DIGVIAICVBLD.

4.  sreomoeoCUTGeITi CEHTLIUTET Al WMISmeT MBWTEHISBHTER  DIGVIAIEVBLD.

5. Gouml gsmeug GUTBI(LpeB

Aevmmauled CuTHSGUIIHHW  Epedled ISBTUISPD OBHBILD FLOTHTEI(PD  OBHTBIRISIWL
BlemeoulGeuG o sitengl. @bHFH o ewienwTe Heneoulenal HHHHD OBTewIh HeLe)ewIHS

aleol  OQFwevemiwTengdl SHog Usniulenet CuBosTaiBerendl. SFCFWMBUTLIQET 261 T&H
aueLWFLFWeveml ST gul HHGHHISmeNU|D LfihHiemIsenenud SIFFBG FwililebH Gl

@mbhak 20090  ewiBeusy  @ITamlauSHH T HODLSEET  CUHHOSHTMHWITS
GameveolILl (B BHBHBTTH6T. BeUTHEHEBTHRN HEH ETaID HewL HBHLCILBENOMEV.
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19900  oewi( eI  LoTeUl L SH&Hed  @mbhgH  OeuefCuBmriul’ L (perdedld  bdSH6iT
Be1@CumpsHdled LevGaml Faumeddsendd (PHD CETREHSHBTTH6T. DUTHEHHSTE B
Beaialem] 2 mISHULGSHIULL a1606D6V.

LDGITERIMIT  LOT6UL L &lesT LT 6sT6ar6001)

Mannar District - Sri Lanka LOGHTGITT  LOTGUL L LOTGNGI  BI6HE  SeDeaErhD
;| QaIMTe  ampdlan @  Lg6sab.  etenT)
i LOTGUL L LD BmeLHD Lfley 6N
flébslul (hetengl  LoeTeITidey,  GLIBHBIeOLILITLIL,

/]
"‘ lanthai Vast

“levteaTi  OTOUL L BT  QOTHS  [BleVLILITLILY
1880apsy BT  CBTewH 201210 yeih
a1 CBGBLALe 99051 YD LDSIEITT
LOTGUL_L_LDT6OT G 5UpCsha Cweoriifla|semer
Osmemi(heiTen gl LDGBTGOTITIT W] (€537
Gawevslilflay,wpaed  Ip8ss  GFwevsliifley,
wrhemsCiome  Uitss  Gwevslifley, @
MpBss  Qwevsliifle, mremiLmear UgCss
Cawevslilfley ou@Hb. o WbaH  LITCHs
CawevasLifloyb@etend 153 &gmo  CFemeuwiment
Ufley o 6o S&LILGSH GBS

+400000 LDGBTGUTTIT LOTGUL L_LDT6OT 19841D 1,601 (h

sTeolIUGFHeuem]  WSa|D  SDWFHWTeT (b
T LTS @(HbHSH UbII6TeNH. SLeoimed 19841D gpewigl@ LIBULL  Smeod OFHTLSHHLD
LOGITEUITT  LOTOUL L SH60  SITemlouHHemeuild, eJeneaill  U|SHdHE(pdbBeTamad, LevGeaump
Camemev LBBID YL BLGHH0 gFlhueumiseT GuBbarerensiul BeTener. 198410  SLewi(
orfsPl 40 sleLulled BLOUBB  HewienlCeuguieneard OCHTLAHSH  SITamied et
QUTHILSH6NT 1BH BLASHW  HeWIPYSHHOIOTE  0BTenevbeups  HTdHGHHedemed 300B&G LD
DIFHBLOTHT  QUTHIDSSH6T  CBTELOLILILLMTH6T. 198410 SuewwiB sl 131D HedH e
Omwrrmdmsd wBp SeumLear  GCFibd  gamearGummd  O®medeolILL LTTH6T. 19851
Wi & 060 FHaHoimpl shomsd OGuwfl uedflwer SigsenmpLer  Ggibgd 10 Gui
GaTemev QEFWIWIILL L TideT. Ged 198510 el & WG 30D HHSH, UL SHH6WIL 60
MBsasdHdlev 40 Siglsomareuiser GamedeOLILLLTH6T. GCBamBUULL  HTHEHH0H6NT WTa|D
SiuuTal QUTHILSS6T g CBOSTETOILLL HThHEHH0DHN SLGLD.

GuoBLy OFTeNey FLDLIGURISET SHSH6T WHHUIL UTfl DIFHTeUene0HMmMETUD, DIFFHMBUD
IBUBSHSHUIGIL 63T 6JJITGITLOT 60T B em6TI(hITEH6IT SIS ETHEDLULI o ulleny sTiuTBsls
CETaTUSBHTHAID,  LIPUTRGMSBETEALD — UHHGH(WDHEHLET  DewewibhdH QUL
SHGHudBG aPCaralwgl. SHCHTH 1990 Sewi 301 Hsg UL WTHWD o6t
LTI L SHFH60 uTDhHEH  6ubSH (Weredld  éHH6T  OleueMCuBBLILIL L Tig6T. S&FFIDLIAIDTEIS
ST (1pervedd  dbselemL B @hheH UHSH QBB  GHMEUHSHIL 6T  (LJ6ILIT(HEHm6N
® (HOUTHSIIQU! GlbBleneoud GHmeirmiwig.

LOGUTEOITT  LOMGUL L LoTeoTd 198410 Spewi(h OHTL S Gepieuen] W HSHHHMMe0 LTSS L
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Preamble

Defined as, the range of processes and mechanisms associated with a society’s attempts to
come to terms with the legacy of large-scale abuses in order to ensure accountability, serve
Jjustice and achieve reconciliation, the concept of transitional Justice, naturally, awakens the
hopes and aspirations of many a victim as well the General- public at large, for Justice.

A key question relating to Transitional Justice is whether there is sufficient political will at
the national level and political buy-in from relevant stakeholders -including the affected
victim communities- for any transitional justice mechanism.7

The setting up of the Consultations task Force (CTF) and the subsequent devolution on to the
Zonal Task Forces® undoubtedly doubted that popular doubt.

Nonetheless, the dynamic leadership of the Chairperson of the Commission was hardly
matched by anyone, particularly the Administrative Secretariat that was severely tainted
with bureaucracy; lack of coordination; unprofessional conduct; and a mediocre CEO.

Even with the given the extremely limited time space, most of the Members of the Zonal Task
Force joined this process, in their unequivocal concern for matters of National Interest,
amidst many a hurdle and hardship adding yet another burden to their already crowded
personal and professional lives.

" Handbook on Transitional Justice-Sri Lanka, South Asian Centre for Legal Studies, 2015, South Asian Centre
for Legal Studies
¥ even though after the lapse of the first mandated period
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Methodology

The Zonal Task Force of Sabaragamuwa ZTF), soon after their appointment, followed by the
three (03) day Residential Workshop into the relatively ‘new’ arena, had four (04)
Committee Meetings before ‘stepping onto the ground’.

The considerable distances between the residences and/ or office of the Members,
particularly the fact that, one Member was resident in Colombo; another was employed in
Colombo; another was from Ratnapura and that two were from Kegalle, made immense
practical difficulties in these meetings. The archaic Financial Regulations added much to the
misery.

Invitation for Submissions:

The Zonal Task Force (Here-in-after also referred to as the ZTF) designed and drafted an
Invitation for submission’ which was circulated by Email as well as by Post to over two
hundred people.

- Annexure I

Nonetheless, it is regrettable that only one person was interested and of course kind enough
to respond.

-Annexure II

Social Media:

In addition, a social media page was set up on Facebook(FB) titled Reconciliation for
Sabaragamuwa. The afore-mentioned financial constraints restricted further Media
awareness and interaction, for instance, promoting the FB page for a fee. It is much regretted
that even the CTF failed to make use of these readily available social media or even the Mass
Media, to the full.

Focus Group Discussions:

The ZTF held four Focus Group Discussions as follows:

1 With the AGA of Mawanella, 18 July
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-Focus: The hindrances to Reconciliation in Mawanella and Dewanagala.

- Annexure III

2 At the AGA’s Office, Mawanella 22 July Morning
-Focus: Recurring communal riots in Mawanella
-Annexure III

3 At the AGA’s Office, Mawanella 22 July Afternoon
- Focus: Devanagala- About to erupt?

-Annexure II1

4 At the AGA’s office, Deraniyagala 30 July Morning
- Focus:

-Annexure IV

5 At the AGA’s office, Deraniyagala 30 July Afternoon
- Focus:

- Annexure IV

6 At the AGA’s office, Balangoda 05 August Morning
- Focus: Wild Elephants
- Annexure V

6 At the AGA’s office, Balangoda 05 August Afternoon
- Focus:

- Annexure V

7 At the AGA’s office, Ruwanwella 11 August Afternoon
- Focus:

- Annexure IV

8 At the University of Peradeniya 17 August
-Focus: Communal Tensions in Mawanella
-Annexure VI

Public Meetings:

9 At the AGA’s office, Ratnapura 10 August
- Focus:

- Annexure VII

10 At the AGA’s office, Ruwanwella 11 August Morning
- Focus:

- Annexure IV

9 AGA’s Office, Godakawela 16 August
-Focus:

-Annexure VII
10 At the AGA’s office, Eheliyagoda 18 August

- Focus:
- Annexure V
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Even though each Member of the ZTF agreed and sent their area reports, the Ratnapura
Member who undertook to prepare the ones for Ratnapura, Eheliyagoda and Godakawela
was yet to send in his reports even at the time of finalizing this Report.

The ZTF sent their own Letters to the District and Divisional Secretaries to initiate the
process.

-Annexure VIII

At the Consultations- both the FGDs and Public Meetings, the literature sent by the CTF as
well as other material, in all three languages, were distributed to make the public aware as to
the TJ process.

-Annexure IX

Even though THE Form/ Questionnaire sent in by the CTF was initially used, since most of
the participants who used it found it extremely complicated in turn taking so long to fill it
and seeking our assistance , making it quite a hassle, we introduced our own Form.

- Annexure X
- Annexure XI

In addition, we also used another detailed ‘Tick-in Questionnaire’, to speak to the
participants.

- Annexure XII

Ground Situation:
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Indicator

Total Population
By Sex

By Sector

By Ethnic Group

By Religion

By Education Status

By Economic Status

Literacy Rate

Highlights

Census of Population and Housing - 2012
Sabaragamuwa Province

Male
Female
Urban

Rural

Estate
Sinhalese
Tamil

Sri Lanka Moor
Other
Buddhist
Hindu

Islam

Other

No schooling
Passed primary

Passed
secondary
Passed G.C.E. O/L
or equivalent
Passed G.C.E. A/L
or equivalent
Degree or above

Total Active
Male Active
Female Active
Total Inactive
Male Inactive

Female Inactive

Computer Literacy Rate

Unit

Number
Number

Number

Percent

Percent
Percent
Percent
Percent
Percent
Percent
Percent

Percent

Percent
Percent
Percent
Percent

Percent

Percent

Percent

Percent
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number

Number

B2l
991,434
6.0

85.9
8.1
86.4
0.2
4.3
0.1
85.7
8.1

4.4
1.7
4.8
24.8
41.5

15.7
11.3

1.9
788,805
533,772
255,033
672,323
167,686
504,637

94.8
19.9

Sabaragamuwa | Ratnapura
Province

1,928,655

District
1,088,007
536,401

551,606
9.1

81.7
O
87.1
10.7
2.1
0.1
86.7
9.4

2.2
1.7
5.7
26.0
42.1

14.3
10.1

1.7
460,154
314,231
145,923
364,635

89,812
274,823
93.9
18.4

Kegalle
District

840,648
400,820

439,828
1.9

91.3
6.8
85.5
7.3
7.1
0.1
84.4
6.5

7.3
1.8
3.6
2887,
40.8

17.3
12.8

2:3
328,651
219,541
109,110
307,688

77,874
229,814
96.0
21.9
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FGD- Analysis:

As explained in detail elsewhere too in this Report, the time ‘window’; the abyss of awareness
of the General Public on the pertinent process; the innate impassion- characteristic of Sri
Lankan culture, particularly on matters public; the severe lack of resources; related archaic
Regulations regime; appalling dearth of competent and committed staff at the
Administrative Secretariat; proved worthy adversaries in the entire process.

The Sabaragamuwa Provincial zone under the purview of the ZTF is a relatively peaceful area
where comparatively lesser number of incidents had been reported with regard to the
conflict/ civil disturbances, other than Mawanella.

Mawanella:

Mawanella in fact was the ‘hot spot’ identified in the zone with three of the four Sinhala-
Muslim clashes in the Island, taking place here.o

The first incident in Mawanella in the year 1951 was followed by the second in 1952. Then
there was a long lull before the third rampage in 2001.

-Kindly refer to the detailed discussion in Annexure III and VI.

The partiality and inactivity of the police® was stressed as a reason for the related
aggravations.

Irresponsibility on the part of the Media too was stated.

The population ratios running closer; the rat race for limited resources; and the severe
competition to grab the limited market'?; over-politicisation; watchful interests of the
extreme external forces; were quoted as other contributory factors, for the mess here.

Thus, this recurring pattern only points to the unreconciled differences between the two
related Religious groups which in turn blames it on the absence of a state policy to address
and redress issues of Transitional Justice.

The fact that, the top-most politician of the Province who/ whose body-guards were reported
to be instrumental in initiating this unwarranted calamity in 2001, remains at large
continuing to hold his coveted position res ipsa loquitor the lack of Truth and Justice even

° Even the first reported incident in 1915, took place in Gampola, bordering Mawanella.
% The conduct of ASP Sriyantha Peiris was severely criticsed by many.
u Sinhala 80,784

Muslim 36,351

Tamil 2,140

Other 64
119,339

“The majority of businesses in Mawanella, Aranayake, Gavilipitiya and Hemmathagama are owned by Muslim
Traders whereas the Agricultural produce of the majority Sinhalese is being purchased by the Muslim Trader
folks. The many Industries run by the Muslims including Garments, Umbrellas, Shoes, Bags and Incense sticks,
employ Sinhala brethren.
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into a matter of such catastrophic consequences on the part of the State earmarks a complete
system failure.3, 4

This lacuna inevitably leads to a loss of faith in the system; arbitrary action by individuals/
groups; and anarchy.

The lack of adequate reparations too was highlighted by many.

- Please refer to Annexure XVII

Dewanagala:

Dewanagala, was also highlighted as another ’brewing- pot’ in the area waiting to erupt and
constantly being fueled and tried by extremist groups who are mostly external forces rather
than the local residents.s The locals went onto even name two individuals®¢, as the ones
behind this provoking attempts whom they believe have the ulterior motive of robbing the
antiquities at the historic temple.

Dewanagala records important historic events preserving architectural remains from the
Anuradhapura era'7; the Kandyan era'® as well as two Royal Grants, viz: the one given to
Captain Nagaragiri who invaded Burma in the 11t Century under Parakramabahu the first
and the one given by King Wimaladharmasooriya to Ven. Ratnalankara Thero who helped
him become King, carved in the rock.

The need for clear demarcation of the boundaries as well as the buffer zone of the historical
site of Dewanagala was much highlighted. The present dispute is that, there are Muslims
resident in the buffer zone which some claim as an encroachment into the Buddhist Temple
property. Some of these residents are in possession of 100-150 year old deeds.® The
extension of the buffer zone from 200m to 400m too has further aggravated communal
tensions.

Even though Dewanagala was declared as a Historic monument in 2004 by a Gazzetted
Order, the boundary lines have not been demarcated up to today.

The longer this issue remains unresolved the more complicated and unreconcilliable it would
become.

- Please refer to Annexure III and VI

Kuragala:

13 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mawanella_riots
1% "Fora place in the sun". The Hindu. 15 Jul 2001.

> Not that there is no support from the locals.

'® Anura Manchanayake- the then Opposition Leader of the Galigamuwa Pradeshiya Sabha and B.U.Dias- The
Magistrate Court of Mawanella issued a Restraining Order against both in Case bearing No. B6085/ 13.

v Isurumunipaya

1 Tampita vehera

Y The veracity of these documents requires a separate exercise.
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Kuragala off Balangoda was also quipped as a sensitive area where there are historical
remains which are claimed as theirs by both the Buddhists and the Muslims.

Even here the locals complained that, whilst the residents attempted peaceful measures, the
external groups.

-Kindly refer to Annexure XIX.
The other two larger issue concerns, were,
- the July 1983 Riots; and
- the 1989-1990 JVP resurrection.
July 1983 Riots:
Most affected by the July 1983 Riots were found to be the Estate workers.

The dire need for a Transitional Justice (TJ) mechanism was clearly highlighted by their sad
accounts:

K. Marie Ayi:

“I had nine(09) in the family. We lost our brother in 1983 when he went to Colombo. He was
only 13 then. Everyone went into the jungle for protection. When they returned after 19 days
our houses had been destroyed and all our belongings had been looted. My brother returned
after a month but the Army re-arrested him and detained him before releasing him. We did
not get any compensation whatsoever. ”

1989-1990 JVP Insurrection:
Many complaints of missing persons reached us.

Mrs. Padmini Chandralatha Menike2°

She lost both her husband?! as well as her father22. Both of them are still ‘missing’; no
culprits have been arrested; The truth is still not known; No reparations received.

Mrs. P.Podi Nona:

The mother of Ms. Padmini corroborated this story.

Jaslyn Nona:

An unidentified masked group came and shot her husband, a driver of the CTB.23
She lost her house and land due landslides.

Dhanushka:

20

of

2 Palihakkarage Jayantha Guneratne

2 Hapuarachchi Vidanage Piyadasa Jayasuriya
2 A.H.Sugathadasa
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His father24, A CTB driver was killed by the JVP.

“My mother slaved as a maid to raise us. She was only 21. We were in hiding in various
places. I or my sisters could not sit any exams.

Leelawathie:

Her story is sad indeed and highlights the absence of Rule of Law and the difficulties faced
by poor villagers in seeking Justice.

Her brother who was running a bakery, is still missing since 1989.
She and her family faced severe hardships from the JVP.
According to her, the JVP is quite powerful in the area even by 1999.25

Under their pressure, the Land Reform Commission (LRC) attempted to divide three and a
half acres from her eight acre land for which her father already had a court decree. In April
1999, known persons attempted to kill her, her parents and brother. They cut her hand and
her brother;s shoulder. Even though she identified the culprits the case was dismissed for
delay in receiving the MLR. The LRC pressurized her to withdraw the case she filed against
them in promise to issue permit two years ago. But no permit received to date.

The Pradeshiya Sabhawa of the area widened the road very close to her house, but did not
even complete road. The edge of her land fell on her house in June 2014 and the Pradeshiya
Sabhawa is silent to date.

P.A.Gamini Chandrasena:

He was arrested in 1971, as a student of eighteen years and was saved by the wife of the
O.1.C.. He witnessed two girls being raped before his own eyes.

Then he was arrested in 1989 after in Jaffna and Kilinochchi prisons for two and a half years.
He witnessed the harassment of two girls by the Army. A Brigadier named Angammana led
all this.

Natural Disasters:
The problems persisted even two months from the landslides in Aranayake.

There were eleven (11) Refugee camps housing 220 families and 135 deaths had been
estimated.

The residents complained that two major schools2® had been closed for over two months due
to they being used as temporary camps for the displaced whereas according to them, there
were alternative places with similar resources.2”

** K.G.Wimalasena
%> with the JVP joining the then Government
2 Rajagiriya Maha Vidyalaya and Sumangala Maha Vidyalaya
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The absence of a clear State policy in case of a disaster, was raised time and again by the
participants. For instance, the steps taken to put up toilets in school playgrounds, the setting
up of the kitchen on the school inroads, the spread of drug abuse were emphasized the most.

Kumburugama:

Several incidents of landslides have been reported from this area in 1942, 1989, 2007 and
2016.

The affected 89 families claim that, the Geologists certified it as a ‘high risk’ area in 2007 but
only 16 families received alternative lands.

Their grievance is that, on the basis that, the geoligsts now in 2016 certifying the area as a *
medium risk’ one the camps were removed and were asked to return to the same area/
houses they earlier claimed as high risk.

“We are now at a temple. We have not received anything from the Government. None of us
are permantly employed. We all are labourers. When it rains my small one asks me ‘ thaththi,
will the hill come down today?”

Paladeniya:

In 2007, the state Geologists termed it a ‘high risk’ area and 26 houses were evacuated but
later these Specialists changed their classification to ‘ medium risk’.

The residents believe that, since they were about to be given lands from the nearby Estates,
the Estate companies would have bribed these officials to change their claim.

Citizens also complained that the State was rather inactive with regard to providing
permanent replacement shelter to the displaced and that the ongoing projects to do that
were spear-headed by Private Companies.28

Estate Workers:
Almost all the Estate workers complained about their poor living conditions.

“We live in 8X12 rooms. Our basic salary is only Rs.450/. We get that only if we work for 19
days. Can’t do anything if it rains. We do not get Janasaviya/ Samurdhi or Subsidies.

-Please refer to Annexure VI

Most of them made a plea for, urgent repairs to their line rooms Title to their lands, a bigger
land, electricity, water and toilet facilities.

Many of them also complained that, the illicit liquor business and the Drugs trade was
creating havoc in the area thus requested for intervention to curb the menace.

%’ For instance, Pallepamunuwa Maha Vidyalaya, Thalgaspitiya Maha Vidyalaya former school premises which
are now closed are suitable alternatives with lesser opportunity cost.
?®like Rhino and Dialog.
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The employees attached to Lassahenawatte in Deraniyagala complained that the Agreement
by the Government to continue their status as JEDB Estate/ workers when they transferred
workers in 1983 has been completely disregarded.

- Kindly refer to Annexure XX and XXI.
-Please refer to Annexure XXII and XXIII.

The severe shortage of Tamil speaking officers at Government offices including and specially
at the Divisional Secretariats was stressed even by the State Officers we met.29

Even though this Task Force was appointed for a specific purpose, both the FGDs as well as
the Public Meetings were inundated with general, day to day problems of the people. The
ZTF believes that, the reason for this are two-fold:

1 the lack of public awareness on the process;
2 the lack of official opportunity for people to present their grievances.
Discrimination:

There were complaints from the Tamil Community of discriminatory treatments by the
State, which we believe should be gone into:

I In allocating lands, a Sinhalese family gets 10 perches whereas a Tamil family gets
only 7;

Ii The vacancies for Tamil speaking officers are not filled;

Tii When a Sinhalese wants to go abroad, he only has to produce the Grama Sevaka
approval whereas a Tamil needs to produce approval from the Estate Superintendent
as well;

Iv Even the banks do not accept the letters given to Estate employees;

\% The difficulty in obtaining IDs for persons not working for the Estate because the

Superintendents would not certify their applications;
Vi Even the Education College applications have to be certified by the Superintendent;

Vii There are three officers to represent one Religion but none to represent other three
Religions;3°

Viii

Introduction of Palm Trees:

2 “In the Nivithigala DS Divisional Secretariat area alone, there are 10,000 Tamils but only 1 Tamil Speaking
officer in the AGA office.”-Please refer to Ratnapura proceedings.
*Not a single officer in the entire Ratnapura District;
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Many Estate workers as well as villagers were concerned about the threats by the
introduction of the Palm Tree plantation. “Lalan is introducing Palm tree plantation. It
attracts mice and then the snakes come in to eat the rats. It destroys the water resources. ”

Already, the areas of Lassagama; Thummayima, Anhettigama; Kandewatte; Gerandiyahena
have been badly affected by this plantation. And they are making preparations to do that in
Noorie estate and Malibada.

“It draws 10 times the water and fertilizer needed for Rubber. This fertilizer gets added to the
water resources. Already 80% of water is lost.”

The next mostly discussed issue remained the Environment related matters.

These included, the dust problem at Handagiriya, Balangoda.

Wild Elephant attacks:

Wild elephant issue at Handagiriya, Balangoda was raised as a major Environmental issue at
Balangoda where the issue seemed more political like any other issue, than it appears prima-
facie. The affected villagers complained that, the real reason for the elephants to come out of
the jungle was that, some of the politically —backed mass scaled cattle farm owners getting
their cows into the jungle through the electric fence. Thus when there is no grass left for the
elephants they come seeking food. There are fifty two (52) villages affected by this problem,
particularly, Welipatha, Diyainna, Innagala, Sandagiriya,

The villagers also complained of the carnage created by other wild animals like the monkeys,
wild boar and dandu lena who destroy all crops.

Disposal of Garbage:
The issue of disposal of garbage is rampant.

The residents of Navodayagamas3! complained that garbage disposal was a serious issue
where a family/ house had only 4-5 perches to do everything. At one time the Pradeshiya
Sabha concerned had disposed of their garbage into the village cemetery making it difficult
to bury the dead.

The Ambuluwawa garbage disposal issue where a current Minister has leased out his 100
odd acre land which bounds the Aranayake Pradeshiya Sabha area to the Gampola Urban
Council to dump the garbage of Gampola was criticized by the Officials as well as many.

The helplessness of the very officers to handle certain situations was made evident by the fact
that even the Deputy to the AGA — Godakawela complained that the fish market at the
Madampe Junction was causing serious environmental and health hazards.3?

Scarcity of Water:

31 .
A village set up under Gamudawa programme
32 “It is impossible to live in the Kahawatte AGA office or the Bungalow. ”
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Many villages are faced with the scarcity of water. Thahamanna, Thalagama, Kirindigala
Kudagama are just to name a few.

Non-sustainable & Haphazard Development Attempts:
The poorly planned development work seemed a popular problem.33

The attempts to build a Hydro-power station across the Diyabethma ella and Lunumendilla
Ella

The illegal constructions along the Ma-Oya on which the state authorities keep a choicy blind
eye seemed an area that needs not just swift attention but strict urgent action. The lack of
coordination and cooperation betwixt different State Agencies appear to be a major reason
for non- action on these unauthorised constructions.

Road access:

Several villages are in need of road access and urgent repairs to existing roads.34
Lack of Health facilities & Medicine:

Scarcity of medicine at State Hospitals was noted.35

The Doctors who attended the consultations requested that the rural hospitals be uplifted to
avert the congestion in the Base Hospitals.3¢

Absence of Rule of Law:

The rampant business of illegal slaughtering houses was simply made evident by the fact that
there exists six Beef Stalls in Mawanella but not a single authorized slaughtering house.

Judicial injustice:

A truly sad story of deplorable injustice narrated by one participant has to be included here
simply to show how the police and even the Judiciary torment innocent citizens making the
entire system of Justice and Rule of Law into a sheer mockery. 37

AS per Mr. Wijeratne, he was arrested by the Deraniyagala police under suspicion of
Terrorist activities in 1989 May where one Police Sergeant Ariyadasa Samarawickrama of
No.86, Vidyala Mawatha, Deraniyagala forced him and his wife, Dodawatte Gamaralalage
Vasantha Guneratne to transfer the piece of land they were in possession of by cultivation

** The Mawanella- Hemmathagama road expansion work had deprived many people of their safety, the
schools of their playgrounds,

3 Udapamunuwa- Katugahawatte Road in Mawanella; Handagiriya- Handaganapura Road in Balangoda;

%> Where even the basic drugs like the one for cholesterol was not available either in Aranayake or
Hemmathagama compelling people to come all the way to the Mawanella Hospital.

*® For example, by upgrading the Hemmathagama and Aranayake Divisional Hospital to that of Base Hospital —
B Grade, the congestion at Mawanella- Base Hospital- B can be averted. We learnt that, at the moment 700-
800 patients attended the Mawanella Hospital Clinics on Tuesdays and Thursdays where there are only eight
Doctors in the Medical ward.

3 Mr. Kuruwita Arachchige Ranjith Wijeratne of Kanishta Vidyala Mawatha, Deraniyagala.
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and residence in his name. Once they promised to do that Mr. Wijeratne was released and
the Transfer was made by signing a document before a lady who was doing such legal/land
work. Mr. Wijeratne caught the same sergeant at his place with his wife. Mr. Wijeratne sued
his wife for Divorce in the district Court of Avissawella in Case bearing No. D/5762/08 where
the said Sergeant was added as a Co-Defendant. Rather surprisingly, on 06.07.2010, the
learned District Court Judge taking the case on an ex-parte trial as against the wife, granted
the divorce but did not take any action with regard to the Co-Defendant who was present in
Court. Naturally aggrieved by this series of trgedy Mr. Wijeratne requested and retired on
medical grounds.

He has two children.
Limitations:

As explained elsewhere in this Report as well, there was severe dearth of general awareness
on the entire process of Transitional Justice. The lack of Media coverage, publications and
statements as well as activity stood to stand culprit for this public naivity. Had there been a
better role played by the State as well the National Task Force, the results thus the public
awareness; the public participation as well as the public input would have been far greater.

As a result of this lack of home work by the CTF and State, every single individual had to be
taught; familiarized; and ... before every single consultation.

The cooperation from the Secretariat headed by the CEO at times reached appalling heights.
For instance, the serious delays in obtaining the Letters of Appointment; Identity Cards; and
funds spoke much for the efficiency with which they worked. This so-called Secretariat failed
to even at the simple task of sending of Letters to the respective Government Agents and
their Assistants (AGAs). Almost none of the Gas or the AGAs had received a letter from
Colombo thus totally unawares before we contacted them and followed the time consuming
process of familiarizing them with the entire process before we asked for their assistance.
The CEO failed to pick up the phone and/ or computer to simply make these key officers
aware even where we had issues and even when we sought her assistance.

Simply put the process would have run smoother if not for this mediocre ‘head’ at the helm
of administrative affairs.

This inefficiency had far graver consequences where for instance, the GA of Kegalle had not
received any intimation of the ongoing process thus unawares hence completely non-
cooperative. The ZTF lost invaluable opportunities of holding a FGD and a Public Meeting,
as planned.

The conduct of the CEO seems completely irrational that, she has refused to give the ZTF the
proceedings of our own consultations which would have made our efforts very much easier.

This CEO , not only refused to cooperate but purposefully sabotaged even our efforts to
prepare this report by calling in every Note-taker who were willing to work with the ZTF on
Saturday the 18t September, to office, for reasons only known to herself.

The lack of coordination; the by-passing of the ZTF Chairman at times; the inability to
address issues and take a decision on her part added to the delay in the ZTF finalizing the
Reports and Accounts. This Officer who refused to come on a weekend to finalise accounts
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was witnessed working with even the note- takers and other staff on a Saturday the
Accountant reluctantly agreed to do so.

Serious Objections to the process:
Two major incidents of disruption occurred in Mawanella and Ruwanwella.

The Mawanella incident related to an officer attached to the AGA’s Office Mawanella
assigned from the Ministry of National Integration blocking and discouraging the
participants from taking part in the discussions; sending them away; and even scolding
them. At one point he had even criticized one of our own Members, viz: Ms. Pathma
Pushpakanthi, and we invited him to come and talk to us direct.

-Please refer to Annexure IV.

The other incident was an even worse one where the AGA, Ruwanwella officially invited us to
address the Grama Sevaka (GS) s of the area but the participant GSs made an about turn the
moment we concluded the awareness and started posing questions.

In the given circumstances, we briefed them back that we were there simply on invitation;
not representing an NGO but simply the State; they would soon be thanking us for what we
did today here for soon they would be duty bound to coordinate these measures in their
respective villages.

It is unfortunate that the proceedings do not reflect this episode correctly.

-Please refer to Annexure X.

Even at the FGD at Godakawela there was a minor incident where a group of women
expressed an opinion that, this whole exercise was totally unnecessary; would only lead to
‘our boys being jailed” and that they came only to see whether we are distributing anything.

- Please refer to Annexure XIV.

Unfortunately as most other proceedings the one related to this too is incomplete thus
seriously flawed.

This sad situation could have been easily averted if only the proceedings were shared with
the ZTF as soon as they were completed.

Breakdown:
M F Total
Focus 22nd July Mawanella Mawanella 11 5 17
Group
Discussion 30th July Noorie Estate, 83 | Deraniyagala 19 19 38
riots, 89 JVP
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10th August Wild elephants, Balangoda 35 23 58
women &
children’s issues
11" August | Grama Niladhari Ruwanwella 14 29 43
PM & FGD Divisional
Secretary
Office
1.30 to 2.30
18th August Peradeniya 6 0 6
Public 10th August Rathnapura - Not Not 78
meetings DS Office provided provided
16th August Godakawela - 22 29 51
Divisional
Secretary
Office
18th August Eheliyagoda - |Not provided Not 65
Divisional provided
Secretary
Office
107 105 355

-Please refer to the Sign-up sheets attached.
Concerns:

The absence of a Ministry of Religious Affairs rather than an individual Ministry for different
religions was pointed.

Particularly, the different provisions in those respective individual Ministry circulars set out
different criteria with regard to Religious places.38, 39

*® For instance, the provisions in Circulars issued by the Ministry of Buddhasasana & Religious Affairs, bearing
No’s.,

- MBRA/2-SAD/10/CON.GEN/2013 dated 21.11.2014 ;

- BSRA/BRA/03/Con./Gen./2011 dated 04.01.2012;

- and the Commissioner- General of Buddhist Affairs dated 11.06.2014 drastically differ from the ones

issued by the Ministry of Muslim Affairs which gives free rein to constructing religious places.

* Circular bearing No. H/Exp/DCM/564/2010 dated 6.5.2016 issued by the Department of Archeology too is
relevant in this regard.
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The rapid increase in the number of Muslim schools thus the resultant decrease in Muslim
children attending Sinhala schools is considered a major cause for the distancing from
peaceful co-existence hence reconciliation.

The sheer inefficiency of the state machinery in the effective handling of a disaster, despite
many a disaster the country has hitherto faced and despite the fact that there reigns a Line
ministry to handle the very subject was exposed with regard to the recent landslides in
Aranayake.

Illegal and unauthorized construction of religious places in a not very considerate and
meaningful manner risks the existing peace in the country.

The ZTF draws the urgent attention of the state to the contradictory and discriminatory
circulars on the construction of religious places with regard to Buddhist and Muslim places.

Summary:

The exact numbers for this analysis could not be reached due to the non cooperation of the
CEO who withheld our own information and the assistance of the Note-takers from us and
failed to transcript the FGD at the University of Peradeniya.

The majority preferred seeking the Truth and Guarantees of Non-recurrence as against the
other two pillars.

There was a positive response to the choice of meting out Justice but the Reparations were
not favoured by many.

The majority preferred a Panel of local Judges proportionately representing the different
communities.

The majority also requested impartial; independent; apolitical; educated professionals as
Judges.

Other demands:
Encourage Mixed- community schools.

Implement a state policy to learn a second language, viz: for the Sinhalese to learn Tamil and
vice-versa.

Set up a single Ministry to deal with Religious Affairs rather than three different Ministries.

Review all Circulars with regard to constructing Religious places and implement a common
circular/ policy that deals with any such construction irrespective of the Religion.

Identify all discriminatory policies and abolish them.

Appoint a Panel of Experts to review and recommend a National policy in case of Disaster
situations and implement the same with International assistance.
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Prioritise relief work for the victims of recent disasters.

Review the problems and plight of the Estate sector and negotiate with the concerned
Management companies to redress their fair demands/ grievances.

Strictly apply all Laws and Regulations with regard to Environment.
Review the suitability of Palm tree plantation for Sri Lanka.

Review the short and long term Environmental Impact Assessment of all Hydro-power
projects.

Prosecute anyone and everyone who promotes religious disharmony and intolerance and
update the laws accordingly.

Demarcate the Dewanagala and Kuragala site areas and their respective buffer zones.

Introduce access to water and sanitation facilities as Fundamental Rights and implement
accordingly.

Implement short and long term solutions to wild animal attacks/invasions.
Establish Rule of Law in the country.

Organise Inter-cultural and Inter-religious events for Religious sensitization.

Priyantha Gamage

- Chairman
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Annex: Reconciliation Mechanisms for Transitional Justice - Sabaragamuwa Province

Zonal Task Force Consultations — My observations

Consultations attended by me —

1.Mawanella Kegalle District 22.07. 2016
2. Deraniyagala Kegalla District 30.07.2016

3. Balangoda Ratnapura District 05. 08. 2016
4. Eheliyagoda Ratnapura District 18.08. 2016

Consultations not attended by me - Ratnapura - Ratnapura District 10.08.2016
Karawanella — Kegalla District ~ 11.08. 2016

| believe that the Concultation Task Force (CTF) received precise and detailed minutes of
the discussions that took place during the consultations and therefore | am reporting only
my observations of the consultations.

Participants

Mawanella -There were about 20 participants from Dewanagala and Mawanella. They were
all male . The majority were Muslims from the area and there were few Sinhala men too.
Later, 06 women came from Hemmathagama/ Aranayaka.

All the men have been and are engaged in activities to improve Sinhala —Muslim relations in
the area and expressed enlightened views on Sinhala- Muslim conflict and suggested
long- term, progressive and sustainable solutions for national reconciliation, particularly
on the aspects of Sinhala- Muslim relations . In this paper, | present their suggestions in
the section under ‘recommendations.’

Deraniyagala- People came to the venue of the consultation throughout the day from 8.00
am to nearly 4.00 pm and their number would have exceeded fifty ( 70 ) All of them were
from Deraniyagala and surrounding villages. There was a Buddhist monk and a Catholic
Priest among the participants. | was not able to observe their social-political awareness or
their attitudes to reconciliation due to the way the consultation was conducted. . But all of
them appreciated the opportunity to voice out their problems.

Balangoda - 41 menand women from Sinhala, Muslim and Tamil communities, and two
girl children attended the consultation. Among the audience, there were 05 Buddhist
monks. The majority of the participants were women and all of them were from 05
community based women’s organisations, experienced in and engaged with women’s rights
and empowerment activism (WCBO) in the area and elsewhere. . All the participants
demonstrated a high degree of social, political awareness and had actively participated in
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peace building activities in the past, and are active on human rights, child rights,
constitutional issues and environmental problems.

Ratnapura - Though | was not present at this consultations, | reliably understand that the
number of participants amounted to about eighty. ( 80.) Participation of most of the
people, | was told, was facilitated by the District Secretary’s office in Ratnapura along with
the ZTF member..

Karawanella- In Karawanella too, a large number of participants attended the consultation.

Eheliyagoda- - Seventy five ( 70 ) participants tuned out for this consultation. The majority
were women from the women’s association known as Kantha Bala Mandalaya attached to
the Divisional Secretary’s (DIVS)office. Two or three men who were present, were officials
from the DIVS’s office. .

Issues presented at the consultations

Mawanella- In Mawanella Sinhala- Muslim relations/ conflict was the predominant issue.
Discrimination against women heads of households and fallacies in the management of
the displaced in Aranayaka were issues that came up from women from Hemmathagama
and Aranayaka.

The Divisional Secretary of Mawanella, came in to the venue, at the beginning of the
discussion and mentioned house burglary and rape of women in Dehiowita by a gang of 13
men. This was not taken up for discussion. However, | was able to collect confidential and
reliable information from Dehiowita, working outside the Zonal Task Force, and send a
report to the President of the CTF.

Deraniyagala- | could not get a complete picture of the proceedings due to the manner of
holding this discussion, but | observed that disappearances of menfolk, labour issues and,
Noori watta killings were among the issues that came up.

Balangoda- Some of the participants ( particularly a leading Buddhist monk ) came out
strongly on the inadequacies in the legal- judicial system, absence of rule of law in the
country, lack of confidence in the judicial processes., lack of confidence in the special
court that is proposed as a reconciliation mechanism, incompetence, lack of expertise and
ethnic biases of Sri Lankan judges if they are to serve in this proposed special court of
justice, the need for the inclusion of international judges and experts in the special court of
justice , delay of justice in Sri Lankan judicial processes as denial of justice to the people, .
lack of people’s participation in decision making, corruption and the abuse of political
power.

The other issues that came up were, land related problems, human- elephant conflict, story
of using a waterfall in Handagiriya for building a hydraulic power plant by a private
individual, threats to food security caused by the invasion of wild animals, stone queries,
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negligence of public health due to lack of plans for garbage disposal, by the authorities,
mal- administration in the distribution of welfare schemes such as Samurdhi and the
governments indifference to what ever problems faced by the communities.

Ratnapura-  Though | was not present in this discussion, | was reliably informed by the
colleague in Ratnapura, that exploitation of people by private money lenders, meaning
private finance companies came up as a major problem faced by the people.

Karawanella- | have no information of the kind of issues that came up in Karawanella,

Eheliyagoda- The participants presented some community problems but most of the time
was taken to obtain the participants’ views on reconciliation mechanisms. Degree of
awareness of social political issues in the participants seem to be considerably low. Except
one official of the DIVS”S office, all the others opposed the participation of international
judges in the proposed special court of justice. It was evident that participants spoke of
their problems in separate discussions held at the end of the meeting.

Issues that did not come up

According to my observation, labour issues in the plantations, mine workers specially child
labour in the gem mines, political killings, femicides in Kahawatta, disappearances and
land slides in Ratnapura District are among the important issues that did not come up
during consultations in Sabaragamuwa. .

Women’s meetings

Responding to a suggestion made by the President of the CTF, separate women’s meetings
were introduced at the consultations by women members of the Zonal Task Forcefrom 5t
August onwards.

Balangoda .

Discrimination against women heads of households, biases in the distribution of welfare
packages, delay in hearing land cases in the Courts, low standards of hygiene and
cleanliness in local hospitals, humiliation that women had to face at government hospitals,
negligence of patients at hospitals, incapacity of the government structures such as
Women’s Ministry and other institutions set up by the government at the DIVS’s offices for
women to address women’s problems, complete lack of commitment and concern for
women on the part of these institutes, lack of opportunities for committed and
experienced women leaders outside the government to intervene in women’s problems
were issues that came up at the women’s meeting in Balangoda.

Eheliyagoda - | had the opportunity to talk to two women in Eheliyagoda. One woman’s
husband was killed by political opponents and she was denied justice. The other woman’s

193



husband was an alcoholic who set fire to their house and disappeared after that. Both these
women face land problems.

Conclusion

In Sabaragamuwa, people’s attendance in the Consultations was satisfactory. All those who
participated in the sessions appreciated the opportunity to voice out their grievances and
injustices experienced by them. All the participants appreciated a special Court of Justice
but the majority of them, including the progressive Muslims of Mawanella opposed the
inclusion of international judges in such a Court; several participants of Balangoda and
Eheliyagoda urged the inclusion of foreign judges. Land issues, absence of legal aid, lack of
legal awareness on matters related to daily living, lack of systems to ensure people’s
participation in development, helplessness of women who faced violence and other
problems, lack of any kind of support to women in crisis situations, denial of justice to the
families- particularly to women folk of those disappeared and , discrimination against
women house -hold chiefs, emerged in my view as crucial issues affecting the people in
Sabaragamuwa. They welcomed the government’s plans for Transitional Justice but
regretted the poor publicity given for this important task.

Recommendations

Please note that the reommendations are presented in this paper in two sections, for
purposes of clarity. Section 1 includes my recommendations based on the suggestions
made by the participants during consultations. Section 2 contains those that | recommend
on the basis of my experiences and observations.

Section 1

Set up mixed schools for children of all ethnicities in the place of ethnically
compartmentalized schools.

Facilitate the observation of Islamic religious functions and prayers by non- Muslims, so that
non- Muslims particularly the Sinhalese can clear their doubts that the Muslim Mosques
are hatching conspiracies against them.

Address the language issue and facilitate Tamil and Sinhala language teaching for the
communities.

Sensitise the people about religious tolerance.
Improve educational standard of the Muslims.

Improve rule of law in the country. .
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The government should obtain the services / contributions of women leaders at the grass
root level who are aware of women’s rights/ issues to address women’s problems.

Section 2

In implementing the four pillars of Transitional Justice, the government should obtain the
services of Consultation Task Force and Zonal Task Forces.

Set up effective, free legal aid and legal literacy schemes made up of socially committed,
humane lawyers. Inclusion of progressive women lawyers in such schemes is a must.

Empower the existing women’s associations attached to DIVS’ offices with awareness and
knowledge of women'’s rights and ensure their interventions in women’s development.

Set up independent Citizens’” Watch Committees and ensure the participation/ contributions
of these committees in decision making on development.

Introduce support systems at the community level for women with particular attention to
women heads of house-holds.

Strengthen the Grama Niladharis, with awareness/, knowledge of human rights, women’s
rights, child rights and other community issues; improve facilities for these officers ,
particularly office spaces,communication and transport; motivate their involvement in and
contribution to peace and development at the community level.

Introduce reforms in the legal/ judicial systems and processes to overcome the delays in
land cases.

Report prepared by

Rohini Dep Weerasinghe
61/3 A, Old Nawala Road, Nawala

17,09 2016
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Southern Province
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SLSHIHIODT SH6HEGSH QHFlQweaMID @& QSTLIUTS QuTed&ed pemmum(h
Qe L CuTg Sigener CUTESEN gH& LLMISHFHTEAD, GMNHS BbUm] B
aIMmSHL HMGHH sewLsner CQUHMIS QaT(HES GCeoucn(hEweian CoHMiléams
aNGssTy. @CH CumETm H(HHMG WOHMALIHUBL QAFHFNGSHT]. Y6BIMED &TedT
G@&M&S BUm) CHMIgeL CHIWITE FHEHSEH uflLd e CaemaNsamen Gl
Geuetar(HLd 6TevTE LD (GMOIILNL LTI
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sTewimoey CGuneeuiTaen/ LSHSLILL L UTH6T GGHTLTLTET SIgIeUEVSHLD.

sreumoed CurGsomiflest 2 melsnjsen GeueNUUBGSHHU SHSSHISSHET WD @6
g, NiCss Camur@Gseilem  QuTgeumss  HlETNUID  SigILICUBISHEDENT
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QupLbureonGsormifletT  SHHSHGHILLG HOG 2 meNeryser 2 uN@HL6T @eveney  6T6or
SMD  BLOLUUSTHELD 6T601G6U  JTFTRISD  SeufHefleT 2 melalfeHeEnrdHE Curdil
@uouLhesner eulpmis Causn (BT &(hHHS &HlaNss e

SVIQLSHD QL HP&EHL HMEHSLIUL  Causni(Hd 6160TD SHHHED 66T (HLD
o L GTUL I (hhS6ur. &Hev @6l SigIaUesLDd MUl L WL SHMID WwHmID &eolf
Qs IGCss QFweLs WLLLSHQID Quihs GCeuadu(Bd 6160TM  &(1hHSSH 060
Q& meguTLg. (15 [H S 60T(].

Qe SVIULESSL 2 6T UGHHIMET  YPCLOTESTHET UMD  Ceuem(Hid.

IS GIL 6T MeNntor e@meuhld MG UmIWTHD CeusuELd.

&reined Gumsteufseflstl 2 Mey&eT HUG LNISHT6T CHMHEHMSBIITS (LP6IT6m6UEGLD
alLwib wrQgesiled, @eu SigviauesLd &meuined  GumereujsHener &y g &g
SGOUSOSMET (PWOHHSmeT (WY ateiled GmQsmerer Geustii(Rd 6TeTLIGIL 66T
TS ELHE 61601601 BLHHG 61601 2 cinremoulemesru|d QeuefNiuB&s GCeusiorGLd.
QaH&Te 660 QUTMILLSMETUID HTFTRISGC §Me Geuau(BLd 6T6TLSTGLD.

QeueNBTL (b NyHHSHser @Hed SmsLCELD Ceousir(Ld.
SO QA QAFFHS 2 SHCIWNESSTHT 6L LNMHD Ceustor(hid

&Mewimoed  GuGemfledt G HUOUMIGEM6T  HevetidHener GCUEDID  eumsUNDL @6l
I SHD Sl CeuagnG  QFmessT  HeoGermbLens  Lifley  eeiTm
SIMLESILL. Ceusior(HLb.

SIEEILNEL GUITEEUT&HET 61601 LFHLD BEHSLIUL (D STERIN6ED S &SSHLILILL 6UTHET 6T63TM
usld CeFHeEUUL Geuen(BLD.
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sreumoed CurCermilest G@ELURISENLLD (PEMWITET YIRS  G606VMLD6D
o 6oy  @QHITL  @eursenmed  BeQL F(H  HmeTDd  QUDHMIS  Qsmeren
WigweNeemen. - G&FFQsuai NFCsHELD

A& GELURSHT NCFLLOME SenLwmariuh UL CeuenGLD.

SAOETSSLY  HONIHS  JOEI  SIVIOUESHIGET  CLPGITDIL  6TH  (LPGHEOIeL
SIONGSIUL.  Geuctui(Bd  eT60Tm 6N HS-  SHMEIDEL  GUTCEITT (I &&ment
INIQLHCD  (PHOIL QY UDNSESIUL  Geueui(Rd 6T LV  &(hHHH
Qs fenss .
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® GRINID LOBEHID HELVIRIHS SIEN6HIHE) (LD

1978 yid  Syenge0l(hhG QL WEAUDD FOURSEHT QSTLIUTE I, eM6TIHS (LD
N&MyeneIsenet GLmGSTeTen Geusior(BLD.

BeneodTm &M6L [HE 6T60TLG LnPW UEBSSHeneT WG  Hearmieusns @\ (h&86
ol MG 6I606D Sleeummmen H&HLP6SHET HeLEOWIGSHHMEG UMISGLD elenearalls@Ld
61631 & (155 Sl6m 6T (Pervedlh FOPSHHMG &MjhH& SMLLIGLITEsTEnM
Nrdhsgiau@ssid NTHHE o] GHOMNLT].

Qeomiemns Qe LNFFSemeoTUn6dT SiqLILIEML SMTT6wN&6M(Root Cause) &6vorLHWILILIL (B
Simed semenLitL. Geussor(hLb.

2 6MBHTL (B YOS GPaNL BLLNSMSE Q6L6m6V

SLEETSG(LPETIL  LUTHSLULL eufsHefledl Heveiden QHTLIUTS LewNuImmHmi&Slesrm
faNeL SIMLILSBEHLD MGG I QUMD Geuesur (LD

2 6UoIeMLDG HetTemenil QeueN&Qamaneuy BHHWTeT &HHATOTeTT  QNEFTT60 6000
Cyemey.

B ibsefiBaTar Sigieue0sLD

Bl SIS FWTGeTons QLULIB&men cupms Geuau@GLd. LUTFUf e
Hmieuehisefed HhiH QHSHHL Fal M.

smeoormoed GuTGenmifledt 2 melsui&Hefled Qu(pLbLTeTGeTTy GMUUTS 2i6uT&6TleoT

QudGomy QWLLihser uHM &HSHHS HHaNGS LMIGHE L L 6. TS
QurMIsSauemy S Netsnearsener CHlqé &an(higssH QaThHLULG LISSHIGLD
(P G6TemLDWITeT LewNIng @558 Geueior(hLd.

QUL 6TDG NS EH&HE QHTLHL euUMILIL 6ULPHIS Ceuesu@ L.
QUL B ST QUPRIGLOGCUTS L6TTeumpe) eupmis Geuetor(hLb.

@uouLfimg Heneowimen splilapSluild eupmisLIUL. Ceueu@Lb.

QUETTTSHET HEMELEMLD MG GELUMSERSS HH 2 ol aupmsiuL. Galau L.

610G QUMTDEMEBMUI SLlg 6T(PLL 610G LTS EhdH@& Colemev eumLILL
QIRISLIUL. Geucur(RLD.

QUETITS6T HEMEVEMLD HMMRIGL GHLUMRSEFSHE FCHSHL LITHISTLL HeuUFILD.
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SIEUITLOCL GUITET 66078 HenTeufl6dl epulepHuid eupmusLliuL. Geussi(Hbd. GumjL
&LOIF6tNeL Geusmev Q&G 6.

SemnpuNedphg aNGaNGSULCLT([H&G Geusmev eUMIILILISST QULDRISLILIL
Geustar(pLb.

BEIL. &6 QHMLHL (LPMMEEN6T 2 (HeUTEHSEFalgWl QLU ULpRISLILIL
Geustar(pLb.

whg QOLESGHDG AHawner peol FEH CHeme.
BrHsr eubser aupmsiuL Cou@HLb

QLULIBSET QURIGUSMSTET &Mew ausnywenm HiymmunésliuL. Geuau@GLd. 1983
QHMLESHLD QMENM UM STV 6T6LMEV SHEUNSHSHLILIL. Ceustur(HLD.

QuuLfing HrHhey Ceusnew eUMULILWD HGHSTeT LUNDHAUILD euULPRISLILIL
Geustar(pLb.

QUL BESTET UVIIVES S0 IIRIGEUETTEHEh&SSTs Geuflimest LNifley
SIMWLESILL. Ceusior(HLb.

SIRIGEUSTT&H6T QFWMems 2 MILILGemen QUOHMIS Q&TeTeuSled LMl HFOWD 2 6Teng)
UTHEEHSHEG FNNS SlgLiLenLulled eNCagl. HLL HH6T SIp SHL 63T ULPMIS
Geuegor(pLb.

o6st F wimenr 2o F Hwimenr @LOLILSEHSES UFSMID eupmsSaLL. Cousini(hLb.
Qaameard Qhs NIQILSD HDHS (WemMUIleL msilmer Ceausi(HLD.

QUL B ST QUPRIGLOGCUTS CULPEHLOWITET HEDL (DMl SHallfés LSl
BenL (Penm ep6tTm) MNesTummLUILL. Geuedur(HLD.

eumpeursmy 2 gall QUL ms eupmisliuL. Geueu@Lb.

Goupl goTeug GUITHS(LPENMBEEIT

@aleur@ Il LSHeid aNCFL  smamig CFIESCTEIN 2 (HeUT&HSLIL
Geustar(pLb.

UEQsTmeL  QEUWINLLCLTHESSTET  SEoNILITET  SI6YI6U6VSHLD HMSHEHLUL L
Geuetnr(hLd
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SenmuNedl(Bhg eNGONSSLILLCLTHSTE HeL6ITHEN6T 6NSHILITETEUSMST6 & 6ofluIment
Nifley Sieu&lwiLd.

Bs@IL &1 OBTLTHULL Geouml H(HSHIHISHSH6I

QelLbUfled SFThsL Qmealauraln®@ CFaugmsTs CuUTHIL SeusTen @sirm
SHEVIGED &HSET HLOHHTCELTFMET BLHG UG  QUTHSHLMOME. &S EHHS

wepwns  Qgefley u@SsULLNLMD. I UBLSHDG  WTNBHES
SJFTRIGLD HHHTCELTFME CFW6T(LPemMEnt HYIDNGHHES Coueu(hLb.

AmS aMsms LATRSILGES Colsm@Ld.

Qumrg WeiTeflly 6UPRIG SMeTHG STHWE m&HGHmand NGHmev &
Geuetn(HLD.

Snisen GlCWmHMRIGET LOHMID Hlev YWEATOIILSET HHSSUUL Geustui(Hd. 2 +d
OMRIST UL (her, Qg606 HSIT

SLHG ST GCUTEIM &LSHSHLHET, CSHTMEVSET, SLLUMGET CUTeD LD6wTS
2 flemwd WNEL FDLIMIGHT QL LAUDTLE HaNfEHS Cousin(HLb.

g FHhwmer wWrauThseEpnd Qe FHwmenr (WprmmUThHEDd el Cogyid
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Qameren Geusvor(hLb.

eueow QFweemNsd Gpalled UTHSSULGCLTGLD SAUTSHET FMIHG AMLOLILSEHLD
2 _eTeuMmISLILL. Geustor(hLd.

felled PGBauTessHmS LLOM (W(WPSTS Bl (Weml UGRSZHUCHTHR SN Qmh
Qefhe 2 5HCWLTSSHTHmem CHemeuWITET QL RGeMed HeTD CQFiwia)LD.

aGaNssLULL L sufsailet il Wnhi&emeTr SIFEFTRISL nsuwlmer Geussor(hLb.

af (s SHLLmsmer (WoODWTE URALE eUPhSaD. &LbHS STeoRseNe
aprsiUlL  auf (% HLLmsaNL umjulsd &STLLUULGeTog- G&&teuef
HebGrLlsnL NICsHE (PerveddsEhsE b QenLp&sLILIL (HeTeng).

QL AUWTHSTSHEH&HS &(WWISHSH eURISILL Ceus(hLb.
3T& HMICUETRIGET WPHMI WP(WPSTS FTmwsaiuL. Gouem@L.
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7§ FMjUOHM  HimieusThiser @ QUITMI(L DM & @ L 65T €2 (15 RIS 60 6T0TTH G
Ceemeuwimmm Ceuesar(hLb.

WHSHSHHD  SImSUSTLMHCOTT Seollwngs  Sg&ermed  SeustdHeUUL.  Ceustar(BLb.
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AL QUWIGBLCUTE 71 GELURISST Q@HHGHET WHGKCWmHMD QW LbCUTS 55
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Prepared By:
A.R.M. Thaslim
Secretary

Zonal Task Force
Trincomalee District
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TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE CONSULTATIONS

1) Consultation experience

Awareness raising/
People’s responses

Logistic limitations
/ challenges related
to cite selection

Security issues

Main challenges
during consultation

Media: We used local
media (Uva Radio) to
raise awareness about
the consultations and
the dates which were
scheduled for PHs. 10
minute time allocated
for interviewing the
chair person. This
interview covered the
aim of the PHs and
what are the prosed
mechanisms by
government and the
people’s views on new
mechanism. UVA radio
also announced about
the consultation dates
and venue in Badulla
and Monaragala.

Street Banners: 4
street banners used
before the public
hearings. This was
exhibited in public
places. This also helped
lot of people to know
about the PH.
Photocopied poster:
Photocopied posters are
also exhibited in public
places like GS office,
hospitals, temples
(Buddhists and Hindu),
Mosques and churches.
Meeting people: Our
team met religious
leaders, grama
niladaries and
divisional secretaries,

Public hearing cites
which we selected
were district and
divisional secretary
halls. The
limitations were a
lot of complains
against district and
divisional
secretariat offices.
Those complains
didn’t come out
clearly like how we
got it in FGD. Even
though it was
informed
beforehand the
government
hierarchy system
tried to create some
problem in the last
minute. Ex: last
minute wellawaya
divisional secretary
said that you have to
pay for the hall.
Lack of furniture
facilities was
another challenge
we faced.

We didn’t face
such an issue
during this process.
In Haputala and
wellawaya police
came inside the PH
hall but we explain
to them in a
friendly manner
and send them out.

We felt difficult to
answer some of the
questions. Ex: When
Government will give
compensation? Are
you sure government
will solve our
problems?, both
governments are the
contributors for all
these problems how
can we expect
solution from them?
You are collecting our
views, if government
didn’t do anything
what you will do?
Even though we can
answer these
questions, we also
have the similar
questions in our mind.
Therefore we felt very
difficult to hear these
questions.

People’s expectations
are very high on this
government. We can’t
break this expectation
either we can’t
guaranty this
expectation. This is
another challenging
area we faced.
Couldn’t work on
according to our plan,
due to the delayed of
receive fund.
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district secretaries,
Media persons, NGO
leaders, trade union
leaders and teachers to
explain about the
consultation process
and informed them to
tell the public about
this.

Telephone
communication: We
also used telephone to
inform our friends and
relatives about the
consultation and invited
them for the public
hearings.

Small wall hangers:
Small wall hangers
(question and answers)
were used to make
aware the public who
attended the public
hearings.

FGD:-

No | Issues Justification Current situation
The plantation people, | Plantation workers live in
1 Plantation land and plantation workers, women | traditional line rooms which
housing workers, has been historically | are devoid of even the most

discriminated and culturally-
politically-economically  and
socially oppressed. This
discrimination and oppression
is deeply entrenched in the past-
present structures and systems
that affect their  status.

basic of facilities. The line
room system is not suitable
to people to live (8 feet).
There is no privacy at all.

People’s view on this:
According to a young
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Plantation =~ workers’  weak
political influence and
economic  power deficits

reinforces each other, and also
undermines women workers’

agency to claim  rights.
Plantation = workers  remain
impoverished for many
decades. The neo liberal

policies and privatization and
deregulation have reproduced
conditions of subordination,
exploitation and regimented
forms of labour which is
exemplified by the residential
estate labour regime. On one
hand, the managerial work
hierarchy has been dominated
by males and patriarchal
controls; on the other, the ethno
nationalist state continues to
devalue plantation workers and
women workers. Their identity
as ‘third class’ citizens and
their exclusion is evident by the
‘below —marginal social
provisioning’ policies. They are
isolated from the mainstream.
As resident captive labour, they
are completely ‘unfree’.

Many workers said “without a
piece of own land and housing
we are stateless people. We
don’t have address”. Another
worker said ‘aren’t we citizens
of Sri Lanka? Why everybody
calling us Indian origin?’

woman “Children cannot
study in this space. When
the parents are fighting
their children tend to learn
the foul language used by
their parents”. Another man
said “Even though there
isn’t space for 2 people to
live in, there are more than
several members
accommodating” Another
young woman said “The
congested space makes the
women more vulnerable to
all kinds of violence’.

In case there is some
possibility to make
extension to their line room,
where they have grown up
young girls or boys, the
family has to take prior
permission from the estate
management. Some
management has  even
punished the workers for
extending and constructing
temporary spaces. A man
said “Even if we grow trees
we can’t cut a small piece
of branch. We need to ask
the permission because the
land is not ours”.

There are a lots of cases of
incest [some reported and
many unreported] in the
plantations. The size of the
housing and restricted space
gives men in these families
to sexually abuse their own
children and members in
neighboring houses.

A mother said the health
issue is a big challenge for
them. If one person got 1ill,
all estate gets that, due to
the line room system.

Monaragala has had some of
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Land rights

the worst blows in the history of
the country. The Uva province
was the worst affected by the
1818 rebellion against British
rule after Sri Lanka was
conquered by the British in
1815. As a result large tract of
land in this district was laid
waste and large numbers of
people were killed. With the
passing of time there have been
efforts to make good the
paucity of the population
caused by the 1818 rebellion by
settling  people in  new
settlements. But the fact is that
as nearly 2/3 of the district is
protected as forestry and wild
life land, only 1/3 land is left
for its 451,085 population from
which to eke an existence. In
other hand the main occupation
of the people in Monaragala is
agriculture. 90% of the people
depend on agriculture for their
livelthood.  The  minimum
amount of land for agriculture
is almost negligible for the
people to eke a living, resulting
in a serious problem for the
people. As the Monaragala
district belongs to the Dry Zone
there is rain only once a year
and that too in only 70% of the
available agricultural land. This
has further compounded their
problems  created  another
unfortunate situation for them.

In 1986 Monaragala farmers
organized a struggle to protect
the rights of the farmers in the
land law which was included in
several government acts such as
Land Development Ordinance (
LDO),Land Settlements
Ordinance, Land Reform
Commission (LRC) etc. In
addition to that the section 3 of
the LDO act affects the land
rights of females who were
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now female headed households
due to the death of their
husbands who were the original
land owners. In addition to that
there is no provisions to get the
land for minorities like Tamil
community in this land acts

Disappearance

Always when we talk about the
disappearance issue, we refer
only to the north east.
Historically everybody forgets
that there is a plantation
community - 14000 tamil
plantation workers are living in
the Monaragala district.
According to complaints it is
clear that at least 46 of them
have disappeared. Therefore we
should not forget that the
missing people are in the
plantation sector as well.

These people are always
isolated from the central and
also they never get the
opportunity to talk about their
issues openly. These groups
still live with pain. It is
necessary for them to get their
views on mechanisms. They are
voice less. Another factor is that
they don’t have any political
influence to solve their
problems. The only person who
was a member of pradashasaba
and who talked about these
issues in pradasasaba, was
killed by an unknown person.

People called us Damalu.
We were tortured and
harassed by police.
Unexpected inspections
tend to take place at
midnight.

When we go to town police
and other people looked at
us suspiciously.

A person was told that they
could not go with a Pottu.
Some said they gave money
to unknown people to go in
search of the missing
people. Others said they
received calls from the
police that if they gave
money the police could
clear the situation and they
would not be suspected as
being LTTE.

We are labeled as LTTE
supporters by other people
in the community.

We were very frightened to
visit the Sinhala villages.
In this period village
headmen (Sinhalese) were
given arms to safe guard
themselves. Therefore we
were scared to go to the
villages for livelihood
purposes.

No Tamil teachers came to
schools in this this area due
to the fear.

2010 another fear was
Grease yakka.

Muslim women —

In Sri Lanka the Muslim
community is a minority

e Language: our
needs cannot be
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minority issues

community. In Badulla district
the Muslim community is a
minority within a minority. As a
minority, as women, and as
poor women their
discrimination is extremely
high. Demodara is a small
pocket where no one cares
about these community
problems. Including BBS
people think Muslims are rich.
This is a myth. 80% Muslims
are rural. They can’t access
justice. They are far from
justice. Their judicial system is
also not strong. Lot of issues in
Quazi courts, and other
government Institutions are also
discriminating against these
women. Therefore it is
important to get Muslim
women’s views for
reconciliation process

explained using our
own mother tongue.
Especially at the
police station, bank,
post office and other
government
institutions. We
can’t understand
difficult words in
Sinhala. We always
fear to talk to
Sinhalese people.
Treated differently:
When we cover our
face some Sinhala
people call us
“Billek enawa”. In
public places like
bus stands, roads,
markets some of the
Sinhalese people
call us Billek and so
on.

Dress: We have got
used to dressing in a
different way. In the
hospital if we have
to admit our
women, they have
to dress like
Sinhalese (Lungi
(cheethai) blouse).
The hospital staffs
forces us to wear
only that. Therefore
our mother told us
“if we get ill don’t
admit us to the
hospital. We can’t
wear Lungie and
blouse”. They
mentioned that it is
very uncomfortable
for them. In
hospitals the staffs
always comment on
our dress (why are
you covering your
face?), most of the
time they don’t want
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to come close to us.
Isolation: Eg: in the
clinic they take
Sinhalese first even
if they don’t have
the first numbers.
Campaign: Social
media carry
prejudiced messages
about us specially
facebook and text
messages.

A mother said that
very often in her
area there are power
cuts. This happens
often when there are
special occasions.
She is suspicious
about this because
why does it only
happen in her area?
We were in fear.
When BBS attacked
Muslims in Badulla
town area they may
come soon to
Demodara, because
Demodara is
situated very close
to Badulla.

A young mother
said that when
women go to the
mosque to collect
forage (Kangi) in
fasting time they
have to cross the
town to go to the
mosque. Some of
the people say
“Onna hingannonige
avurudda avilla”
(Here the beggar’s
festival season has
started).

In schools (except
Muslim school)
Islam is not taught.
There are groups
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saying that there is
no need for these
people to learn their
religion in our
school.
Development
program: Samoorthi
scheme always
gives preference to
Sinhalese people,
the small roads and
other infrastructure
work. Even though
they complain to
local government
they are never
supported.

Muslim law: we
have no confidence
with Quazi courts.

Farmers

Monaragala district is a rural,
predominantly farming area.
Most of the
farmers cultivate seasonal crops
such as Rice, Manioc etc. In
addition to that they have plots
of land with Lemon and Banana
cultivation. They have to work
hard to  cultivate  their
Crops. After
the harvesting they hurry to sell
their harvest because of their
poverty. Many of the farmers
target to sell their harvest at
weekly fairs
in suburbs. The main buyers
coming to those fairs are mostly

from the
East. The farmers in
Monaragala experienced varied
problems that

directly affected their day to
day lives during the conflict
situations in 1971, in 1989, and
for years in North - East as the
war continued
. When such situations occurred
they were unable to go to the
fields for harvesting on time.

We lost our family
income. Ex;
Curfew, Suspicious
arrests took place
We lost our chena
cultivation due to
the fear that LTTE
will come. This is
our seasonal group
income.

WE couldn’t
harvest on time.
Because our work
force was pasara
Tamil community
they couldn’t come.
Fear: We could not
go to Sunday fare to
sell our vegetables
because the army
kept on checking
our bags and took
our things.

A person said some
of the Sinhala
people were looking
at Tamil people in a
suspicious way.
According to them
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There had is no help to protect
their crops from
wild animals and buyers did not
come to the fairs. As a war torn
district there were several
attacks and bomb  blasts
in Monaragala.

The Political Heads in the
Monaragala area or Ministers
and Government Officers have
not dealt with these innocent
peoples’ problems. The
Minister or Government
officials, or any other sources
have not wvisited them or
enquired about their difficulties,
struggles, sorrows or incidents
that occurred as a result of the
war until we visited and
enquired about their difficulties.
Therefore, It is very important
to take up these farmers views
on the reconciliation process.

they said Tamils
lived with fear.
They were affected
psychologically.
Sugar cane
cultivation couldn’t
be cultivated in this
period, because the
Tamil community
were the only work
force for Sugar
cultivation.
According to a
woman farmer “our
children couldn’t
continue their
school education.
The teachers were
not ready to come
to those schools.
Most of the time
these schools were
closed” Another
woman said “Due
to this a lot of
dropouts happened
in these people.
Now they are
youths without an
education.

Even though we
went through such a
troubled situation
until now we have
not had a settled
life.

Army camps were
built in elephant
living areas. When
gunshot noises
started the elephants
started to come to
our cultivation
areas. We lost our
commodities. (Even
banana cultivation
and fruits
destroyed).

We lost our
religious values.
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Indigenous

Indigenous people in damabana
faced violation of their peaceful
living in kotabakiniya &
kandeganvila jungles in
mahiyangana ds area. In 1983
when accelerated Mahaweli
development sceam started. 130
families living there were asked
to move to Mahaweli C zone
the reason was about two
villagers were declared as
Maduru oya wild life sanctuary.

Then leader Uruwarige
Thisshamy refused to move him
and the clan into the dozered
land in Mahaweli C zone. He
said we are a community who
believe in gods living in trees
and mountains. We worshiped
them. And our livelihood is
collecting bee honey, Yam and
hunting. New Mahaweli lands
do not have trees and
mountains. We did not ask the
government to declare our
villagers to be declared as
sanctuary. Government did not
consult us. Including then
minister Gamini Dissanayaka
and project manager Captain
Pathirana continuously forced
us to leave our traditional
villages. Some of our members
in the community moved to
Mahaweli C zone. We did not
agree to move. As a result we
become prisoners in our own
land.

Now we cannot collect our
food, Worship our dead
relatives. Naa-yakoo. Since
then Thissahamy met
President J.R. Jayawardana,
President R.Premadasa, and
President Mahinda
Rajapaksha seeking justice.
But no concrete measures
established for the
protection of land rights of
aadivasees. The present
leader went to Geneva but
result remained the same.

Children are not clear, what
they can do. Lot of drugs
are coming into our areas.
There are no alternative
schools for us. Adults now
can’t visit the foresst for
their income. No vocational
schools for us. Therefore
unemployment is
increasing.

We saved the forest but
now forest department is
destroying the forest instead
of saving.

We lost our mown
indigenous medicines.

3.2) Public Hearings

NO Issues Action taken Suggestions
1 Farmers issues No action taken Fixed price for all the
Local production vegetables.
Price Government should bring
a monitoring mechanism.
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Import productions should
band.

2)

Land issue
(Plantation workers,
plantation non
workers, village)

Went to LRC

Discussion with district
secretary

Discussed with trade union
Discussed with GS.

In respect of land
provided by the
government a legally valid
deed should be provided
to the benificiaries instead
of award deeds .

A National Land Policy
need to be formulated so
as to provide land to
everyone. The
Government Officers
should listen to the voices
of ordinary people.

Government should
intervene in order to settle
my issue. A land and
house should be provided
to our family, atleast
within 3 months .

3)

Development work
(Plantation and
village)

Had a discussion with
Pradesha saba and provincial

council and parliamentarians.

We have made complaints in
this regard to the authorities
for the last several years but

nothing has happened so far .

Plantation sector should
include directly into
pradesha saba without
plantation management
interference.

We need new mechanisms
that would respond to the
needs of people and
function without political
influences. Educated
people should man such
mechanisms .

Government should
intervene in order to
develop estates with the
cosultation with the
Management

All roads should be taken
under the perview of the
Central Government. In
constructing roads,
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consultations should be
held with Local Civil
Society Organizations /
Voluntary Organizations.
Their servicers can be
utilized for the
supervisory work of such
constructions. When sign
boards are being prepared
in Tamil language the
services of the competent
persons in that language
needs to be utilized .

This 1s Government’s
responsibility. They
should help us. May be
small group needs to form
to look into only these
kind of issues.

All roads should be taken
under the perview of the
Central Government. In
constructing roads,
consultations should be
held with Local Civil
Society Organizations /
Voluntary Organizations.
Their servicers can be
utilized for the
supervisory work of such
constructions.

4)

Riots ( all the riots)

Complained to the police

Need not pay a big
compensation.
Government at lease
should pay monthly
10,000/= for me to look
after my sick son. I also
can’t work.

I request the Government
to provide some means for
me and my children to
have a lively hood.

Police Commission needs
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to be activated

A clear policy should be
formulated on national
issues

Independent Commissions
should be appointed

A monument needs to be
erected in the memory of

the dead

5)

Economic
destruction

Police Commission needs
to be activated

A clear policy should be
formulated on national
issues

Independent Commissions
should be appointed

A monument needs to be
erected in the memory of

the dead

6)

Government
officials’ bad
attitude towards the
victims and the
corruptions in
disaster
management.

Complained to divisional
secretaries, police and district
secretary.

Disaster handling should
be a proper system.

Not only early warning
but also actions and
alternative plans for
people to survive needed.
In case of disasters there
should be a quick
resettlement.
Government should not
see the disaster areas with
the ethnic lenses. They
have to treat everyone
equally.

There should be a
systematic disaster
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compensation system.

At least in order to
prevent such situations in
the future, a proper
investigation needs to be
carried out about
everthing . Should not
leave to correpted officers.

Government know the
people who were affected
by land slide. Therefore it
is not a difficult them to
take quick action. There
should be a separate
committee appointed for
disasters.

This i1s Government’s
responsibility. They
should help us. May be
small group needs to form
to look into only these
kind of issues.

- Steps should be taken
by the government,
after conducting an

investigation/s to
facilitate for our EPF
payments.

- The estates are being
maintained by the
companies in a very
poor manner. We face
the threat of water
shortage due to
removal of trees.
Therefore, we propose
re nationalization of
estates.

Government should
intervene in order to settle
my issue. A land and
house should be provided
to our family, atleast
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within 3 months .

An Ombudsman should be
appointed to look in to
such unjust matters.
Qualified persons should
be appointed to the Semi-
Government
Organizations as staff
members. Steps should be
taken to conduct
investigations with
regarding the frauds taken
place in the Semi-
Government
Organizations during the
past and punishments
should be meted out to
persons who have
committed frauds .

7)

Language issue and
racism

Complains made to Ministry
of national language.

We have made complaints in
this regard to the related
authorities. No use.

Appoint Tamil speaking
Zonal level government
institution staffs .
Provincial level-
divisional level appoints
well qualified Tamil
speaking staff. Not a
person who just learn
Tamil as a second
language.

Appoint Tamil speaking
Divisional secretaries as
soon as possible.
Activate 1956 language
service for people
friendly.

Government seriousley
take this issue as priority
issue. Should not
discriminate.

- We need a solution
within 12 months.
- The machinery needs
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to be manned with
Tamil speaking
officers.

- It should function at
regional level.

All Government
Documents should be
available in Tamil

language , as well. As a
temporary measure the
Grama Seva Niladharies
could be authorised to fill
certian essential forms.

- At least one mixed
school  should be
established in Badulla
to accommodate
children from Sinhala,
Tamil, and Muslim
communities.

- Political parties based
on ethnicity (such as
Tamil and Muslim)
contribute  to  the
ethnic divide.
Therefore there should
be a system to punish
if any politicians or
government  officials
contribute to racism.

- When sign boards are
being prepared in
Tamil language the
services of the
competent persons in
that language needs to
be utilized .

8)

The

forest

informed related officers
but no use

Knowledgeable persons
should appoint for this
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reserves are
being devastated
by the
government.

The springs and
forest reserves
were destroyed

post. There should be
proper system to recruite
these officers.

Trees need to be
grown alone the both
banks of Uma oya, a
tributary of Mahaweli
ganga, in order to
maintain ~ catchment
areas. We need
protection for springs
and water resources.

9

Human rights
violations in
Plantation sector.

we have raised this issues
with the plantation sector
trade unions nothing has
happened .

The Government Offices
should be mannered with
staff who are capable of
working in all three
languages. Powers
enjoyed by the
Suprintendents of the
Estate to be reduced.
Plantation Sector to be
transformed as a sector
that strive to protect
human rights . Estate
workers should be given
lands with rights.

- Steps should be taken
by the government,
after conducting an

investigation/s to
facilitate for our EPF
payments.

- The estates are being
maintained by the
companies in a very
poor manner. We face
the threat of water
shortage due to
removal of trees.
Therefore, we propose
re nationalization of
estates.
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10)

Disable people’s
human rights
violations

Complain made several places
nothing happen

The income levels of
other family members
should not be taken
into consideration
when paying
allowances to the
disabled persons.

We face water
shortage because of
the exploitation of
water resources by
rich and powerful
persons. We also need
pipe borne water.
Liquor shops around
the estate to be
removed.

Abandoned tea
factories should be
taken over by the
government.

The establishment of a
Board Authority is
essential in order to
provide  expeditious
solutions to the
problems faced by the
plantation community.
Proper public transport
facilities.

11)

Unfair arrestment by
policy

I approached Human Rights
Commission. Inquiries were
conducted. But so far no relief
was given to us.

Filed a case and still pending.

Complaints were made to the
Badulla police and

The high  handed
approach of the police
requires a change;
They should respect
law.

A proper monitoring
system needed to stop
police  department’s
power misuse.

Fair  inquiries  are
required so as to
punish the real
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subsequently to the
Presidential Commission

culprits. They can’t
punish a person before
find out the truth.

- Reparation for the
mental agony suffered us
due to loss of everything.

- It 1s important to include
officers from all three
communities in  such
mechanisms.
Establishment of such
machineries needs to be
expedited.

- Need to establish
Regional Officers
I request that my
husband be reinstated
with back wages.
Proposals to prevent re
occurrence: Even the
courts listen to the
high officials. The law
should be
implemented in an
equal manner to all.
Our case is pending
for 10 years. 1 hope
that the  hearings
would be completed
by next date.

- We need a solution
within 12 months.

- The machinery needs
to be manned with
Tamil speaking
officers.

- It should function at
regional level.

12)

Inhuman assault
made by a copral in
army training

Matters have been explained
to the Commanding Officer of

the Army . However, so far
we have not recieved any
relief .

- Army training should
be provided in a
humane. Higher
Officers should not be
given a free hand to
punish and assault
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trainees according to
thier = whims  and
fancies. Justice should
be given to my son .
No any other young
boys should face this
situation.

13)

Missing persons

We have lodged complaints at
almost all offices but no relief
was given to us. Father and
mother also died due to the
severe trauma they underwent
after the disappearance of my
brother.

The beginning we tried
several places. Later stopped

We  approached  Human
Rights Commission and no
relief was given.

We believe that our
brother is no longer
living. However, an
investigation required
to be conducted in
order to find out his
fate and compensation
to be paid to us. There
should be a program in
order to prevent such
incidents in the future.
My proposal in order
to prevent such
incidents in the future:
Take steps to uproot
racism  from  the

country.
I need my son.
Government  should

find out him. I don’t
need money.

14)

Education (Science
and Maths teachers
in Tamil schools)

Lot of complaints made.

We need graduate
teachers

Appoint  teachers

to teach science
and maths

Government seriously
takes this issue as
priority issue. Should
not discriminate us.
Resource distribution
must be equal. This
can lead to peace.

15)

Labour rights
violation

Made complain to the trade
union.

Made complain to
management and labour
department, but no use.

Government  should
intervene in order to
solve estates workers
problems.

There should be
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proper

monitoring

system needed.

- Provincial based
national labour
advisory = committees
should form.

Need to include the
rights which are not
cover under the labour
laws in to collective
agreement.

There should be clear

policy for  trees

cuttings.

4)

Event

Numb
er of
people

Musli
ms

Tamil

Sinhale
se

Femal

Mal

Geographical

Disabili
ty

Focus
group
discussio
ns

16

30

34

49

31

Passara
Demodara
Wellawaya
Damabana
Mahagodayay
ya
Siyambalandu
wa

Buttala

Public
hearings

165

92

67

54

111

Badulla
Pasara
Bandarawella
Monaragala
Ella
Mahiyangana
Lunugala
Welimada
Wellawaya
Buttala
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Siyambalandu

wa

Badalkumbura
Total 245 22 122 101 103 142 3
)
Observation Statements regarding the process

At the beginning almost all the participants
(plantation) were clueless about this process.
They were bit shocked that we came to
collect the information from them that how
should solve the problems?

Due to the fear the missing person’s become
long time silence.

Most of the plantation people see this
process as their opportunity. They feel that
no one come to them ask these type of
questions in the past.

In UVA Zonal more tamil people
approached the PHs.

Most of the disappearances said that this was
the first time they’ve got an opportunity to
talk.

Muslim women said this was the first time
they talked about their problems and
solutions. And also mentioned that this
environment helped them to openly express
their views.

Some said “we are not ready to trust this
government. The governments who caused
for our problems, now together”.

Two people said “ we don’t have any hope
that government will solve our problems. We
can’t trust NGOs. They are mostly
corrupted”.

“ Government is saying that they don’t have
money. How they will pay the compensations.
This is all lie”.

“ We hope at lease this government do
something”

“We are fed up with telling our problems.
After that our problems get worst. Why
should we need to tell again and again”.

6) Mechanisms
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Plantation Land & Housing
Main requests:

» Should not come under estate management or TRUST.
» Plantation Land and housing should come under government mainstream program but
give special attention to plantation.

» Government should form an independent committee.

Who are the people can be in this committee?

=  Who can understand our problem

=  Who can speak our language

=  Who can we trust

=  Who treat us equally

=  Who is not corrupt

=  Who won’t show partiality

= Men and women and young people

BIG COMMITTEE (NATIONAL)

% < Middle committees
é O O O S;;I co/n?mgt\ees Q O

What for this committees?
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ZC needs to collect accurate information according to our criteria. After this they will give
the information to the regional committee. Regional committee has to recheck the
information and send them all together to the National committee.

Once information has been gathered what will happen?

= National committee is supposed to make an action plan is 3 days.
= The plan should be shared among the people within 10 days.
= In about a month the activity should start.

How can we make sure the things are moving according to our plan?

We need to form local groups within plantation. Each estate should form small workers
group. They should know the plan and they will check whether things are moving right
direction.

Plantation land and housing problems should solve with in how many years?

Syears — 4 persons said.
3 years — 9 persons said.
1 year— 2 persons said.

Missing Persons
Missing persons office - what are the things you think they have to consider?

= Firstly, giving preference to the people who have clear evidence which requires an
inquiry. This process should finish within 6 months.

= [Initiate the district office within two months.

= Total power must be given to the district office.

= The staff should be people who can analyze the problems clearly, be trilingual, able to
work without fear, and create a friendly environment.

= Security must be given to the people who come to the office.

= Female officers should be appointed.

= The staff should have listening skills.

= Don’t depend on retired government servants.

= No party politics involved.

= The staff must be given a long time to work on these issues.

= This has to be a result oriented office.

= The victims’ family — If there are educated youth, first preference should be given to
them to be appointed in DO.

* Any development programs should give preference to-victims’ family.

* They must allow complaints in Tamil. All the correspondence should be in Tamil
also.
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= The inquiry place should be women friendly. Without fear.

=  When they do inquiries, they have to do it (even if the other party is STF) in front of
us.

= Inquiries should be in Tamil.

= After and before the inquiry, the government should ensure our security.

= Government should ensure our security when we visit this office for any complaints.

= The office should ensure the community is aware (special program) that we are not
bad people (Not LTTE). Need not isolate us.

=  OMP law needs to be passed quickly

What qualities should the staff of OMP have?

e People who we can trust
e People who can speak our language
e People who can understand our problems.

Non Recurrence (what measures government needs to take?)

e Government should ensure that the fundamental rights are not violated.

e Implement bilingual policy at local level (post office, DS, Pradasasaba, etc......

e Tamil schools should give preference to develop with proper teachers and
infrastructure.

e Implement right to information act as soon as possible,

e Don’t politicize the government appointments.

e Give samoordi to Tamil people also.

e Don’t use racism for political campaigning. If anyone is doing this, government
should bring them in front of the law.

¢ In hospitals preference is always given to the Sinhalese but equal treatment is needed.

e North east is only highlighted, but we too have the same problem. Therefore in future
when things are dealt with don’t exclude any one.

e (Give land and housing to estate people.

e Don’t remove our line rooms without informing us

e Racism should be stopped immediately (thinking all Tamils are LTTE)

= Government should do something to safe guard the minority communities.
= Police stations should be friendly with us.
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Muslim Women - Minority
If something wrong has been committed by someone(against the rules) how do you stop that?
We need a law.
What kind of law will solve our problems?

e Schools, bus stands, hospitals, post office, police and the government institutions
should not treat us differently because of our religion, language or ethnicity.

e (Government officer’s attitudes and behavior should be included in the law.

e Ifanyone uses racism and foul language against the minorities there should be a
punishment or penalty.

e There should be a law reforms which will include Quazies’s behavior

How to develop this law?

Officers should be 10

Central peoples’ commission

District commission

Zonal
commission
(10)

Village

commiss
ion (5)




Criteria for Central peoples’ commission selection and other commissions:

e The commission should give equal respect for all minorities.
e Good listeners

e They have to understand people’s problems.

e Skill on minority women’s issues.

e Experience of these issues.

e Male and female

e No bribery

CPC
e Use the information from DPC and draft the bill.
e Lobby the government to pass the bill.
e Bring in law within 6 months.

¢ Implement the law within 3 months.

District people’s commission
e People who know much about the districts.
e 15 member committee
e Put the information together as district.
e @Give guide to CPC within one month.
Zonal people’s commission
¢ 10 member committee

e (ollect the information from VPC and recheck the evidence.
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Gather the information as zonal information.

Give the outcome to DPC within one month.

Village people’s commission

5 members.

Identify the problems.

Collect evidence.

Understand the root cause of the issues.

Function independently.

Need to give information to Zonal within one month.

No bribery

Government should make sure that things are moving correctly

Farmers

We like to find out the truth, who did all of this? Who are the people behind this?
Even if this was done by the ruling party, the state should punish them.

We need to have open space to discuss with other communities, to share our pains and
views.

We need new technology for paddy cultivation and alternative cultivations.

Within a one year period we need law reforms.

We need a national policy for land and agriculture.

Action Plan should be developed by an Independent intellectual who are-is committed
to agriculture.

The religious practices should not have any bias. Ex: in Buddhist temple they should
always promote positive ideas to the public.

The politicians and NGOs attitudes and corruption must change.

We need local trade centers for Lime, fruits and country veg.

We also need cooling room, factories, marketing outlets

Our views and suggestions need to be given to intellectuals who can analyze and
make a plan. This should not be given to politicians.

District development planning meetings should include our farmers also.

We need a paddy marketing policy which is suitable to geographical setup.
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e We need other alternative income sources: inland fishing, ornamental fishing,

e We need good experienced people from farmer’s families to be agriculture officers.
o Attitudes and skills should develop the agrarian staff.

e SL should not import rice from other countries.

e Government should buy 3000kg rice from each farmer.

e Farmer’s society should operate the paddy stores.

We are not asking any compensation for our loss. We know the present government is
struggling to pay teachers salary and other salary increments. How can we ask for
compensation? This is good for newspapers but practically they can’t pay our
compensation. Therefore we request government to take our suggestions and try to
implement them as soon as possible.

Indigenous People

e Established national policy for protect the rights of aadhivasees.

e True picture of aadhivasee way of life should be included in the school
curriculum.

e Established vocational training institute.

e Take legal action to combat liquor and drug menace.

e Established trust fund to protect the culture of aadhivasees

e Established media culture not to abuse “waddha culture” Ex. Using abusive
language of mus waddha in parliament.

¢ Improve the facilities of school education.

e Pay compensation for violation of land rights since 1980’s.

e Review existing wariga sabawa and take measures to function smoothly.

Land Rights - Sinhalese

e 1.1 Although the Land Reformation Commission is an institution of a government
structure which responds only the country President the respective LRC officers
obstinate actions have resulted in current situation in this issue. But LRC is
established as a result of the recommendations of youth unrest in 1971.According to
the proposal of this committee the land extents more than 50 acres are acquired to the
government control and distributed among the landless citizens of the country on the
basis lease agreement or property sales deed. If so since LRC initiated in year 1970 by
this time all that acquired land has to be released to the land less and completed the
mission. Most of the land of this nature is acquired from plantation companies. At the
time of plantation companies acquired to the state management many people have lost
their employment who are also eligible to get land by this sceme.But it has not done
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so far. The participants of the landless peoples request is to reform the lethargic LRC
and which has to be made an institution which serve the citizens with responsibility
and find solutions and issue permanent deeds for the deedless citizens with in 3
months. Further they said LRC mobile services to be held district level and find
solutions for issue.

1.2 The citizens of Monaragala district are not affordable for high cost land as such
they have to be facilitated with the Land Reclamation act instead Land Development
act and sustain the ownership of land for the present settlers of the deedless settlers.
As a result they can benefit the independent ownership of the so called land portions
and make use of them as family property for family future development as a duty of
parents for their children with out any intervention of government. According to their
expressions this act would be a great life time reconciliation for their families.

1.3 The land which have been acquired for development projects has to be made
compensation reimburse with land with out any delay.Permanant lands released for
tamil landless community. In future any government or any other development
projects to be launched for the impacts of such projects has to be taken in to
discussion of the public and their suggestions has to be taken in to consideration by
finding solutions for the problems of the public has to be implemented as a policy of
the government.

7) Our Views:

v

v

Most of the grassroots are lack of awareness. No information at all. Eg: For their
problems where to go?

The trust in-between communities are questionable?

There are a big gap in-between government institutions and people. EG: lots of people
say there is no use of going to the Pradeshashaba, district secretariats and grama
niladari.

It came out very clearly that local politicians are the root cause of lot of problems.
People are fed up with government, trade unions and NGOs.

From the village to the top the government institutions are not working properly.
Government officer’s misuse of power becomes common issue for the problems.
There is a big gap in-between the present mechanism and people using those.
Therefore it is again questionable whether the new mechanisms reach the people
smoothly.

NGOs and trade unions need to revalue their work which they did in the past and
now.
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Report of Zonal Task Force for
Vavuniya District
on

Consultations on Transitional Justice Mechanisms

(Tamil Section)
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I. INTRODUCTION

As part of the process of transitional justice, a consultation exercise was held island wide with the
aim of ensuring that views of the victims will be accommodated by the Government of Sri Lanka
(GoSL) in designing the four transitional justice mechanisms it has committed to implementing at the
30" session of UN Human Rights Council in Resolution 30/1. Consultations were also explicitly a part
of the GoSL’s commitments under Resolution 30/1 where they agreed to set up a hybrid process
for transitional justice.

The consultations were therefore focussed on gathering views from the public on the following four
transitional justice mechanisms:

Judicial mechanism with a special court

Office of missing persons

Truth, Justice, Reconciliation and Non Recurrence commission
Office of reparations

B o

The Zonal Task Force for Vavuniya was appointed by the National Consultation Task Force to
organize consultations at the district level in order to gather suggestions and concerns from victims
and affected persons/communities.

Il. BACKGROUND ON VAVUNIYA

Vavuniya has a long history of violence being perpetrated by armed forces, the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and para military groups. Vavuniya remained a hub during the war as it served as
a passage from the North to the South. Many individuals especially Tamils were abducted, arrested,
killed, and forcibly disappeared in the area as a result.

After the end of the war on May 18" 2009, the Vavuniya district accommodated more than 300,000
people who came out of the war zone. The infamous Menik farm camp was created in Vavuniya,
where the government sent war-affected people with the help of the armed forces while they
processed them to see if they were affiliated to the LTTE. Many families entering Menik farm
surrendered their sons, daughters, husbands and wives, as LTTE cadres or associates believing the
assurances provided by the government that they wouldn’t be killed or tortured. Many of those
people have not been seen since their surrender. People who came out of the war zone into
Vavuniya were targeted and arrested by the armed forces without any documentation, and many of
those people’s whereabouts are also still unknown.
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Vavuniya also held detention camps where many LTTE cadres were sent though there are no
statistics accurately revealing how many were placed in those camps.
11,000 to 12,500 former LTTE cadres were released after rehabilitation.

The government claims

Vavuniya also contained the infamous Joseph camp and Thantrimalai camp, commonly referred to
by the people as torture camps. These were camps where many Tamils were tortured and killed, and
most of the victims who took part in the Vavuniya ZTF consultations spoke about these two
locations. There were also other military camps in Vavuniya that were involved in perpetrating
violence.

Vavuniya district is comprised of a multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multi-lingual population. The three
main communities of Sri Lanka live together in Vavuniya as the region was and is a strategically
important point between the North and the South. The Vavuniya ZTF took this into consideration
and organised meetings so that there was adequate representation from each community.

The Vavuniya District is in the Northern part of Sri Lanka. It covers of an area about 196,700.96 Ha
(1967.00 Sq km). This is 10% of the land area of the entire North - East and 3% of the island.

Administratively this district constitutes part of the Wanni Electoral District. This district has 4
Divisional Secretariat divisions and covers 102 Grama Niladhari divisions and 50 villages. There are 5
Local Bodies functioning in this District; one Urban Council and four Pradeshiya Sabhas.

Population Development in Vavuniya.

Population Population
Name Status Census Census

2001-07-17 2012-03-20
Vavuniya District 149,835 172,115
Vavuniya Divisional Secretariat 116,441 117,533
Vavuniya North Divisional Secretariat 11,578
Vavuniya South Divisional Secretariat | 11,000 13,118
Vengalacheddikulam Divisional Secretariat 29,886
Sri Lanka Republic 18,797,257 | 20,359,439

Source: Department of Census and Statistics, Sri Lanka (web).
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lll. METHODOLOGY

This report is based on the public meetings and focus group discussions held by the Vavuniya Zonal
Task Force (ZTF) during the month of August 2016 from 9" to 18" The ZTF was comprised of:

Rev. Fr. Elil Rajendram — Chairperson
Ms. Sepali Subasinghe - Secretary
Mr. A.R. Abdul Ramees

Ms. Kalavathy Sinnaiya

Ms. Kokila Mithyanathan

Both the public meetings and the focus group discussions were organised in all four divisional
secretariat divisions. In total, 393 individuals participated in the consultations. The majority of them
were women.

Before the consultations, preparatory meetings were held with the ZTF members in order to plan the
consultations and each member of the ZTF took responsibility in organising the consultations in the
four divisional secretariat divisions with the help of volunteers. We had two co-ordinators who took
care of the logistics and organising meetings with the others. Each divisional secretariat division was
assigned five volunteers and a note taker from the ZTF and the CTF.
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CTF members attended some of the consultations as observers in order to ensure the credibility of
the process and to provide support for the ZTF members who were conducting the consultations.

An initial meeting was held with the Government Agent in order to keep him informed about the
consultation process and to request his and his officials’ help to conduct the meetings in each
division. The ZTF met with the Head Quarters Inspector of the Vavuniya district to keep him
informed about the consultations taking place in the Vavuniya district.

For all of the public meetings the Vavuniya ZTF tried to achieve a representative sample of all people
of all age groups and in particular to have gender balance.

All of the members of the ZTF were there for all the public meetings but not all the members were
there for all of the focus group discussions.

A. Locations

As stated above the meetings were held in each of the four divisional secretariat divisions:
Vavuniya North

Vavuniya

Vavuniya South

Vengalacheddikulam

All of the meetings were held in the divisional secretariat building so that the consultations would
appear non-threatening, be easily accessible and be common to everyone.

B. Participation

The number of individuals who attended the meetings broken down by divisional secretariat division
are:

1. Vavuniya North:
a. Public Meeting (9" August 2016): 78 individuals attended
b. Focus Group Discussion for Female-Headed Households (10th August 2016): 16

individuals
2. Vavuniya:
a. Public Meeting (17" August 2016): 106 individuals attended
b. Focus Group Discussion for the Muslim Community (16th August, 2016): 7 individuals
attended
c. Focus Group Discussion for the Tamils in urban Vauniya: 23 attended
3. Vavuniya South: Sinhala DS division
a. Public Meeting (12th August, 2016): 78 individuals attended, including two Buddhist
monks
b. Focus Group Discussion (14th August, 2016): 14 individuals attended
4. Vengalacheddikulam:
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a. Public Meeting (13" August, 2016): 59 individuals attended
b. Focus Group Discussion (11th August, 2016): 12 individuals attended
C. Public meetings

The public meetings were mainly organised by the ZTF member who was responsible for that
Divisional Secretariat Division (which we had assigned earlier) with the help of the divisional
secretary, grama niladharis and other staff members from the government administrative sector.

There were four public meetings held, one in each DS division. The public were invited to attend the
meeting by the grama niladharis, ZTF members and other means.

Most of the local leaders were invited to submit proposals with regard to the mechanisms that are
to be set up. War-affected families were invited and there were victims and survivors who shared
their concerns about the mechanisms set up though most of them did not have any trust in the GoSL
and the mechanisms set up by the GoSL. They came forward nonetheless to register their aspirations
and the political solution needed for Sri Lanka.

D. Thematic Focus Group Discussions

The focus group discussions were thematically organised in order to permit representations by the
affected communities collectively or individuals on central issues in their view. Separate focus group
discussions were held for Tamils, Sinhalese and Muslims in order to ensure the representation from
all three communities. Each focus group discussion was limited to 20 individuals with the exception
of Vavuniya town in which 23 attended.

The focus group discussions were thematically broken down as follows:
Vavuniya:

e Two were held on displacement, separately for Muslims and Tamils. Individuals submitted
their concerns regarding displacement both during the last phase of war and before the last
phase of war.

Vavuniya North:

e One focus group discussion was held which focussed on female-headed households.
Vavuniya South:

e One focus group discussion was held which focused on land issues pertained especially to
the Sinhalese.
Vengalacheddikulam:

e One focus group discussion was held which focussed on enforced disappearances where
families and relatives of the forcibly disappeared made submissions.
E. Preparation and awareness

People were informed about the four mechanisms proposed by the GoSL before they attended
public meetings or focus group discussions via a multimedia presentation sent by the CTF. Posters
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were also distributed to each GN division encouraging people to participate in the consultation
process.

The ZTF unfortunately could not do any public EDUCATION campaign as envisaged due to the A/L
examinations held during the month of August as a result of which, permission was not granted to
use public announcement vehicles.

The ZTF members asked questions during the consultations to attendees based on the questionnaire
given during the training for ZTF members. The questionnaire was therefore used as a guideline to
obtain suggestions and proposals.

For most of the meetings Human Rights Commission members were present to report any security
issues that came up to the relevant authorities.

IV. CONSTRAINTS AND CHALLENGES

There were significant constraints and challenges impeding the Vavuniya ZTF’s ability to undertake
broad and wide-reaching consultations.

First, the ZTF was informed that people were reluctant to attend meetings as they thought that the
consultations were another tokenistic exercise and they felt that this mechanism was simply being
used to buy time for the GoSL in the UN and the international community. People were also
reluctant to attend because they didn’t have faith in a mechanism set up by the GoSL. In fact, most
of those same people had advocated for an international mechanism believing that only an
international mechanism would yield justice to victims and survivors. Some people also felt that
participating in the process would lead to its validation, which some people argued was wrongly
labelled as a “transition” when they couldn’t see any change between the former government and
the current one.

Even for the people who did attend the consultations, they had little awareness about concepts of
transitional justice and the tools that were available under those concepts which they could request
in the consultations. This posed difficulty in determining what exactly people would want from the
transitional justice process.

Another major challenge was ongoing military surveillance. Though the Vavuniya ZTF assured people
there wouldn’t be any threats to them for participating, this did not stop the surveillance or people
from feeling they would be harassed. Surveillance was in place as both police and military
intelligence were present at the premises where the consultations were being conducted. The
presence of the intelligence personnel prevented people who wanted to attend the consultations
from coming, as they had prior experiences of being threatened by anonymous callers or intelligence
visits following their attendance at meetings relating to human rights. During the public meetings in
Vavuniya North and Vengalacheddikulam members of the intelligence services were present at the
premises. .
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Relating to the surveillance, there were questions raised by people about whether it would be
possible to conduct a consultation on reconciliation mechanisms within a militarised area as people
are not free to express their aspirations. Some of them likened the situation to what occurred during
the ceasefire period, after which people who came out for human rights and political activities were
targeted when the ceasefire started breaking down. People feared that exposing themselves during
this period of relative freedom may bring risks in the future, particularly if there is a change in the
government.

A. Conducive environment and On-going violations

Overall, one of the major problems facing the consultations was that the environment was not
necessarily conducive.

The consultation process for reconciliation mechanisms in Vavuniya and in many parts of the North-
East is being conducted in a highly militarised environment, where the victims and survivors still
don’t have adequate protection. People participated in the process in spite of this, with the concern
that it could be the last opportunity to express their aspirations and to seek a political solution in
order to live peacefully with their rights assured. However, the militarized environment undoubtedly
prevented many others from attending.

The GoSL has not expressed political will to reduce the number of armed forces from the North and
even the commander of Jaffna categorically expressed that demilitarisation is not possible now.
People who attended the consultations also stated that the environment is not conducive enough to
begin any reconciliation processes, pointing to the fact that there are still arrests taking place under
the PTA. Harassment also continues for some of the people who take part in any protest marches
and attend meetings on transitional justice, enforced disappearance, and human rights.

Militarisation not only refers to the presence of the armed forces but also includes their involvement
in the civil administration and local economy in the North.

Land occupation by the armed forces still continues to happen as does the construction of numerous
Buddha statues and temples in traditionally Tamil areas. For example, in Kokilai in Mullativu, the
construction of a Buddhist temple is continuing despite a court order prohibiting it.

People would like to have the military camps far away from villages and towns.

Arrests of former LTTE cadres continue to happen and they are continuously under surveillance,
which sparks fear among the others who continue to work with the victim community.

Overall then, in Vavuniya like many parts of the North-East, continued militarization and related
surveillance, and on-going human rights violations serve as major impediments to any transitional
justice processes and made the environment less conducive for consultations..

V. SUBMISSIONS (GENERAL)
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A. Express Political will and Commitment to TJ

The GoSL should express its political will and its commitment towards TJ.

B. Resolution 30/1

Attendees of the consultations made clear that the GoSL cannot compromise on the resolution that
it co-sponsored in October 2015, in which victims believe that it committed to setting up a hybrid
judicial mechanism to deal with the past. Many have seen reports in the news, that the GoSL is now
stating that there will be a domestic mechanism and there will not be any foreign involvement,
reneging on its promise.

C. Violations in General

People who attended the consultations were affected by the long war throughout its duration, but
largely during the last phase of war. Communities in Vavuniya who were in urban areas were not
affected by direct conflict during the last phase of the war, but were affected by violations, such as
abductions and extrajudicial killings, perpetrated throughout the conflict. People who went through
the last phase of the war are witnesses and survivors of grave violations that were committed. Some
who attended revealed crimes, which need further investigation and analysis.

Victims spoke about the losses they had experienced during the war. They experienced the loss of
family members, loss of property, financial loss, including money they lost in bribes to the security
forces and intermediaries, war injuries, discrimination in education and employment, detention,
torture, sexual abuse and other forms of violence amounting to cruel treatment.

Victims and survivors who had been through the war were traumatised in a manner, which
continues to affect their daily life, especially children and young adults. This can have a negative
impact on their health and their mental well-being.

People who suffered physical injuries during the war continue to suffer as most of them who went
through the last phase of war have shrapnel in their bodies. Many attendees who lost limbs were,
and continue to be, the bread-winners of the family. There are people who suffered collective
trauma with many members of the family having experienced first-hand violations.

(i) Systemic Crimes

Victims who were present during the last phases of the war in Mullivaikal spoke about the types of
injuries they experienced and some of them expressed that they had injuries from burns which still
affect them and impact their health. Victims accused the armed forces of continuing to attack the
‘no fire zone’ irrespective of whether the targets were civilian such as hospitals. People also
complained about the shortage of food and medicine in the last phase of the war.

There were witnesses who alleged that the armed forces used cluster bombs in the last phase of the
war. Some of the victims went on to claim that there was a genocidal process that had its climax in
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Mullivaikal but then added that they felt that the genocide has been on-going even after the end of
the war in 2009.

The crimes committed by the LTTE were also mentioned by the attendees. Many victims spoke
about about conscription and there were also accusations made that the LTTE used people as human
shields, which the attendees viewed as war crimes.

Victims said that they felt that there was a systematic plan behind the onslaught by the GoSL,
especially in Mullivaikal and during different stages of war.

Victims and family members felt that enforced disappearances were premeditated acts committed
on a large scale against the Tamils. They felt that the enforced disappearances were not necessarily
as a result of individual issues, but rather based on any given person’s ethnic identity as a Tamil.
Enforced disappearances were wide spread across the North and East.

(ii) Enforced Disappearance

Enforced disappearances were widespread and systematic as expressed by the people in Vavuniya.
They specifically named some of the perpetrators and the military camps that those perpetrators
were living in. Most of the perpetrators appeared to be from the military intelligence unit. The two
military camps that were mentioned most often were Joseph Camp and Tantrimalai Camp. These
camps were infamous for abductions, arrests, torture, sexual abuse, and killing.

Though there were other mini-camps that were also involved in abduction, those minicamps were
reported to be attached to the two main camps in the district. The relatives and families of the
disappeared faced/face reprisals for pursuing the cause of seeking the truth of what happened to
their forcibly disappeared loved ones. They too identified most of the perpetrators as either CIDs or
from other intelligence groups within the military. Most of the family members who witnessed the
abductions confirmed that the abductors were from the armed forces stating for example that the
vehicles that the abductors used would enter military camps. However, when the families eventually
inquired at those camps they were denied all the information about their abducted loved ones.

In fact, the families and relatives of the forcibly disappeared reported being threatened with torture
and abduction if they pursued seeking the truth about the abducted.

(iii) Torture

People who were arrested based on suspicion of LTTE involvement by the police or armed forces
were subjected to torture. The families of the disappeared reported having to undergo harassment
and ill treatment. Victims who attended the consultations indirectly stated that upon their arrest
they were tortured but hardly anyone talked about sexual torture or rape as the environment was
not suitable to speak about it, in part due to the military presence.

(iv) Rape and other forms of sexual violence
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Rape and sexual violence were not reported during the consultations but that does not mean that
rape and other forms of sexual violence did not happen. The environment was not conducive for
victims to feel comfortable raising these violations as the victims are still forced to live with the
perpetrators due to militarization. Rape, whether the victims are female or male, is still considered a
taboo subject and has a social stigma attached to it which affects the lives of the victims who report
such violations. There is also the fear of reprisal as most of the mothers who have female children
want to safe guard their children.

It was reported that the young wives or mothers of the disappeared were asked for sexual favours
for the release of their abducted or arrested loved ones.

(v) Socio-economic crimes

Most people spoke about their property loss. Many of their houses were destroyed at various
stages of the war, or their furniture and other household things were looted when they had to flee
their homes. Some of them reported multiple instances of destruction of property due to war.

Most of the victims, be it families and relatives of the disappeared, or others, or even people who
were incarcerated in Menik farm had to bribe the military officials. Most of them paid large sums of
money. There were others who were intermediaries for the armed forces who accepted bribes from
the victims at different levels.

The land that was fertile for cultivation was encroached on or grabbed by the military and other
groups. Thus, many victims lost the means for livelihood. The owners whose houses were occupied
by the military were not paid rent or compensated in any form, and when the homes were returned,
damage to the homes was not compensated.

The ex-cadres who were asked to work in the cultivation as part of the rehabilitation programme
were not given any stipend. They said that this was an exploitation.

It was also brought to our attention by some of them after the meetings that the gold deposited in
the Tamil Eelam Bank went missing. They feel that the gold was taken away by the GoSL after the
war, in addition to the vehicles that we left behind. People claimed that the armed forces and the
defence ministry staff are responsible to for having taken away the gold from those banks and
having sold the vehicles or used the vehicles.

(vi) Discrimination in job

Discrimination in jobs and education continues to take place in the North and East. Since most of the
victims were in the war zone, they could not enter universities, thus losing out on opportunities for
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white collar jobs unlike their colleagues in the South. Even many other employment opportunities
are denied and most of the South-based companies who operate in the North and East bring in their
employees from the south.

The ex-cadres who were promised employment opportunities are denied job opportunities for being
part of the organisation that was banned by the GoSL.

(vii) Crimes by the LTTE

Some of the people who came also expressed about the crimes committed by the LTTE, especially
conscription and preventing people from leaving the war zones. Most of the victims were not given a
‘permit’ to leave the war zone.

D. Trust-Building

Even after the end of war, the GoSL has not taken steps to build trust among the victims, and the
GoSL continues to discriminate against the Tamils while pushing its agenda forward. The post-war
national building project concentrated on consolidation of power and strengthening the unitary
nation-state structure of Sri Lanka.

Some of them viewed the creation of the Northern Provincial Council as strengthening the unitary
nation-state structure and consolidating power in the central government rather than power sharing
and devolution of power.

Most of the people who attended the meeting expressed their disappointment with the new
regime’s playing of its trump card (that the previous government would return to power if we were
not strategic), which they viewed as a rhetoric discourse used as a means of escapism.

The victims said that the GoSL could have created trust and demonstrated its seriousness towards
reconciliation by:

e Releasing private land occupied by the armed forces

e Releasing political prisoners, especially those who were held without any charges

e Releasing the names of those who surrendered to the armed forces as well as the
forcibly disappeared

e Removing the military apparatus from the North (demilitarisation)

e Stopping Sinhala settlements

e Preventing new Buddha statues and temples being erected in the North

e Stopping military involvement in civil administration

Almost all of them expressed that the GoSL continues to deny the crimes perpetrated, including
during the last phase of the war. The GoSL is using denial as a premeditated strategy to escape
systemic crimes perpetrated by its armed forces. Acknowledging the crimes committed by the
armed forces is the beginning of any efforts towards reconciliation. The present culture of denial
takes the process nowhere.
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The victims also felt there was a culture of impunity. Victims mentioned that some of the
perpetrators who were responsible for enforced disappearances continue to make their presence
felt, even in the new regime, which the victims think could curtail the efforts on reconciliation. The
victims expressed that the ending of the climate of impunity would be a sign by the GoSL in order to
prove that it is honest about criminal justice.

The victims also expressed that they feel let down by the international community and the UN, not
only during the war but even since the end of the war. The victims expressed their disappointment
that the international community and the UN continue to support the new regime, in betrayal of the
victims who continue to suffer at the hands of GoSL. Some of them even expressed the feeling that
the international community was complicit in the crimes perpetrated during the last phase of war by
providing technical assistance, selling arms and other military machinery.

E. Witness Protection

The people who attended stated that they would be glad to testify before a special court or truth
commission provided that they are assured of justice being delivered.

They also mentioned that protection is needed by an independent body separate from the police
and armed forces as the latter were/are the perpetrators. They suggested that the independent
protection body should consist of credible people from the OHCHR and other human rights
organisations. People also stated that the independent body must ensure protection for people who
come to testify for as long as they required, as people have fears about future regime changes based
on their past experiences and fear later reprisals if protection is not available for longer periods of
time. They also spoke about the need to implement the witness protection law though they made
clear that they don’t have trust in the local system.

VI. SUBMISSIONS REGARDING TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE (TJ) MECHANISM

The GoSL proposed four transitional justice mechanisms based on the four pillars of transitional
justice as follows:

Judicial mechanism with a Special Court

Office of Missing Persons

Truth, Justice, Reconciliation and Non-Recurrence commission
Office of Reparations

B

The participants categorically insisted that for any of the transitional justice mechanisms to be
successful, victims need to be at their center. The process of constructing the mechanisms has to be
a victim-centric approach and it has to be decentralised.

Victims brought up the fact that the whole transitional justice process came into being due to the
crimes committed during the last phase of war and the victims of that last phase of the war were
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predominantly Tamils. Thus, having the other communities take advantage of the transitional justice
mechanisms and leave out the Tamils victims is not acceptable.

Victims expressed frustration with Colombo-based civil society and NGOs, stating that they have no
legitimacy over the mechanisms. Victims challenged their legitimacy stating that no one can have a
monopoly over the transitional justice mechanisms.

The victims also emphasised that the state has to take responsibility for the crimes committed and
the state cannot evade its responsibility.

A. Temporal Mandate

The attendees suggested that the temporal mandate for the mechanism being established should
start from independence and continue through to the present day. The people, who claimed that the
crimes committed against Tamils since independence amount to genocide, want a full investigation
from the time of independence.

B. Amnesties

Almost all of the attendees at the consultations stated that there could not be any amnesties
awarded for any perpetrators, even on the basis of confession of truth. They all categorically denied
the notion of amnesties being awarded to persons found guilty of systemic crimes. They stated that
perpetrators deserve to be punished as per international human rights and international
humanitarian law. In that same vein, they also expressed that elements of international human
rights and humanitarian law need to be incorporated into the domestic judicial system.

People felt that forgiveness is not a choice for the crimes committed by the State and its stake
holders, especially for systemic crimes and for other crimes such as rape, sexual violations, enforced
disappearance and torture. The perpetrators need to be investigated for violations of international
human rights and humanitarian law and need to be punished if found guilty.

C. Women’s Participation

The victims insisted that women needed to be represented adequately in all of the mechanisms
proposed, and that those women should come mainly from the victims’ community and from the
organisations that are working with victims. They felt that there are issues that are pertinent to
women that should be wholly managed by the women themselves, especially sexual violence
committed against women.
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D. Representation in the Mechanism and Offices

The victims emphasised that any mechanism to deal with the past should reflect representation of
victims, as they feel that the GoSL has a tradition of establishing commissions or mechanisms
headed by the victors who are Sinhalese and who they felt would certainly protect their colleagues
who were the perpetrators. Therefore, the victims want to ensure that representation from the
victims is reflected well and the mechanisms include either international experts and/or Tamils who
have credibility in working with the victims.

E. Officials to be appointed

The victims described that the officers to be appointed to any transitional justice position set up by
the GoSL, especially dealing with issues that are pertinent to Tamils, need to be appointed by the
victims via a public vetting process. The GoSL cannot appoint alone without transparency, as victims
fear that the GoSL will appoint its own people who would protect the GoSL as it did in the past.

F. Acknowledgement

Attendees to the consultations stated that the GoSL should acknowledge the crimes committed,
including during the last phase of war, instead of using ‘denial’ as a mechanism to evade its
responsibilities. For any efforts on reconciliation, acknowledgement is essential. The GoSL continues
to maintain the ‘humanitarian operation’ discourse to deny the grave violations of international
human rights law and international humanitarian law committed.

The victims also stated that even the UN and the international community need to acknowledge
their failure to protect the Tamils during the last phase of war as they felt that they were let down
by everyone. Acknowledgement of failure from the UN and the international community should also
lead to pressurizing the GoSL to commit itself to accountability.

G. Monitoring body

The victims also suggested there has to be an independent body that monitors the transitional
justice processes in order to ensure that the process meets international standards, remains
transparent and credible, and that the GoSL remains committed to the process.

The monitoring body should consist of international experts in whom the victims have confidence
with the help of OHCHR.

H. Truth Commissions

Victims expressed a willingness to testify before a truth commission if the truth commission is linked
to the special court that works on criminal prosecutions. Seeking the truth should lead to criminal

272



justice and there cannot be any disconnect between the different mechanisms, rather they must be
clearly interlinked.

Attendees also expressed that enforced disappearances remain a crucial issue as almost all families
and relatives of loved ones who were disappeared, expressed that they would like to know the truth
of what happened to their loved ones and would also like to know what has been done to them.
Families expressed that this has to be followed by criminal justice, as the families and relatives of the
forcibly disappeared feel that their loved ones are/were innocent. They would like to see the
perpetrators being punished for crimes committed, as enforced disappearances were a crime that
was premeditated and executed with the full knowledge of the GoSl.

The victims also confessed that they would like to know the truth of why grave violations were
committed during the last phase of the war and the whole world should know the violations of
international human rights law and international humanitarian law that were perpetrated as the
GoSL denied access to media and still maintains a policy that ‘zero casualties’ occurred during the
war. The GoSL should also expose the nature of the crimes committed. Even the other communities
in Sri Lanka should know the nature of crimes perpetrated by the state as the other communities
know only one side of the story told via state media that was controlled by the then GoSL.

As said in the introduction, the truth commission should consist of international experts and Tamils
in whom the Tamil victims’ communities have trust. Though Tamils exclusively advocated for an
international accountability mechanism, at the suggestion of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Zeid Al Hussein, Tamils agreed to accept the hybrid mechanism.

l. Justice

As stated previously, victims stated that their demand for justice should not be perceived as taking
revenge, but rather as an attempt to combat the climate of impunity that has been in Sri Lanka for
decades and as a preventive measure so that the victims can be assured that the crimes perpetrated
never occur again.

The majority of victims proposed an international mechanism as the domestic mechanism had failed
to render justice for Tamils for the violations perpetrated by the state. The state protected the
perpetrators in the past and the perpetrators continue to commit violations.

The vast majority of the victims insisted that the perpetrators need to be prosecuted and punished
and they categorically denied amnesty being awarded to perpetrators. They also suggested that
justice be viewed collectively as something for Tamil people as a whole, rather than for themselves
or their immediate families individually.

273



Most of them prioritised the collective aspect of justice — looking to justice as being delivered to
Tamils based on their identity given that they were made to suffer based on their identity. Attendees
felt that Tamil victims suffered not only as individuals, but also as a collective group which came out
via different pogroms and was the underlying cause as to why Tamils took up arms.

Attendees felt that systemic crimes need to be looked into which is why most of them viewed justice
collectively. As most of them had the experience of having been through the war and suffered due
to the collective idealism not due to personal interest. The motivating factor was the collective
ideology that they were convinced of due to decades of oppression by the GoSL post-independence.

Many of them mentioned that the genocide took place based on the identity of Tamils and the GoSL
wanted to annihilate the Tamil population. For some people therefore, they stated that justice
means recognising the right to self-determination. They also fear the recurrence of human rights
violations.

J. Enforced Disappearances

Most of the families and relatives of the forcibly disappeared articulated that they would like to
know the truth about their loves ones. Knowing the truth should lead to justice. They would like to
see their perpetrators being punished so that enforced disappearances never happen again. The
GoSL should acknowledge that enforced disappearance is a crime and the families and relatives are
also victims of the crime. Since the OMP is already set up, most of them expressed that there has to
be a separate unit that deals with enforced disappearance as there is no one who went missing in
the North and East. Victims also stated that the ratification of the Convention on Enforced
Disappearances should happen with retroactive effect which allows past crimes to be investigated.

Speaking about the OMP victims also said that it is not victim centric and it has to be made victim
centric. They mentioned that tracing in the OMP should be linked to criminal prosecutions. Since the
OMP comes out of the transitional justice process then the priority should be given to Tamil victims.

The families and relatives of the disappeared who are also victims expressed that they would not like
to receive any compensation until they get to hear about their loved ones but when asked further
they said that they would like to receive interim humanitarian assistance until a decision is given to
them. Reparation programmes need to be set up after the prosecution.

K. Reparations

Most of the people who attended said that they would not like to receive reparations but when
asked further, most of the young women and older women said they would like to receive
reparations.
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They also made a clear distinction between the right to development and reparations stating that
development is not a programme of reparations. However, development and a programme of
reparations can be done simultaneously.

Reparations must also go beyond just lost property, but also include those who suffered injuries that
need medical treatment. All those who lost their limbs need special attention. There has to be a
programme to address PTSD. In particular, women and children need more attention with regard to
psycho-social support and PTSD.

Torture survivors need a separate programme as do victims of rape and of sexual violations, whose
condition is a grave concern. Families headed by women are also another area of concern.

Armed forces who occupy private property illegally should release them and restitution should be
provided to those families.

L. Memorialisation

Since the end of war the victims have not been allowed to mourn their dead ones while the GoSL has
celebrated victory in the country at the cost of Tamils.

Most of the attendees said that they could not have the funeral rites of their loved ones who were
killed during the war done in the proper way as even now, there is a lot harassment and people who
would like to have their religious rituals performed for their dead ones receive warnings and threats
during the month of May.

Most of the victims also expressed that in the North victory monuments have been erected by the
armed forces, and these monuments deprive the victims of the ability to tell and share their own
stories. The victory monuments erected by the armed forces need to be demolished said most of the
victims. Instead, victims stated that there should be a museum built for the victims of war. There has
to be a day, preferably May 18, that has to be declared as a remembrance day for those who died in
the war.

Victims also added that the destroyed LTTE cemeteries need to be built again.

M. Guarantees of Non-recurrence

To ensure non-recurrence, the root cause of the problem needs to be addressed. Without
addressing the root cause of the problem, any solution will be problematic. In order to do this there
is a history of the ethnic problem that needs to be looked into. The evolution of the history of the
problem is essential in terms of non-recurrence as the ethnic problem did not erupt suddenly.

Deconstruction of the ideology behind the unitary nation-state structure is pivotal for reconciliation.
Victims feel that the GoSL cannot maintain the same discourse proposing a unitary nation-state
structure, when Tamil communities have made clear they disagree with the model. The GoSL has to
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go for another of model of democracy which is federal where the Tamils’ right to self-determination

has to be respected.

People also shared their opinions about institutional reform and security sector reform which are

very much needed.

They stated that a political solution that would solve the decades long problem is based on the right

to self-determination.

VIl. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM VAVUNIYA ZTF

Based on the above submissions made during the Vavuniya ZTF’s consultations, the ZTF put forwards

the following general recommendations which it encourages the CTF to consider and adopt:

1. The following need to be done by the GoSL in order to develop a conducive environment needed
in order to begin any process on accountability and reconciliation so that victims can actively be
a part of the process without being intimidated:

a.
b.
c.

Demilitarisation of the North-East;

Stop on-going human rights violations;

Ensure the military stops intimidating, harassing and threatening people in the North-
East and allows organizations and individuals to work in unobstructed fashion with the
victims; and

Put in place a credible and effective witness protection mechanism.

2. ltis essential that the GoSL builds trust in the population of the North-East and should do so in
the following ways:

a.

b.
c.
d

Make an express statement of its political will and commitment to TJ process.;
Releasing the land occupied by the armed forces;

Releasing the list of the names of those held in custody;

Releasing all those who are detained without any charges under the PTA and releasing
the names of those held incommunicado if any; and

Stop State-sponsored Sinhala-Buddhisization of traditionally Tamil land.

3. Gender sensitivity needs to be addressed and the T) mechanisms should strive to achieve gender
parity in all committees, units and bodies.

4. There has to be a victim and witness protection body devoid of existing Sri Lankan police and
armed forces consisting of UN and other officials that has credibility to ensure protection for
victim for as long as it is necessary.

5. There should be a monitoring body for the TJ mechanisms consisting of UN officials that needs
to ensure that the process is victim-centric.

6. There has to be a permanent office of the OHCHR that is involved in the process of TJ.

7. There should be no amnesties given for grave violations of international humanitarian law or
human rights law.
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10.

There should be no further statements by the GoSL backtracking from the resolution that is co-
sponsored in September 2015. The Government should reaffirm its commitment to the
September 2015 resolution in whole.

All of the mechanisms set up should consist of a majority of foreign officials. The appointment of
these foreign officials cannot be left to the Sri Lankan Government or its institutions including
the Constitutional Council. The Sri Lankan Government should enter into an agreement with the
OHCHR/ UNSG so that these appointments are made by the UNSG on the recommendation of
the OHCHR. All appointments whether local or foreign should be made after a vetting process
involving the victim community.

All aspects of Transitional Justice should be given equal weight. The criminal justice component
cannot be side lined given its importance in guaranteeing non-recurrence and tackling impunity.
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Consultation Task Force on Reconciliation
Mechanisms

General Report of the

Zonal Task Force- Western Province

Incorporated Reports on Public Meetings and Focus Group Discussions

INTRODUCTION

The Consultation Task Force on Reconciliation Mechanisms appointed by the Prime Minister on the
26th of January 2016, is mandated with consulting members of the public on the processes and
mechanisms for reconciliation in Sri Lanka to seek truth and justice, ensure accountability for human
rights violations and provide measures for redress.

The Government has indicated that it is considering the following mechanisms to achieve this:

An Office of Missing Persons

A Truth, Justice, Reconciliation and Non-Recurrence Commission

A Judicial Mechanism with a Special Counsel

An Office of Reparations
The Consultation Task Force on Reconciliation Mechanisms (CTF) has appointed member of the
Zonal Consultation Task Force on Reconciliation Mechanisms (ZTF) for Western Province
The Western Province Zonal Task Force (WPZTF) consisted of seven members, appointed by the
Consultations Task Force for Reconciliation Mechanisms (CTF) on a letter dated 31st May, 2016 with
a mandate to undertake public consultations on reconciliation mechanisms proposed by the
government as well as solicit any other proposals from the public in the Western Province. The ZTF
was chaired by lawyer and human rights advocate Sudarshana Gunawardene and had as members,
Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran, Ms. Kumudini Samuel, Mr. Hilmy Ahamed, Ms. Chamila Thushari, Ms.
Kuhanithi Kuhanesan, Mr. J.B.C.K. Jayasekera. The WPZTF conducted four public hearings in the
course of its sittings, two in Colombo, one in Ja-Ela and one in Kalutara. It also conducted 07 Focus
Group Discussions (FGD). The sittings and hearings spanned the period 27 July to 2 September 2016.

all Zonal Task Force members went through a 3 day orientation programme organized by the CTF
from 5th- 7th June 2016 at the Riverdale Hotel, Kandy. Following this they in consultation with
members of the CTF identified specific areas of interest relevant to the Western Province that required
special attention and decided to hold Focussed Group Discussions (FGDs) in those areas. These
included persons affected by the July 1983 violence in the Western Province, families of the
disappeared in the Western Province, marginalized and sexual minority groups of the LGBTQI
community and women. A FGD each was also held with members of the Eelam People’s Democractic
Party (EPDP) (on their request), in Colombo and with Buddhist clergy and laity (on their request) in
Kalutara. The WPZTF also conducted four public hearings in the Province. Two of these were in
Colombo at the Mahaweli Centre Auditorium of the Ministry of Mahaweli Development in Colombo
7 on 0lst August and at the Colombo District Secretariat Auditorium, Colombo 5 on 15th August.
Two others were held in the District Secretariat. Public hearing for Gampaha district was held on
02nd August at the Ja-Ela Divisional Secretariat Auditorium. Public hearing for Kalutara district was
held on 03rd August at the District Secretariat Auditorium in Kalutara.

The WPZTF commenced its work with the media briefing in Colombo at the Sri Lanka Press Institute,
Colombo 05. This resulted in some media publicity for the work of the WPZTF and the dissemination
of information about the dates of public sittings. The WPZTF also met with the Government Agent/
District Secretary Colombo, Mr. Sunil Kannagara, the Government Agent/ District Secretary
Kalutara, Mr. U. D. C. Jayalal and the Government Agent/ District Secretary, Gampaha, Mr. J. J.
Rathnasiri to solicit their support and assistance for the process. The Government Agents/ District
Secretaries of Colombo Gampaha and Kalutara extended their support to the WPZTF and we
accepted the offer of using their premises for our hearings. We did not use the Gampaha D/S
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premises but decided that our sittings targeting the public of the Gampaha district should be held in
Ja-ela. These sittings were therefore conducted at the Ja-Ela Divisional Secretariat. We received
critical and very welcome support from the DS Kalutara who gave our sittings prior publicity
throughout the Kalutara district through the good offices of his staff and also opened the public
hearing in Kalutara. We thank all these officials for their support and assistance. Publicity was also
given to the sittings through our contacts in civil society, Trade Unions and Professional
Organisations. Members of the WPZTF also personally contacted special interest groups and victim
groups to request their presence at the pubic sittings and the FGDs.

All our sittings were conducted peacefully and respectfully with an openness to hear diverse opinions
and points of view. At the public sittings in Kalutara, the WPZTF was told that insufficient notice
had been received by the Buddhist clergy and laity in the District and the scheduled sittings should
be postponed for another day that assure the broader participation. However after a patient hearing,
the WPZTF requested the Buddhist monks present to propose another date for a more focused
discussion with a wider group of persons who WPZTF suggested they should bring together. This
was arranged a month after the initial meeting. The Kalutara public hearing continued once the
Buddhist clergy had left the premises, with the WPZTF, the Buddhist clergy and those present
agreeing that the scheduled public hearings should go on, to hear representations from those who
stayed on.

Participants who came before the ZTF at public meetings represented a cross section of people.
Buddhist monks, Catholic clergy, Journalists, Lawyers, Retired Public Servants, Civil Society
Representatives, Researchers, Family Members of the Disappeared, Victims of Torture, Victims of
Political Victimization, University Lecturers and public in general were participated. Full list of
participants and attached as annex-1

A number of persons welcomed the consultation process and the initiatives that were being taken to
build reconciliation among the diverse communities — ethnic, religious, and other in the country.
Some groups that came before the WPZTF said they had district wide discussions on the proposed
mechanisms and represented a cross section of opinion. However many of those coming before the
WPZTF said there was insufficient information on the consultative process and the role and work of
the Consultations Task Force on Reconciliation Mechanisms among the public; that any information
available was information CSOs had obtained and passed on. They all expressed dissatisfaction that
the State had not given this process sufficient publicity or attempted to encourage better and inclusive
participation. A seasoned human rights activist noted that there has to be an official policy on
transitional justice that could be made public, saying, “We can’t be merely depend on statements made by
the President, the Prime Minister or the Minister of Foreign Affairs.” Many persons stressed that the
transitional justice and reconciliation process must be owned by the state and the government. It
must be promoted publicly by the President and the Prime Minister, not merely by civil society or by
representatives of civil society assisting the government in consultative processes such as the CTF or
the ZTFs. Speaking specifically about the CTF, an activist noted that there was neither clear
understanding nor any attempt to create awareness about the role and scope of the CTF and the ZTFs.
Some of the participants were very disappointed that the hearings took place within a very tight time
frame and suggested that CSOs and state officials together could have developed a much more
effective publicity and information sharing process before formal hearings commenced. CSOs who
had tried to give the process some publicity felt they needed to provide detailed information to
potential participants and realized they did not have sufficient information, or capacity to reach a
wide public. Others such as a group of Buddhist monks and laity who came to the first public hearing
at Kalutara and who expressed their grave dissatisfaction at the lack of sufficient notice and
information, requested more time for preparation and another date for a hearing which the WPZTF
willingly acceded to. Others while expressing their faith in the bona fides of the President and the
Prime Minister noted that there were many Parliamentarians who are not suited for the task of
leading a reconciliation process. They felt the process must be guarded from political opportunism
and suggested that a joint CSO and state engaged process would be the most effective. There was
praise for the CTF on Reconciliation Mechanisms with some persons applauding its decision to
establish Zonal and District Task Forces for purposes of wider consultation. It was felt that this
regional outreach will also help the process of reconciliation and that a range of diverse and

280



important recommendations and ideas emerged because the process opened up to the periphery and
was not limited to political and intellectual elites.

The inadequacy of information resulted in a number of persons, members of families of the
disappeared in particular, coming before the WPZTF to make personal testimonies in the belief that
the CTF could provide them with answers. Others treated the WPZTF like a commission and
presented grievances ranging from political victimisation (politically motivated extrajudicial
executions) to hate speech (against the Muslim community) and discrimination in service provision
(use of Sinhala only at the Cancer hospital in Maharagama resulting in Tamil speaking patients not
knowing what to expect and unable to make their needs understood). Members of the WPZTF had to
constantly explain the nature of their mandate and focus the discussions at all its sittings. Extending
their concerns beyond the mandate of the ZTF some persons were concerned that they did not know
that the timeframe of the CTF was and how its consultations and recommendations would be taken
into account in the design of the various reconciliation mechanisms proposed.

We were impressed that a number of individuals who came before the ZTF had done so on very short
notice, often on hearing about sittings over the radio. One participant, travelling on the Colombo-
Negombo road heard about the public sittings at Ja-Ela and immediately got off a bus to come to the
District Secretariat, just before we concluded sittings for the day.

Some persons coming before the WPZTF felt that the country was now at peace and ethnic
communities were reconciled. However they had very little understanding of the need to respect the
identity and rights of other communities. Others felt that reconciliation was an issue only relevant to
the north and east of the country since these were the areas directly affect by and recovering from the
war. Some felt that reconciliation had to come from the Tamil community.

However the vast majority of persons making submissions strongly emphasized the need to build
relationships that were broken, understand the harm done to each community, particularly the Tamil
and Muslim communities, accept the violation of rights, seek truth, justice and above all build trust,
respect and reconciliation based on the acceptance of the right of persons from all communities to live
as full and equal citizens of Sri Lanka without discrimination, marginalisation or the privileging of
one ethnic or religious group over the other.

It was also stated that we have to make sure we address the grievances of all communities if we are to
move forward. There were some people who felt the Sinhalese have suffered injustice and continue
to be targeted while others felt the same about the Tamils and the Muslims. Still other communities
such as the LGBTQI spoke of continued discrimination and marginalization.

Critically, reconciliation was seen as a re-design of relationships between individuals, between
communities, between individuals and communities, between individuals and the state, and between
communities and the state. Some persons felt that every one of us has been victimized in some way
by the armed conflict; it damaged relationships between communities and individuals; it destroyed
life; it damaged the economic, cultural and social fabric. Others stressed the fact that war and
militarisation made us insecure. It visited violence upon us, including sexual violence. We were
violated - men, women, children, people of different gender identity, transgender individuals. We
survived the years of violence and we must all come together to build relationships and
reconciliation. It was felt that even as we build institutions for reconciliation we need to build
relationships that are broken. Building institutions and mechanisms by themselves was not seen as
sufficient. Those who had not suffered direct violence yet stated that “We are all survivors of the war
because we all suffered due to the breakdown in relationships between us” and the need to rebuild
relationships was stressed.

Some persons felt that it was imperative all Sri Lankans are able to speak in their mother tongue, to

practice their different religions and cultures. Some Sinhala Buddhists stressed that that they can’t be
held ransom to the exigencies of Sinhala or Buddhist supremacy. They noted that they have nurtured
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politicized religion. “We need to move away from this and begin a process of reconciliation. We
can’t continue to privilege one religion over the others for political gain. Our political leaders must
stand firm on this and not vacillate. “ they have noted.

Some persons felt that reconciliation could not be bound by pressure from the international
community, the threat of economic sanctions, etc. Still others felt that it was important to bring in a
gender perspective into the reconciliation process. Gender they noted was an important aspect of
reconciliation. “All of us have gender identities, maybe we identify as male or female or transgender
or inter sex. We also have sexual orientations that are different. We need to take into consideration
the intersectionality of identities as well as the intersectionality of rights when we speak of
reconciliation.” one participant noted.

ATTITUDINAL CHANGE

Education

It was felt that a new narrative for the nation must be created and that the current moment of political
change made this possible. A re-visioning of history was called for and it was felt that a balanced
history had to include excluded groups and narratives, a means of understanding the past and
reconciliation. The role of education and the media was highlighted for this purpose.

There were representations with regard to the restructuring of education, improving of education
infrastructure and the ideological role of education and educational institutions in building
reconciliation. It was felt that the education system and education reform could help deal with the
tensions and widespread distrust among communities. A re-presentation of history that debunks
assumptions and myths and that is inclusive and highlights and promotes tolerance, reconciliation
and nonviolence was suggested. It was also felt that the teaching of a critical history must also bring
about a willingness to question simplistic interpretations of it. It was proposed that education,
particularly history education must be designed towards achieving long term reconciliation and be
multi-generational in its scope and methodology. It was felt that the promotion of reconciliation
through education would help children and young people deal with the effects of growing up in a
militarized, racially biased, heteronormative society and economy.

It was felt that the education system and the teaching of an inclusive history would contribute to
building trust between ethnic and religious communities. It was suggested that history be both re-
written and re-taught in creative ways should schools, higher learning institutions and through the
media. School and university exchange programmes between students was proposed as was the
learning of each other’s languages, culture, art forms, etc. Common programmes of study were
proposed such as International Relations, so that students could learn from experiences across the
world. Sports and the Arts were proposed as common activities together with inter-school and inter-
university exchange visits.

Representations were made to us that Muslim children often found it difficult to gain admission to
Sinhala schools. Some Muslims observed that they did not mind sending their children to either
Sinhala or Tamil language schools but they asked if certain cultural practices such as the worship of
teachers not be imposed on them. Many submissions called for the teaching of all three languages in
schools with adequately qualified teachers. Some also called for the teaching of the fundamentals of
world religions in schools, while students are also provided with the opportunity to study their own
religion in depth. Both Sinhala and Tamil language schools it was reiterated should offer instruction
in all religions so that no student would be compelled to study a religion not of their choice. Some
Muslims and Tamils noted that they went to Sinhala language schools when they lived in a majority
Sinhala area but asked that they be given the opportunity to be instructed in their own religion and
have the opportunity to offer Tamil as a first or second language with good teachers. It was also felt
that since Sinhala language was more privileged, some Muslims in the Western Province preferred to
study in Sinhala but continued to face discrimination in the admission process and that such
opportunities must be made available to all equally and would be conducive to foster reconciliation.
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Media

A number of media personnel came before the WPZTF and a number of others commented on the
media. They said the media was heavily ethnicized and politicized and as a result media reportage
was rife with bias and misreporting and it was felt that the media had no ethics, working sometimes
to actually disunite people. For instance they said the Sinhala media reports the same incident with a
different slant than does the Tamil media and vice versa. There was also the withholding of
information, often information that could contribute to reconciliation, understanding and tolerance.
What gets highlighted is the misperceptions that prevail which lead to conflict. It was felt that we
need balanced media reportage as well as factual and neutral reportage. But unfortunately we are
saddled with a partisan media and have to deal with the adverse consequences that this entails
including its serious impediment to reconciliation.

We had representations from senior journalists who supported reconciliations and spoke of the need
for credible information. Some of them had served in Tamil areas and they were of the opinion that
going back to history and myth and trying to invent a future through that was of no purpose. One of
them felt that racism and religious extremism is the result of ethnic and religious ghettoization of
communities.

A senior media personality spoke about how he worked in the Vavuniya community radio and how
he broadcast programmes that could be enjoyed by the majority community in the area and how he
translated Sinhala songs into Tamil and played them on the service. He said cultural activists and
artistes could do far more than politicians to promote reconciliation through the arts than through
politics. It was strongly recommended that the media must be used as a tool or mechanism to build
reconciliation, instead of an impediment. But it was felt that this work cannot be limited to special
channels since if that happens it will be seen to be a state sponsored biased intervention; that
reconciliation is only a project of the state. It was suggested that independent intellectuals can be
tasked to create a discourse in the media and a proper media strategy developed for this purpose so
that the ideology of reconciliation is not subverted by biased religious, ethnic and politicized
discourse.

Culture and the Arts

A number of cultural activists made presentations before the WPZTF speaking of the need to be able
to both express and enjoy one’s culture and cultural persuasions and the importance of this in a
process of reconciliation. Some expressed the need to separate art from culture expressing the
opinion that culture is often framed in terms of religion and conservative ideas and ideologies. It
was proposed that culture must not be allowed to interfere with reconciliation and that a mechanism
must be created to promote the arts instead. This would allow for the arts and artistic expression of all
ethnic groups without the burden of culture. There must be more openness to let artistic expression
and practice flourish and more spaces must be created for this purpose, both in Colombo and out of
Colombo. Art could be used as a tool of reconciliation without the impediments of culture, which has
been appropriated by regressive institutions and conservative ideas. It was emphasized that the arts
allowed for critical expression. We have to think creatively of alternative expression and how to use
alternative spaces. It was proposed that an alternative mechanism for reconciliation could structure
this in two ways — to seek alternate forms of the practice of the arts as well as to identify artistes who
practice alternate forms of the arts. The reconciliation process must seek to re-awaken artistes to
allow them to express themselves. It was felt that we only have a small window of opportunity, for
instance to express memory and ensure remembrance of the past. This is a time when memory of the
past is being systematically erased. We saw this happen during the time of the last regime. It started
with the beautification of our cityscapes, with big development projects. This continues to-date. The
fear to express critical thought or to create the space for critical thought continues in many spaces, in
particular within the media, within the bureaucracy. There were examples shared of work with
young artistes across conflict affected areas and their need to express their experiences of the war and
to keep the memory of those experiences alive. It was suggested that the memory of the past had to
be kept alive and that reconciliation could not just be limited to artificially imposed laws or
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structures. The state must identify cultural activists across all communities who can work creatively
to bring about reconciliation.

Many Sinhala representations spoke of having visited Jaffna and seeing the pain and suffering still
very apparent despite the new developments such as the construction of roads. That people were not
consulted or included, that their views were not sought and something alien was been imposed on
them. We need cultural tools to deal with this. Popular Films are one medium. Also the development
process must be designed in a way that it brings benefits to the people of those areas. We must have a
means to involve all these people in the development process, in the new industries such as the
construction industry.

It was felt that culture and the arts can play an important role in reconciliation processes and we have
an important task to perform in relation to art and culture. The language people identify with, their
lifestyles, aspirations, conventions, traditions, these are all sometimes in tension. We don’t share our
cultural histories, identities, performances. We don’t teach Kandyan dance in universities of the
North and East. We in the south don’t know the theatre traditions of the East or the North. We don’t
perform together. In the past we worked together across ethnic divides, but that happened
organically not because we wanted to reconcile as communities. We need a broad based mechanism
to incorporate culture and the arts into the reconciliation process. The mere performance of multi
ethnic theatre will not bring about reconciliation. We have 134 cultural centres throughout the
country. We can use them to build reconciliation. However no one working in these centres have
any perception about reconciliation. So we need a cultural policy that incorporates reconcilaiton.
There has to be a plan to implement this policy it has to be a long term process. This has to go
together with education it has to go together with attitudinal change among all citizens. Our
education system is divided on lines of ethnicity and religion.

POLITICAL AND LEGAL REFORM

Constitutional Reform

Some representations emphasized the importance of the Constitution making process that was taking
place parallel to the reconciliation mechanisms hearings. They felt that a new Constitution that
deepens democracy and entrenches constitutional safeguards for all communities without
discrimination, including the resolution of the vexed question of power sharing was essential for long
term reconciliation. It was felt we must have a good constitutional and legal framework to make
reconciliation a reality. If we cannot guarantee equality in the constitution we will continue to have
politicians, bureaucrats and law enforcement agencies engaged in discriminatory practices against
minority ethnic and religious groups. Some opinions expressed related to the need for a secular state;
others called for constitutional protections for all religions as a fundamental requisite for achieving
religious reconciliation. Almost all submissions dealing with religious strife, averred the need to
depoliticize religion and the way religion was used politically by politicians, state officials and law
enforcement officials. Many emphasized the fact that religion was a personal matter and should not
play any special role in the functions of the state. A number of people, Sinhala and Tamil expressed
concern at the proliferation of Buddhist statues and temples in the north and the role of the state,
particularly the military in this ongoing politicized and ethicized project. In addition they also
pointed out the role of the state administration and special provisions allocated to Buddhism which
they felt were causing much harm to reconciliation. They felt that such artificial symbols of religiosity
were incongruous and places and spaces of religious worship should evolve organically as a response
to community need rather than imposed from above.

Many people discussed the rise of religious intolerance and in particular the attacks on Muslim and
Christian places of worship and hate speech against the Muslim community. The destruction of
religious places of worship was raised by Buddhists as well. Some proposed the safeguard of
religious freedom through constitutional guarantees as well as the inclusion of provisions that would
protect and prevent the destruction of places of worship while ensuring that no religious group or
institution violated the rights of any other religious group.

Some asked how do we negotiate with different identities, identity groups whilst maintaining our
autonomy. How would Sinhala Buddist identity groups negotiate with other religious identity
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groups so that the rights of both groups are respected. Some groups spoke about the need to build
inter-faith reconciliation while some others cautioned against the possible opportunism if the
attempts were not genuine and evolve organically.

Legal Reform - PTA

A number of submissions proposed the repeal of the PTA and asked that cases where investigation or
indictment under the PTA be expedited. They also proposed that the Convention of the Elimination
of Enforced Disappearances be brought into domestic law and that enforced disappearances be made
a criminal offence.

DEVELOPMENT AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS:

A representation dealt with militarization in the post 2009 context of the governance of Colombo and
particularly evictions in Colombo. They brought the issues to the WPZTF because of the way the
processes that were used, the way the institutions were influenced and the outcomes essentially
reflected that this process was really war by other means. They noted hence that the harms that
resulted from these processes and addressing those harms, are relevant to a discussion on
reconciliation and transitional justice more generally.

In illustration it was noted that in 2010, the Urban Development Authority was brought under the
Ministry of Defense and the Ministry of Defence and Urban Development was created. The first
evictions carried out by this Ministry were those of Mews Street in May 2010, of 33 families living in
17, all of whom had title deeds. What followed in the next 4 years was widespread evictions of
communities in Colombo, mainly of those who occupied commercially valuable property. There was
a complete lack of due process, no justice from the court system, threats and harassment by the
military tasked with clearing the communities. These communities were relocated to UDA built rise
apartments in North Colombo where today they face serious issues of debt, decrease in quality of life,
negative effects on livelihood and schooling, lack of security, disconnect from their built environment
and high desire to move etc. It was noted that it is critical that any transitional justice mechanism also
incorporates the experience of the working class poor in post war Sri Lanka and communities find
justice. It was felt that an official record of their individual experiences must be made, a mechanism to
provide relief for the injustice they face as a result of their experiences, including lack of
compensation for their prior home and land are some of the recommendations moving forward.

This was proposed because it was felt that the blueprint for the eviction program in Colombo was laid
by what happened in the North in many ways, because Military officers with the UDA and the
Ministry were officers who were engaged in similar processes of relocation and resettlement in North
and they did something similar in Colombo. So the denial of full citizenship, to the working poor of
Colombo, including the denial of due process that characterizes all of this development is also a
fundamental question. Acknowledging the truth of what happened in Colombo not as something
that is different and isolated from what was happening in the post war North and East, but in fact,
was a continuation was stressed. And then subsequently the harms that accrue from them which are
of many kinds must be redressed.

A number of submissions from Colombo spoke about the adverse effects of development and city beatification
on ethnic communities with evictions affecting poor neighbourhoods and ethicised neighbourhoods
disproportionately. Shelter and a place of residence must be a fundamental right. The right not to be evicted
from your home must be a right that is guaranteed by the constitutions. Evictions affect poor communities in
urban areas disproportionately. These communities are often made up of marginalized groups and these
groups are sometimes ethnically marked. For instance the majority of families evicted from Slave Island, which
is prime land in Colombo, were the Muslim poor who were resident in the area for generations. Other
communities, for instance, a significant number of Tamils settled in the Kirulapone area during the heyday of
the Wellawatte Spinning and Weaving Mill are now threatened with eviction. The rationale for such evictions
is the misconceived prejudice that these communities are too crowded and prey to social ills — from drug use
to sex work to prostitution. The root causes of some of these issues are of course poverty due to
marginalisation and the lack of resources and social security. Reconciliation has to address issues not only of
political marginalisation but also of socio economic and cultural marginalisation and discrimination.
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PROPOSED MECHANISMS
1. Office of Missing Persons (OMP)

The WPZTF received some representations expressing dissatisfaction and disappointment in the
hurried manner in which the OMP legislation was approved before the consultation process on
reconciliation mechanisms was concluded and its report made public. They commented on the
legislation creating the OMP highlighting shortcomings and proposing measures to strengthen its
implementation.

Some representations welcomed the legislation saying it reflected the bona fides of the government
emphasizing however that the government must be clear about the timeframe within which it was
going to establish the other proposed mechanisms on truth seeking and reparations. They called for a
more transparent and inclusive process and for the dissemination of accurate information through the
media and other sources, while suggesting that all these processes should be expedited and that
legislation should be in place at least by December 2016.

It was also stressed that the OMP by itself could not resolve all the complexities of disappearances
and had to work in tandem with the other proposed mechanisms. There was also a call for the OMP
to be open ended in relation to the timeframe with regard to disappearances it would investigate,
suggesting that these include victims of the 1971 JVP insurrection and periods of violence thereafter
from the enactment of the PTA in 1979 to the JVP/State terror of 1987/1989 period and beyond,
including the years of war. It was also emphasized that disappearances perpetrated by both state and
non-state actors be investigated. It was reiterated that the OMP should first take into consideration
and evaluate all information provided to all past Commissions of Inquiry before fresh information is
sought.

It was noted that the legislation creating the OMP paid insufficient attention to the gendered nature of
enforced and involuntary disappearances with particular reference to the fact that the vast majority of
truth seekers who will come before the OMP with testimonies of disappearances would be women. It
was therefore recommended that the OMP is mandated to put in place gender sensitive policies and
guidelines. It was suggested that the OMP and its staff, should be independent and be persons with
experience and its composition should reflect an equitable gender and ethnic balance. It should also
include victims/survivors and family members of the disappeared as well as the missing in action.

It was considered mandatory to provide persons coming before the OMP with information on the
progress of investigations; where required psychosocial, economic and care support must be available
to everyone taking into consideration gendered, socio-economic and community needs. Special
facilities such as child care, services for elders and the disabled and security for marginalized groups
such as women and LGBTI communities should be provided. Such support should be provided right
through the process. Security it was stressed should be a high priority and all information had to be
handled sensitively and confidentially where required and shared confidentially with the other
mechanisms set up to ensure transitional justice. Security for persons coming before the OMP must
be guaranteed and a special request was made for the establishment of regional offices of the OMP.
Emphasis was also placed on the need for careful and appropriate training for all officers and staff of
the OMP on enforced disappearances, empathy, including the provision of psychosocial services on a
regular basis.

2. Office of Reparations
Reparations were discussed in a number of ways. It was noted that Presidential Commissions of

Inquiry of the Past has paid compensation for loss of life or for disappearances when the families
accepted that the person disappeared was believed to be dead. People noted the unevenness of this
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monetary compensation and noted that families of the disappeared from the 1988/90 period did not
receive sufficient compensation and that the amounts paid should be increased. However everyone
suggested that monetary compensation was just a token and that much more longer term restitution
was needed. They noted that in many cases local economies had not developed, employment
opportunities extremely scarce, and that the poor state of local infrastructure compounds poverty.
This was coupled with school drop outs to join the army, home guard or the militant groups, and the
need for supplementary education and skill training, particularly for youth and women. Many
women were deprived of access to education due to poverty, care work pressures, insecurity, social
norms, early co-habitation, pregnancy, marriage. Lack of skills affecting employability for both men
and women, limitation of gendered and traditional skill development, vocational training in non
traditional skills and acceptance for employment in non traditional sectors and unequal distribution
of resources were all factors that had to be paid attention in the formulation of reparation policies.
There was also the call for scholarships for children from families affected by conflict as a means of
reparation and restitution. It was also felt that the long term consequences of the loss of educational
opportunities (eg.1989/90 families of the disappeared) led to limited life opportunities and some form
of reparation was due to these families.

Monitory compensation was also discussed in terms of the loss of property, goods, livelihoods, means
of livelihoods —such as livestock, tools of trade, etc. which needed to be compensated. Psychosocial
trauma and the loss of life skills and livelihoods it was also felt needed to be compensated. Pension
schemes were proposed especially for the elderly who lost breadwinners and potential care givers.
Discounted or free service provision was also discussed for family members who were impoverished
or special groups such as female heads of household, widows, orphans, the elderly and the disabled.
Social security programmes were considered mandatory. Compensation and restitution was also
discussed in the context of displacement and eviction. The provision of land, housing and the
restitution of employment opportunities was suggested. It was proposed that this mechanism
should look into and come up with criteria that would address the real issues and make
recommendations for reparation that would commensurate with the loss they suffered by
individuals, groups and communities.

Reparation was also discussed in terms of official and community acknowledgement of loss and
symbolic measures such as formal apologies and public commemorations. It was stressed that
reparations could not and should not be limited to monetary compensation. Resolution of the root
causes of conflict, restitution of community dignity, equal citizenship and non-discrimination were
also seen as a component of reparation and restitution.

3. Judicial Mechanism with a Special Counsel

Many submissions referred to the biased nature of law enforcement and its institutions and the
judicial process itself and called for an independent mechanisms to deal with investigative and
prosecutorial matters in relation to disappearances and extra judicial executions, if justice is to be
done and seen to be done. Some persons felt that the Judicial mechanism created cannot be hybrid
and must be locally constituted with local personnel. However others proposed that all the
mechanisms created under the reconciliation process should benefit from some international
presence, particularly in areas where we lacked skill and expertise but also as importantly to ensure
that the mechanism and the process is independent and free from political interference.

Some groups advocated for a hybrid court, indicating that they had consulted with various
stakeholders at regional level and that a majority of persons preferred a hybrid court because there
were concerns about the independence and capacity of local courts. It should have temporal scope
going back to at least to 1979 when the PTA was enacted and thereafter. It should have jurisdiction
over both state and non-state actors. The Court should also have an equitable distribution of men and
women as well as representation from all ethnic communities and it should work in all three
languages.
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4. Truth, Justice, Reconciliation and Non-Recurrence Commission

It was also suggested that a women’s unit should be set up in all mechanisms created to ensure
transitional justice.

5. Other Mechanisms
a. Watchdog mechanisms

It was suggested that a special watchdog mechanism be created to monitor situations that might lead to a
breakdown in relationships between communities so that ethnic or religious violence can be prevented or
mitigated. It was also proposed the mediation like bodies be set up at the local level so that disputes can be
settled at source, preventing their exacerbation.

b. Memorialising

A number of persons stressed the importance of memorialization and monuments that can recall the
past as well as be spaces for remembrance and reconciliation. It was noted that these monuments
could be temporary ones created by individuals or communities or more permanent spaces and
structures that can be created also by communities and the state. It was observed that most of the
permanent monuments created todate are those constructed by the state exclusively for the
memorialization of the military and their victories in battle. These monuments are often symbolized
by the figure of a lion/s which is synonymous with the Sinhalese, Sinhala/Buddhism nationalism
and Sinhala extremism and racism. There has been no attempt to use other symbols even from
Sinhala history such as the deer of the time of Devanampiyatissa or symbols such as the Tiger. It was
proposed that artistes, cultural activists and the public, including those affected by conflict and other
forms of political violence be encouraged to create monuments for memorializing and reconciliation.
In the process of reconciliation, such monument creation can represent different truths, diverse
experiences, different acknowledgements and different memories and memorializing that evolves
organically from individuals and communities. The other important aspect of memorializing and
monuments was the role this process and such expression can play in preserving long term memory
of suffering, loss and injustice to ensure non recurrence. It was also suggested that individuals and
communities should be encouraged to express their wishes and design the contours of what they
wish to memorialize and how they wish to memorialize their experiences for themselves, and as a
healing process as well as for the protection of future generations. This should be an ongoing long
term and inclusive process. It was also observed that we live in a context where the state has no idea
how to protect monuments or the arts. There is also the politicization of the arts, the destruction of
monuments such as all the cemeteries of the war dead in the north and the east that were maintained
by the LTTE. We have the experience of one government destroying what a previous government has
created. However monuments of this nature must belong to the people and must be protected by the
people. The establishment of monuments can be assisted by the state but only to the extent of the
provision of raw material or infrastructure. They must be for a public good. They must be created to
ensure that the past is never again repeated. We can learn from the experiences of other countries
ravaged by war — Germany, Cambodia, etc.

It was noted that memorializing and the creation of monuments was something that makes the truth
seeking process more meaningful. It will recognise the need for loved ones to mourn their loss. It
helps to preserve memory and will instill the need for reconciliation and non-recurrence. Such
memorializing must reflect the representation of reconciliation and include all ethnic and religious
groups. There was also the call for the ratification of the International Convention for the Protection
of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance
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c. Justice and Amnesty

Some persons were of the opinion that if evidence exists, due process must be followed and perpetrators
brought to justice and punished. They felt that this was the only means by which families of the disappeared
or victims can be reconciled to what happened and can finally lay the past to rest. For many amnesties were
not a viable option while still others felt forgiveness alone would not bring about reconciliation.

d. Militarisation

Some persons spoke about militarization and its continued latent presence even in Colombo and the need for
the reconciliation mechanisms to dismantle the structures and effect of militarization. Some spoke of the
impediments posed by militarization to people’s enjoyment of their cultural lives.

The militarization of public spaces that became very characteristic of post 2010 governance of
Colombo is something that has to be seriously addressed, because it was also seen as a part of it the
destruction of an important memorial at the banks of the Diyawanna Lake, the ‘Ahinsakaramaya’. We
think it is very important that, that destruction is acknowledged and is in fact repaired and the
memorial being restored in some form or the other. Similarly it was also noted that the restoration of
certain public places also saw an erasure of their histories and it is important that those histories are
recovered and acknowledged. So for instance, the destruction of Slave Island, the erasure of the last
Malay-Muslim community there has to be marked in the process of reconciliation in an appropriate
respectful way, in consultation with those communities. It was suggested that it is also is important to
note that there are other institutions that were militarized and whose legacy continues.

It was noted that by the Government’s own figures, nearly half the population of Colombo occupies
only 10% of the land and that it was fundamentally spatial injustice, this also raise the question for the
transitional justice architecture, about looking beyond the Northern experiences of violations, not
merely on the basis of and in that sense, the larger political economic questions that also arise which
are not necessarily easily answered by the narrowly defined transitional justice architecture.

Focus Group Discussion - 19" August 2016
Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual, Transgender and Intersex Persons (LGBTI)

The relationship between LGBTI communities and transitional justice processes was explained in the
context of the effects of the war on those communities. The protracted war, state of emergency, and
militarisation of Sri Lankan society, caused notions of ethnicity and gender to become concrete and
fixed within the country. This resulted in serious problems to members of LGBTI communities who
could not, or would not, conform to sexual and gender roles imposed on them, both by the ethnic
communities they belonged as well as by wider society, in the wake of the emergence of fixed,
concrete notions of ethnicity and gender.

It was noted that the conflict-ridden social context, became increasingly conservative in policing
ethnic and gender identities, exacerbating pre-existent stereotypes surrounding people belonging to
gender and sexuality minorities. Restrictions imposed on democratic spaces and freedom of
expression, as well as cultures of impunity and intimidation that thrived during (and because of)
those times of crisis, made it difficult, if not completely impossible, for LGBTI people to engage Sri
Lankan society, to dispel myths and misconceptions surrounding their lives and identities, and to
advocate meaningfully for their rights. The emergence of the surveillant state during the conflict
rendered LGBTI individuals fundamentally vulnerable to state actors, particularly to members of the
police service and the armed forces, who abused increasingly normalised practices of arbitrary
inspections and arrests to intimidate, extort, rape and torture LGBTI people.

The group acknowledged the encouraging signs from the Sri Lankan state, particularly since the
change of regime in early 2015, and especially with the recommendations made by the Public
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Representations Committee on Constitutional Reforms in favour of equal rights for LGBTI people.
They also however expressed their concerns and reservations regarding the government’s
commitment to constitutional and legislative reforms, based on previous experiences of failed
initiatives to redress victims of the conflict, as well as recent statements made by top government
officials, including the President and called for a more open and transparent process.

Taking into consideration the need to provide accurate information so that conservative and
regressive attitudes can be changed, the group strongly highlighted the need for reforms in the
education sector, explaining the importance of accurate and science-based sexual and reproductive
health education for adolescents and youth, who constitute the future society of Sri Lanka.

Suggestions were also made to incorporate LGBTI issues directly in the government’s transitional
justice process, in particular the proposed mechanisms that will seek to advance truth, justice and
reconciliation in Sri Lanka. Namely, the Office on Missing Persons, Office for Reparations, the Judicial
Mechanism with a Special Counsel, and the Truth, Justice, Reconciliation and Non-Recurrence
Commission. It was hoped that the suggested recommendation on educations would be considered
under the remit of non-recurrence. Similarly, the group also suggested the incorporation of LGBTI
issues within the truth-seeking mechanisms instituted by the government in the future, as well as the
recommendation of symbolic and collective reparations on behalf of LGBTI people in the form of an
officially recognised LGBTI day and/or the commissioning of a special monument recognising the
existence, pride and dignity of Sri Lankan LGBTI people.

Focus Group Discussion — 11 August 2016

Disappearances

Focus Group Discussion with the Family members of the Disappeared was held in a special
temporary hut installed at the pavement in front of the Monument of the Disappeared, Raddowluwa,
Seeduwa. This can be considered the only monument in Sri Lanka where families of the disappeared
commemorate their loved ones since 1990s. Since, this was situated within the Western Province, the
WPZTF decided that it was of symbolic importance to hold the focus group discussion at the
premises.

There were 14 participants altogether comprising 11 women and 3 men. Majority of the participants
were from the Sinhalese families whose loved ones were subjected to disappearance during 1988-89
period. Still, there were two women claimed their son and the husband respectively was disappeared
during the 2008-09 period. Many participants claimed that even though these disappearances
occurred more than 25 years ago, there had been no justice served. They said that compensation of Rs.
50,000/ for a married person, 25,000 / for a single and 15,000 / for a minor had been paid by the
government with regard to the disappearances in 88-89 period. Since the Office of the Missing
Persons Act was passed in the parliament, the Task Force inquired the views of the participants on
this. Many did not know whether this office would cover the disappearances of that era but when the
task force explained to them the process and the mandate of the OMP they had some hopes that there
cases would be re opened. Still some raised doubts as to whether there will be justice for them under
the present government as it was under the same UNP government these disappearances occurred.
However, many others said that they were happy to see something is done by this government and it
shows that people change overtime and they hope that this government will address their grievances.
They have also mentioned that even though there was change of government occurred in 1994 by
using their issue as a main campaign slogan, for twenty years, nothing has been done to do justice.
Following points were emerged at the discussion:

There is a misconception in the country as to OMP is established only to address the Tamil grievances
and punish the officers and soldiers of the GoSL who fought the war. Therefore, addressing the
grievances of the Southern Families with equal preference will help to dissuade such attitudes.

Since these families share the same fate as to family members of the disappeared in the North and the
East, they have an empathy towards their counterparts in the North and the East. Since these family
members are organised as families of the Disappeared, a civil society organisation, they got exposed
to the agony of the families of the North and East through various exchange programmes organised
by the organisation and it has helped to change the attitudes. This practice of people to people
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exchanges should be encouraged by the government.

There is a memorialisation of the disappeared every year on the 27th October in front of the
Monument for the Disappeared with the participation of the families from the North and the South
since 1990. This practice should be recognised and a special day should be declared to commemorate
disappeared which will help victims’ families to come out and share their sorrow.

Most of the people who disappeared were the breadwinners of the families. Therefore, the
dependents of them have become helpless. These families also suffered the stigmatisation and hence
become marginalised. Some kind of a reparation system is needed for them and the Office of the
Missing Persons should have a special section dealing with the Southern disappearances.

The participants said that they have the confidence over the civil society members of the WPZTF and
expected that they should continue to press the government to implement measures addressing the
concerns of the families.

Focus Group Discussion — 5 August 2016

The Focus Group Discussion with victims of the July 1983 violence took place in Colombo. Many of
them spoke of the harm they suffered in 1983 which included the loss of lives and the loss of property
and subsequently the losses suffered due to displacement and re-location. For many it was a
continuation of dispossession as they left Colombo for Jaffna or other areas in the North and East and
were subject to yet more loss and displacement due to the war. The loss and displacement of 1983
also deprived people of jobs, job opportunities and livelihoods resulting in economic loss. The group
felt that the victims be adequately compensation for these multiple loss including the loss of life and
the loss of property. They felt strongly that this must feature in the reconciliation and transitional
justice mechanisms that are being designed. They also felt that the truth of 1983 must be officially
acknowledged and made public.

They reiterated that the state must take responsibility for its role in the 1983 riots and the complete
breakdown in law and order as well as the complicity of law enforcement authorities in the riots. It
was stressed that they wanted justice. It was also stressed that in the name of reconciliation, those
responsible for the riots must be named since often it was groups of persons from outside
neighborhoods and not immediate neighbors, although some did, who participated in the riots and
destruction. In many instances the group noted Sinhalese and others helped the victims, protected
them and led them to safety.

Some persons speaking of post 1983 displacement into Jaffna noted that their Jaffna residences were
taken over by state authorities, for instance the police and that these premises, now a police station,
for the past 20 years, had still not been returned. They asked for a restitution of rights. Older
people felt they could not fight to get back what was due to them and asked that these processes be
expedited. They called for a system of governance and administration that was friendly towards
Tamil people, where Tamil language use was respected. Some people spoke of continued fear and
constant fear of continued loss despite the change of government.

It was also reiterated that a lasting political solution should be found for the national question,
possibly through the new constitution that guarantees equality and non-discrimination to all. The
group said there should be meaningful power sharing with all the provinces and that political parties
must view this a positive measure and not as a promotion of separatism. They also felt that an ethos
must be built where everyone should see the country as belonging to all its citizens and not to the
majority ethnic group. The group also spoke of the politicization and partisan politics and asked that
there should be significant internal party reform and good governance. They also felt that all
political parties must accept reconciliation and work towards it.

The independence of the reconciliation mechanisms was stressed, in particular the mechanisms that
dealt with prosecutions. It was felt that these mechanisms must have very few state officials and that
they should be in the minority and that the mechanisms must be free of political pressure. It was
also felt that an independent media was imperative to make reconciliation work. The group
reiterated that wherever possible we should not ethnicise public institutions. For instance it was
recommended as a good practice that the names of schools should not carry ethnic or religious
identities — eg. Names should be changed - Tamil Vidyalaya, Bouddha Parshadaya, Catholic school
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(St.) or Muslim Maha Vidyalaya.- They should carry just an ethnic or religious identity but must be
open to all students.

Focus Group Discussion — 2 nd September 2016

Sinhala- Buddhist Groups, Kalutara

A group of Buddhist monks and lay persons arrived at the Kalutara District Secretariat on 3rd August
for the Public Hearing for Kalutara district organised by the WPZTF. In the beginning of the meeting
after the chairperson explained the mandate and circumstances of the CTF and WPZTF, they have
raised some objections. They wanted to know who owns the consultation process, who is funding the
process and are members of the WPZTF are serving in their personal capacity or are they representing
their respective civil society organisations. They have also showed their displeasure that the
prominent civil society representatives in the district including Buddhist monks were not informed or
invited about this public meeting. They accused that while the consolation process is happening
successfully in the North and the East, there is no prominence or enthusiasm about the process in the
other provinces. They have doubted that the idea of the Task Force is to invite a couple of like minded
people and get their views to be endorsed as the views of the entire Kalutara district. They have
further accused that even thug they have made submissions to the Public Representative Committee
on the Constitution Reforms, neither their views nor names were not even mentioned in the report.
Ven. Thebuwane Piyananda Thero, who is also a Provincial Councillor of the Western Province
representing the Jathika Hela Urumaya said that even though he is a people representative of the
district representing the Government, he was not informed or invited for this meeting. He said similar
incidence occurred during a Thai Pongal Celebrations organised by the Office of the National Unity
and Reconciliation in the district. He said government is trying to be on the good books of the
international community but doubted whether there is a genuine concern from the governments side
for reconciliation.

The group opposed to holding the public hearing but after a dialogue with Task Force, have agreed to
leave. The Task Force in turn offered an alternative date for a focus group discussion for them to
participate.

The Focus Group Discussion was organised on 2nd September at the Kalutara District Secretariat.
Buddhist Monks and group of lay persons both and men and women participated.

One of the main points the participants raised was that there is no need to create reconciliation in
Kalutara district as reconciliation prevailing. People belong to both Muslim minority and Up Country
Tamil minority are living in the district side by side. They were of the view that reconciliation is
needed in the Northern province as people living there do not tolerate other ethnicities of other
religions.

They asked why there is such opposition against erecting Buddha staues in the Northern Province,
while statues of Hindu Gods were placed and worshipped at every Buddhist Temple in the entire
country. They said there was an ancient Buddhist heritage in the North and East according to the
archaeological evidences and this heritage was destroyed during the colonial times. There were
Sinhalese livening and doing business in the Northern Province but they were forced to leave in the
1980 s with the emergence of the ethnic tensions. Even though there is a lot of talk about providing
reparations and resettlement of the Internally Displaced Persons, no body is cared for the Sinhales
whose displaced and their livelihood hampered.

Dr. Chamila Liyanage representing a civil society group called ‘Sinhala Sangedama’ said that they were
appalled by the manner the Office of the Missing Persons Act was passed at the Parliament and
questioned as to is this the way reconciliation mechanisms are going to be established. He also said
even though OMP is also a mechanisms that has to be created after concluding the consultations, the
establishment of the office prior to the completion of the Consultations made the whole process futile.
He further added that they as a Sinhala Nationalist Group wanted to register they protest and hand
over a petition to the visiting UNSG Ban Ki Moon but was not received by at least an officer of the
UN office in Colombo.

He has further suggested an establishment of a permanent office to monitor the reconciliation process
and issue early warnings as there are elements who are poised to breach the existing harmony and
reconciliation among communities.

Commenting on the Muslim- Sinhala tensioned in the district following attacks on the Muslims in
Beruwala and Dharga Town in 2004, they denied the existing narratives. They said whole issue was
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twisted to create a negative impression internationally towards Sinhalese and Buddhists. They also
mentioned that justice is not done nor reparations were made for the Sinhalese people , whose places
of business have been burnt down during the riots in 2014.

Focus Group Discussion — 10 August 2016

With the members of the EPDP

A special focus group discussion was held with the members of the Eelam Peoples’ Democratic Party (EPDP) on
their invitation at the party headquarters. Members of the WPZTF was invited to discuss further after one of
their members Mr. Nelson Edirisnghe participated at the first public hearing in Colombo on 1st August 2016.
Mr Edirisnghe said in his submission that there need to be a separate reconciliation mechanism for the victims
and survivors of the violence of the LTTE. He felt that the present discussion of the reconciliation mechanisms
are only for the benefit of the victims and survivors of the violations by the Government. Since the Task Force
members explained that mechanisms would be established after consulting the public, including victims and
survivors, there issues will also be taken into consideration he has agreed to invite more of his party members
for a focus group discussion.

Therefore, a Focus Group Discussion was organised on 10th August, 2016. Participants included Hon. Douglas
Devananda MP, leader of the EPDP and several other members. After the members of the Zonal Task Force
explained the mandate and expectations of the discussion, the participants shared their issues. They have
mentioned that they are also survivors of the war, having survived the violence unleashed by the LTTE. Several
hundreds of their members and sympathisers have died. The survivors also lost livelihood, educational and
employment opportunities etc. They were of the view that reconciliation process is important but worries that
proposed mechanisms may hamper the reconciliation process by exposing old wounds of the war.

Mr. Devananda said that a newspaper published in Jaffna carried a news item that a mother has implicating
him for making her son disappeared. He said that such accusations are baseless and if there are allegations
against him, then there should be an investigation. He said he has already asked the police to investigate the
allegation to clear his name but wondered how the people whose names are implicated by the victims can
clear their names, since newspapers are quoting the victims when they reports the hearings of the Task Force.
The participants raised several important points that should be addressed in a process of reconciliation. One
aspect is a meaningful power sharing in the Centre and to the provinces. The other aspect is the use of Tamil
language. People often face lots of difficulties as Tamil language is not being used in the governments
institutions. Number of other suggestions were made and they were hopeful towards reconciliation.

MUSLIM GRIEVANCES

The representations made by the Muslims in the public consultations highlighted certain core issues, which
were unique to this ethnic group, and they have also submitted mechanisms, which can contribute to the
reconciliation process undertaken by the incumbent government. It is also hoped by the Muslims that these
mechanisms will ensure equitable justice to all citizens in Sri Lanka irrespective of their ethnicity, gender or
religion.

The Muslim community feels that they were innocent and non-partisan victims in the three-decade war, which
gripped the country. They suffered mass execution, ethnic cleansing, and violence and disappearances and
land deprivation by the Tamil militants. It is felt that their grievances have not been recognized adequately or
addressed by the governments, which have been, and is in power, nor by the human rights agencies or the
international community since the end of the war in 2009. They are of the opinion that they have not been
represented or considered as participants in any meaningful consultations in the reconciliation processes.
They also feel let down by their political representatives, who they allege have not worked for the welfare and
against injustice towards the Muslim community. Therefore the individuals and groups making
representations of their community issues see the public representations ahead of constitutional reforms as an
opportunity.
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Highlighted issues

Since the end of the war, Muslims have still not been granted the right to return or assistance to return to
their homes. The lands they lost during the war have not been returned to them, nor the opportunity to
resume their livelihood. They are disheartened by the demand by the Tamil community to deliver land to their
rightful owners from the government, and their contradictory and discriminatory stance in denying the
Muslims their land. The Muslims feel that the demand for the North-East merger goes against the
reconciliation process as it is a demand only by the Tamils. They feel this demand lacks inter communal
justice. It was stated that the minority representation in Parliament will decrease and minority rights may be
affected if the Proportional Representation System is done away with. There are two predominantly Muslim
districts; however there are no Muslim GA or senior civil servants in any district. Most making representations
felt that politicians were the main reason for continuing inter communal disharmony in the country, and hence
suggest a mechanism to try to change the present scenario. Although Muslims constitute 10% of the
population in the country, only 0.25% are represented in the police force. They feel that a change in the
constitution of the Police force can help in maintaining rule of law and justice to all. The Muslim community is
not adequately represented in the appointment of public officers, and the distribution of land and state wealth
is not equitable. The continuing anti Muslim hate campaign since 2009 has not been curtailed. The Muslims
community feels that the previous government did not curtail the hate campaign and chose to ignore it,
suggesting that there was tacit approval by the government of the violence and intimidation directed towards
minorities, particularly the Muslims. The Aluthgama violence was sighted as one of the worst manifestations
of the hate campaign towards Muslims, where lives, homes and livelihood were lost. It was stated that the
violence took place in the presence of law enforcement authorities, and violence was perpetrated with
impunity. The continued violence and intimidation towards Muslim businesses, their dress, food habits,
antipathy towards their places of worship, etc. were unchecked, and no justice was meted out and
perpetrators punished in spite of a plethora of evidence. The Secretariat for Muslims, a civil society research
organisation, has recorded over 500 incidents of violence, intimidation and threats to the Muslim community
by extremist Buddhists.

The Muslims also feel that although the present government claims to work towards reconciliation between
communities, still no action has been taken against the perpetrators of violence, and the hate campaign is
seen to still continue. Muslims feel they are discriminated against when appointments to the public sector
take place. One of the many examples sighted is the unfair appointment of teachers, where only Tamil
candidates were given appointments in schools in the estate sector. 600 Moulavi teachers were promised
state employment through cabinet approval, but almost all have been deprived of it. The continued negative
portrayal of Muslims and their community in the Media was another issue which was highlighted, where the
ethnicity and religion of the suspect was mentioned only if he or she was a Muslim. They would never report a
Sinhala Buddhist committed XY or Z crime, but when it is a Muslim, they will always say "A Muslim committed
XY or Z crime.

Recommendations

A land commission to be formed to investigate and return land to their original and rightful owners
or adequately compensate for them. The land shortage suffered by the Muslim community should be
addressed bearing in mind land scarcity, particularly in the Eastern Province.

The three communities should be equally represented in the proposed Independent provincial land
and police commissions to be established.

When appointment of public officers or distribution of state wealth takes place, national, provincial,
district and police area ethnic ratio should be constitutionally ensured.
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Sri Lanka is a multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multi lingual and multi cultural country comprising
Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims, Indian Tamils and Burghers. It should be a unitary state with maximum
devolution of powers to the provinces without destabilizing the unitary nature of the country.

The form of government should be a blend of the Parliamentary and Presidential systems.

The President shall be elected by the people as at present, and he should not intervene in the
functioning of the independent commissions.

There should be two Vice Presidents representing the Tamil and the Muslim communities at
executive level. The appointment of the vice presidents is presented in the annexed documents.

The Parliament should be bicameral, and its constitution has been presented in the annexed
documents.

The 9 existing provinces should continue as they are, and no two provinces should be merged. They
should be given maximum powers for self governance within a unitary set up.

The present district based proportionate representation is preferred, and in the event the first past the
post system and proportionate representation is adopted, the following should be considered:

Muslim representation should be ensured according to ethnic ratio, and there should be multi-
constituency seats/ multi member seats.

The ethnic based representation should be ensured by added bonus seats and compensating with
national list seats.

Each district should be divided into electorates, and by increasing the number of electorates, minority
representation will be safeguarded. Additionally, one seat in each district should be allotted for each
community, where they constitute a sizable number of the district based population.

If police and land powers are given to the provinces in the new constitution, there should be a
mechanism of safeguards to the minority communities in the province, as recommended by
Federation of Eastern Muslim Civil Organizations

The Muslims are discriminated and harassed by public servants in the Customs, Tax and other
government departments. A mechanism needs to be developed to address discriminatory practices
against any community.

An ombudsman and deputy ombudsman to be appointed from the first and second minority
community in each province. They are to be appointed by the President with a two third majority
vote in parliament from the respective minority communities. They will be empowered to assess,
evaluate and monitor the administrative, executive and legislative functions of the provinces in an
equitable and just manner, having the power to intervene and override the powers of the Chief
Minister or other authority in the province in the interest of national security, public order, peace,
justice, maintenance of essential services, and in emergency situations.

Veto power to be accorded to the ombudsmen against hasty and partisan legislation.

He shall periodically submit reports to the human rights committee in the country, the central
government and the media.

Hate speech to be criminalized. Setting up of HSCID to investigate hate related crime, like the FCID
investigating financial fraud. A commission of inquiry should be set up to inquire in to the
Aluthgama violence.

Recruiting Muslims to the police force in predominantly Muslim areas to mitigate hate related crime.
A law in the name of “application of impunity amounting to punishable offence act’ shall be enacted
in conformity with the constitutional council, where officials who violate the fundamental rights of
citizens should personally face the full force of the law; the State should not bear the weight of
compensation as at present.

Legislation in connection with public interest litigation (PIL) should be strengthened, where the
protection of witnesses and witness rights will be constitutionally ensured.

As a response to politicians being viewed as the main reason for inter communal disharmony, an
independent body like the NIB should secretly assess a set of criteria. These criteria should be made
law.

Religious and cultural training in schools- a certain number of marks to be given to children at the
end of the year for good conduct.

Annex 1- List of Participants for the public meetings and focus group discussions organised by the Zonal
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Task Force, Western Province
Annex 2- Breakdown of People participated for the public meetings and focus group discussions organised
by the Zonal Task Force, Western Province

Prepared by Sudarshana Gunawardana, Chairperson and Kumudini Samuwel, Member of the Zonal Task

Force, Western Province on behalf of the Zonal Task Force, Western Province.
On this 11th October 2016 in Colombo
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Compiled by the Consultation Task Force on Reconciliation Mechanisms
(CTF), 17" November 2016, Sri Lanka.
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